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The Honorable Mike DeWine 
Governor of Ohio 
Riffe Center, 30th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

The Honorable Larry Householder 
Speaker, Ohio House of Representatives 
Riffe Center, 14th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

The Honorable Larry Obhof 
President, Ohio Senate 
Statehouse, Second Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Dear Colleagues, 

Ohioans don’t need a license to legally carry a gun; to conceal one, though, they do. Under Ohio law, county 
sheriffs are charged with the concealed-carry licensing process. In 2019, they issued 132,385 such 
licenses.  

Of those, 77,959 were renewals, a 21% decrease from 2018, and 54,426 licenses were new, a 21.5% 
decrease. Denials were rare — 1,310 in total, for a rate of less than 1%. 

Every quarter, sheriffs throughout our state report pertinent statistics — the number of licenses issued, 
renewed, suspended, revoked, etc. — to the Ohio Peace Officer Training Commission, part of the Ohio 
Attorney General’s Office. The accompanying yearly compilation is sent in accordance with Ohio Revised 
Code Section 109.731(C). 

Read on for more concealed-carry totals and a county-by-county breakdown of the 2019 statistics. If you 
have questions, please contact my office. 

Yours, 

 

Dave Yost 
Ohio Attorney General
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Statewide Statistics 

New Licenses Issued 

In 2019, sheriffs in the Buckeye State issued the fewest new regular licenses since 2011.  

 

The counties that issued the most: 

1. Franklin: 4,740 
2. Lake: 4,422 
3. Montgomery: 2,755 
4. Clermont: 2,163 
5. Butler: 1,902 
6. Tuscarawas: 1,666 
7. Hamilton: 1,659 
8. Lorain: 1,415 
9. Portage: 1,389 
10. Mahoning: 1,343 

The counties that issued the fewest: 

88. Coshocton: 38 
87. Van Wert: 88 
86. Noble: 99 
85. Monroe: 103 
84. Paulding: 106 
84: Harrison: 106 
84. Fayette: 106 
81. Meigs: 107 
80. Hardin: 111 
79. Pike: 120 
 

Residents of Ohio can apply for a concealed-carry license in their home county or a county sharing a 
border with their home county, according to ORC 2923.125(A).
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Licenses Renewed 

The number of licenses renewed in 2019 was significantly higher than renewals in 2017 or any earlier year, 
but the 77,959 renewals also marked a 21% decline from 2018, a record-breaking year. 

 

The first renewal period under Ohio’s concealed-carry law was 2008, for those issued permits in the 
inaugural year of the program, 2004. In total, licenses have been renewed 494,862 times. Current law 
requires permit holders seeking to keep active licenses to renew every five years. 

 

The counties that renewed the most: 

1. Franklin: 4,226 
2. Lake: 3,745 
3. Montgomery: 3,382 
4. Butler: 3,190 
5. Clermont: 2,829 
6. Hamilton: 2,254 
7. Summit: 2,169 
8. Lorain: 2,122 
9. Warren: 2,111 
10. Medina: 1,954 

The counties that renewed the fewest: 

88. Paulding: 107 
87. Meigs: 122 
86. Defiance: 126 
86. Monroe: 126 
84. Coshocton: 137 
83: Noble: 139 
82. Hardin: 150 
81. Putnam: 166 
80.  Adams: 172 
80. Perry: 172
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Licenses Suspended 
Throughout the program, the number of license suspensions has steadily increased, but that total 
represents only a tiny portion of estimated active licenses — less than half of 1%. 

 

Under Ohio Revised Code Section 2923.128, sheriffs must suspend a concealed-handgun license upon 
learning that the holder has been arrested or charged with certain offenses, or if the licensee is the subject of 
a protection order. If the holder is found not guilty or charges are dismissed, the license may be returned. 

The licenses suspended last year may have been issued in 2019 or a previous year. Sheriffs are not 
required to report a reason for a license suspension. 

