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On Wednesday, July 20, 2022 at 1516 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigations (BCI)
Special Agents Richard Ward and Kenneth Smith met with Clearcreek Township Police Sergeant
Nicole "Nikki" Cordero at the Warren County Sheriff's Office, 822 Memorial Drive, Lebanon,
Ohio for the purpose of an interview. Also present was Cordero's OPBA Attorney, Joe Hegedus.
While dealing with a domestic dispute between Mark Evers and his wife, Sylvia Norris on July
12, 2022, Cordero shot and killed Evers after he shot and injured Clearcreek Police Officer Eric
Ney. The previous day, July 19, 2022, Agent Ward was forwarded from Hegedus an email, which
contained the typed written statement prepared by Cordero.

Agent Ward read Sergeant Cordero the Notice of Criminal Investigation Notification provided
by the standard BCI form, which Cordero acknowledged and signed. Cordero was a Road
Patrol Sergeant assigned the hours of 2300-0700 and was working overtime on the day of the
incident. Cordero has been employed with the Clearcreek Police Department since 2008 and
was promoted to Sergeant in February of 2022. On July 12, 2022, Cordero was in uniform of
the day and dawned exterior body armor with "POLICE" markings. Cordero stated she was in
possession of her department issued Glock Model 17 with issued ammunition and additional
magazines loaded to capacity. Cordero was in possession and had available less lethal options;
ASP, OC spray and Taser. Cordero was not in possession of nor issued a Body Worn Camera,
but her patrol vehicle was equipped with a dashboard camera.

Sergeant Cordero stated she and Officer Ney were at the Clearcreek Police Department eating
dinner when a call for service on a "verbal domestic", which was upgraded to an "active
domestic" violence [dispute]. According to Cordero, the call was upgraded because Mark Evers
had repeatedly rammed her [Sylvia Norris] vehicle with a Gator. Once she arrived (5945 State
Route 48) and pulled into the driveway, Cordero observed Norris crouched down, on the phone,
by the front gate and appeared to be hiding. Cordero described Norris to be crying and shaken
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up as she explained Evers had rammed her unoccupied vehicle with the Gator. Cordero stated
Ney observed Evers approaching their location while on the Gator, but once he observed she
and Ney, Evers veered off and traveled toward the house.

Sergeant Cordero stated she placed Norris in her patrol vehicle, while Officer Ney proceeded
toward the house in the same direction as Evers. Although she did not see the Gator, Cordero
observed the bloom of dirt created by the Gator as Evers proceeded onto the horse track
location on the property as she and Ney followed. While in the back of Cordero's patrol vehicle,
Norris received a phone call from Evers who informed her if she leaves, he (Evers) will "kill
himself." Cordero described Norris as "crying hysterically" while on the phone with Evers. Norris
then called her cousin [Megan Cranmer] to come pick her up. Cordero brought Norris back to
her house to retrieve items, including car keys. Once she obtained the items, Norris moved her
vehicle to the front gate area where she eventually met her cousin. Cordero stated she followed
Norris to the front gate and Ney remained near the house.

While at the front gate, Cordero had Norris complete a written statement. Agent Ward asked
Cordero if she inquired about Evers having firearms available to him and she stated Norris did
not see Evers retrieve any firearms, but there were firearms on the property. Cordero stated
she contacted Evers via his cell phone and Evers informed her if she arrests him "it's over."
When Cordero asked Evers to clarify that statement, Evers terminated the call. Cordero stated
she drove back toward the house and parked between the two barns and Ney arrived shortly
thereafter. Cordero and Ney spoke with David Ward, an employee and resident on the property,
who described Evers's behavior. Cordero had Ward call Evers who agreed to come back and
speak with officers; however, the officers needed to stay ten feet away. Within ten to fifteen
minutes, Cordero stated Evers arrived to their location and remained seated inside the Gator.
Prior to Evers pulling up, Cordero informed Ney that they needed to get Evers outside the Gator
and she would have Evers complete a witness statement to accomplish this. Cordero stated as
she talked with Evers, he was adamant she and Ney remain ten feet away and refused to exit
the Gator.

Sergeant Cordero made the determination to arrest Evers for domestic violence. When Cordero
handed Evers the statement she asked if he was in possession of a firearm and Evers stated,
"yes" that he was a CCW permit holder. When Cordero asked the location of the firearm, Evers
pointed to the passenger dash area of the Gator; the side Cordero was standing. Cordero
stated the Gator had a closed compartment and a open recessed area, which she ran her hand
through. At one point while Evers was completing the written statement, he asked Cordero
why she and Ney were "closing in" on him. Once Evers was done with the statement, Cordero
realized Evers was not going to exit the Gator. Cordero informed Evers to exit the Gator and
he was under arrest. According to Cordero, Evers placed the Gator in gear and attempted to
accelerate. Cordero reached into the Gator and turned the ignition key off and immediately
Evers turned the ignition back on. Once Cordero turned the ignition back off, she observed
Evers standing outside the Gator, had raised his arm toward Ney with a handgun. Cordero
stated she discharged her service weapon and fired between the bars on the Gator and was not
sure if she shot Evers. When Evers fell to the ground, Cordero stated she did not know if Evers
was still a threat; moved and shot Evers while he was on the ground. After she shot she noticed
Evers did not react to the shot. Cordero stated she approached Evers, but did not observe the
handgun. When asked, Cordero stated she did not know where Evers retrieved the handgun
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from prior to him shooting Ney.

Sergeant Cordero stated after she approached Evers, she then tended to Officer Ney. Cordero
stated her handgun remained in her holster until she released the handgun to Lieutenant Stacy
at the Clearcreek Police Department. Cordero stated she did secure Ney's duty weapon in her
patrol vehicle.

Agent Ward asked Sergeant Cordero how many rounds Evers fired and she stated, "no", nor
does she know how many time she discharged her duty weapon. Agent Ward asked Cordero
if she viewed her dashboard camera and she stated she watched a short snippet prior to the
video being released to the media. Agent Ward asked Cordero if there were any other options
other than the use of deadly force and Cordero stated, "no". Agent Ward asked Cordero if she
complied with the Clearcreek Township Police Department Use of Force policy and she stated,
"yes". Cordero signed the typed written statement provided to me, which is attached to this
report. Also attached below is the Notice of Criminal Investigation and audio interview with
Cordero.

Agent Ward concluded the interview with Sergeant Cordero at 1541 hours.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2022-07-20 / Sergeant Nicole Cordero Audio Interview
Attachment # 02: Notice of Criminal Investigation-Cordero
Attachment # 03: Cordero Statement
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Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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