
ATTORNEY GENERAL 429 

establishment of county detention hospitals, had no idea that a situation 
such as exists in Cuyahoga County would arise, and that such a burden 
would be thrown on the county. This is indicated by the subsequent shift
ing of the burden to the state by the amendment to section 3155, supra. 
To go further, however, and say that it was their intention to make the 
inmates of detention hospitals or their relatives subject to the provisions 
of the Pay Patient Law would be to read into said amendment something 
which is not there. 

There is no question but that the treatment and care received by the 
inmates of the detention hospitals is just as good as that received by 
those in state hospitals and that the state should therefore be reimbursed 
by those who are able to pay, but this is a matter for the Legislature, as 
the power of the state to collect for said care and support is purely statu
tory and in the absence of legislation does not exist. 

In view of the above, I am unable to reach any other conclusion on 
this question than that set forth in Opinion No. 4558. 
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Respectfully, 
JoHN W. BRICKER, 

Attorney General. 
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