
ATTORNEY GE"'ERAL. 309 

Section 213, General Code, provides: 

"If it appears that the death was caused by unlawful or suspiciOus 
means, the registrar shall refer the case to the coroner. A coroner whose 
duty it is to hold an inquest on the body of a deceased person, and to 
make the certificate of death required for a burial permit, shall state 
therein the nature of the disease, or the manner of death; and, if from 
external causes or violence whether (probably) accidental, suicidal or 
homicidal. He shall, in either case, furnish the information required by 
the state registrar to properly classify the death." 
Section 2866, General Code, reads : 

"Coroners shall be allowed the following fees: For view of dead 
body, three dollars; for drawing all necessary writings, for every one hun
dred words, ten cents; for traveling each mile, ten cents; when performing 
the duties of sheriff, the same fees as are allowed to sheriffs for similar 
services." (Italics the writer's.) 

Section 213 and 2866 must be read in pari materia. The following language 
appears in 2 Lewis' Sutherland Statutory Construction at page 845: 

"Statutes which are not inconsistent with one another, and which 
relate to the same subject-matter, arc in pari materia, and effect should be 
given to them all, although they contain no reference to one another, 
and were passed at different times." 

Since section 213 requires the coroner to make the certificate of death, this 
certificate must be construed to be a necessary writing under section 2866 which 
provides a fee for "all necessary writings."' 

In order to make the certificate, it is necessary for the coroner to view the 
body which, in turn, will probably necessitate traveling. Section 2866 allows fees 

·for these acts. Of course, the coroner could not charge two fees for the same 
acts, as where he travels to and views a body in compliance with section 203, and 
by the same acts performs his duty under section 2856 relating to inquests in cases 
of death by violence. 

Specifically answering your question, T am of the opinion that the coroner is 
entitled to the fees specified in section 2866 of the General Code for the perform
ance of duties required of him under section 213, General Code. 
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Respectfully, 
JoHN W. BRICKER, 

Attomey General. 
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