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Investigative Activity:  Video Review  

Activity Date:   5/20/2021    

Activity Location:  BCI   

Authoring Agent:  SA Matt Collins, #151   

 

Narrative: 

On Thursday, April 22, 2021, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent (SA) Matt 

Collins (SA Collins) received video footage from City of Columbus-Division of Police (CPD) Sgt. 

Terry McConnell. SA Collins was informed that the videos contained footage from the body 

cameras recorded by the CPD.  This report is reflective of the review of Ofc. Nicholas Reardon’s, 

Ofc. Serge Akpalo, and Eric Channel’s body worn camera (BWC).  A majority of this report will be 

in regard to Ofc. Reardon’s BWC, as it was believed to be the most useful in understanding the 

events during the shooting incident.  SA Collins documented the portions of the audio/video he 

believed to be the most relevant in obtaining facts necessary to provide an understanding of the 

events that took place during the incident.  SA Collins documented what he believed each subject 

was saying.  For both of these reasons mentioned, the reader is encouraged to review the video 

in its entirety.   

SA Collins had previously learned or understood that there is commonly a delay in audio upon 

activating a dash camera or BWC.  The delay is typically due to the video recovering historical 

data during playback.  Meaning, once the respective camera is activated, it goes back a pre-

determined set of time.  While some cameras go back approximately thirty (30) seconds, SA 

Collins learned CPD’s BWCs go back approximately one (1) minute.   

During the review, there were non-law enforcement subjects involved or viewed.  During the 

course of the investigation, including witness statements, the subject’s names were learned.  SA 

Collins utilized subject’s names for clarity purposes and this does not suggest they were 

specifically identified during the video review.   

SA Collins utilized iNPUT ACE (iA) to evaluate and work with the video files to aid in the review.  

SA Collins brought the following video files into iA;  

• “NicholasReardon_202104201637_VHC2020253_133970409.mp4”   

• “EricChannel_202104201641_VHC2030557_265733217.mp4” 

• “SergeAkpalo_202104201641_VHC2016103_241949566.mp4” 
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By doing so, the program identifies the metadata included within the video.  See Figure 1. 

 
Figure 1: iNPUT Ace Metadata screenshot 

 

SA Collins created sub-clips and marked images during the review.  SA Collins marked eight (8) 

frames/images from Ofc. Reardon’s BWC.  The images were named by the frame number 

identified by iA (F=Frame, F####) in Reardon’s BWC.  SA Collins reviewed the videos and noted 

the following:  

Reardon’s video began with Reardon traveling in his patrol car, as seen in Figure 1.  Reardon 

continued to travel in his patrol car until 04:55 into his recording, where Reardon appeared to 

stop his patrol vehicle on the roadway.  The GPS automated voice in the background could be 

heard advising, in one-quarter (1/4) mile 3171 Legion Ln. was on the right.  At 07:08 into his 

recording, Reardon appeared to begin traveling again. 

At 07:33.792 into Reardon’s video, Reardon appeared to simultaneously put his patrol vehicle in 

park and open the driver’s side door.  As he opened the door a female voice could be heard 

screaming.  Multiple female voices could be heard yelling.  

As Reardon began to approach the group of people, Tionna Bonner (Bonner) and Jhamia Towler 

(Towler) were standing near a silver vehicle partially-parked in the driveway of 3171 Legion Ln.  

In the background, Myron Hammonds (Myron) and Jeanene Hammonds (Jeanene) were seen 
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standing in the driveway.  Also, in the driveway was Ma’Khia Bryant (Ma’Khia) and Shai-onta Craig 

(Craig).  In the background, behind Myron and Jeanene, was Ja’niah Bryant (Ja’niah).  See Figure 

2.   

 
Figure 2: Reardon approaching group 

Reardon asked Bonner, “Hold on, what’s going on? Hey, what’s going on?”  Just as he was doing 

so, Ma’Khia began moving toward Craig.  See Figure 3.  

 
Figure 3: Reardon asking, ”Hey, What’s going on?” 
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As Ma’Khia continued moving toward Craig, a female voice could be heard saying, “I’m gonna 

stab the fuck outta you--.”  Craig fell to the ground, Ma’Khia continued toward Craig and stepped 

over her, before going into the direction of Bonner.  Reardon could be heard yelling, “Hey, hey, 

hey, get down, get down, get down, get down” before the first gunshot was heard at 

approximately 07:47.068 into his recording.  The fourth and final round was heard at 

approximately 07:47.869.  It appeared there was smoke coming from the muzzle just as the final 

round was heard.  Reardon fired four (4) rounds in under approximately one second.  See Figures 

4-9.  

 
Figure 4: F13856, Ma’Khia with object in right hand, moving toward Craig 
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Figure 5: F13921, Reardon drawing firearm 

 

 
Figure 6: F13945, Object in Ma’Khia’s right hand.  Reardon with gun raised 
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Figure 7: F13969, Object in Ma’Khia’s right hand.  Reardon with gun raised 

 

 
Figure 8: F14003, First shot fired by Reardon 
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Figure 9: F14021, appeared to be smoke coming from the muzzle of Reardon’s weapon during final shot. 

 

Ofc. Channel almost immediately began assessing Ma’Khia’s injuries and performed first aid.   

At 08:18 into Reardon’s video, Jeanene was believed to be heard saying something to the effect, 

“Hold on, I told her to put the knife up.” 

SA Collins reviewed the BWC’s of Officers Reardon, Channel and Akpalo and created a “canvas 

editor” or otherwise synced up the three videos which were playable from a single video (Figure 

10).  The syncing was done so by identifying the time Bonner’s right foot stepped down in each 

of the officer’s respective BWCs, upon shots being fired.  While the sync done so by SA Collins is 

not exact (Channel and Akpalo’s videos were playing slightly ahead), the intent is to allow the 

viewer to see what each BWC was capturing or otherwise show each officer’s approximate 

positioning during the shooting incident.  SA Collins’ notes to accomplish this were:   

• Reardon’s camera- 1st shot occurred in frame #14003 

o Bonner’s right foot stepped down in frame #14019 @ 7:47.602 into his recording 

• Akpalo’s camera- 1st shot occurred in frame #7894 

o Bonner’s right foot stepped down in frame #7910 @ 4:23.817 into his recording 

• Channel’s camera- 1st shot occurred in frame #7914 
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o Bonner’s right foot stepped down in frame #7929 @ 4:24.457 into his recording 

 
Figure 10: Positioning of officers during the shooting incident.  SA Collins’ canvas editor 
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Ohio Organized Crime Investigation Commission (OCIC), Video Analyst David Loomis created a 

more precise video synchronization, utilizing the BWC videos of Reardon, Channel and the 

surveillance video from 3160 Legion Ln.  See Figure 11.  The OCIC report is also attached to this 

report.  

 
Figure 11: Screenshot from OCIC video presentation 

 

The thumb drive containing the video footage was submitted to the physical BCI case file as item 

#2 for reference only. 

 


