 
The counties that suspended the most: 

1. Franklin: 170 
2. Hamilton: 154 
3. Lake: 134 
4. Clermont: 124 
5. Lucas: 112 
6. Montgomery: 107 
7. Portage: 82 
8. Mahoning: 64 
9. Stark: 63 
10. Butler: 61 

 
The counties that suspended the fewest: 

0 each: Athens, Meigs, Noble 
 
1 each: Carroll, Coshocton, Logan, Monroe, 
Vinton 
 
2 each: Adams, Fayette, Gallia, Paulding, 
Pickaway, Wyandot  
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Licenses Revoked 

The number of licenses revoked fell sharply from the high, in 2018, and represents less than one-quarter of 
1% of estimated active licenses. 

 

Under ORC 2923.128, sheriffs must permanently revoke the license of any person who no longer meets the 
eligibility requirements to carry a concealed handgun. A license may be revoked when the holder moves out 
of state, dies, cancels the license, is convicted of a disqualifying crime, or becomes subject to the law’s 
restrictions on mental illness or drug or alcohol dependency. Sheriffs are not required to report the reason 
for a revocation. 

 
The counties that revoked the most: 

1. Mahoning: 134 
2. Franklin: 131 
3. Lorain: 118 
4. Lake: 103 
5. Montgomery: 54 
6. Clermont: 46 
7. Hamilton: 45 
8. Lucas: 39 
9. Geauga: 18 
10. Miami: 14 

The counties that revoked the fewest: 

0 each: Athens, Butler, Carroll, Champaign, 
Clinton, Columbiana, Coshocton, Crawford, 
Fulton, Hancock, Harrison, Henry, Lawrence, 
Logan, Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Paulding, 
Pickaway, Pike, Portage, Preble, Putnam, 
Seneca, Vinton, Wyandot 
 
1 each:  Adams, Auglaize, Brown, Darke, 
Defiance, Fayette, Hardin, Hocking, Meigs, 
Morrow, Sandusky, Shelby, Washington, 
Williams
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Applications Denied 
The number of license-application denials in 2019 was the third-highest in the program’s history. 

 

The law requires that sheriffs deny an application to any person who fails to meet the eligibility criteria 
specified in ORC 2923.125 for regular licenses or ORC 2923.1213 for temporary emergency licenses. 

 

The counties that denied the most: 

1. Lucas: 188 
2. Lake: 102 
3. Montgomery: 98 
4. Stark: 81 
5. Summit: 74 
6. Mahoning: 68 
7. Cuyahoga: 66 
8. Franklin: 61 
8. Clermont: 61 
10. Butler: 36 

The counties that denied the fewest: 

0 each: Coshocton, Hardin, Hocking, Jackson, 
Logan, Pickaway, Putnam, Seneca, Union, Van 
Wert, Vinton, Washington 
 
1 each:  Allen, Auglaize, Darke, Fayette, Gallia, 
Licking, Monroe, Morgan, Portage 
 
2 each:  Adams, Carroll, Clark, Defiance, 
Knox, Lawrence, Meigs, Mercer, Noble, 
Paulding, Pike, Sandusky, Trumbull, Wyandot
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Reciprocity Agreements  
Ohio law requires the attorney general to craft reciprocity agreements with other states to allow people with 
Ohio permits to carry weapons in those jurisdictions and for those states’ residents to carry handguns in Ohio.  

Ohio automatically recognizes the concealed-handgun licenses of other states, but reciprocity agreements 
require an analysis of the other states’ laws to ensure they meet Ohio’s requirements (ORC 109.69) and vice 
versa. 

Ohio permit holders can carry concealed handguns in these 35 states:  

• Alabama 
• Alaska 
• Arizona 
• Arkansas 
• Colorado 
• Delaware 
• Florida 
• Georgia 
• Idaho 
• Indiana 
• Kansas 
• Kentucky 

• Louisiana 
• Michigan 
• Mississippi 
• Missouri 
• Montana 
• Nebraska 
• Nevada 
• New Hampshire 
• New Mexico 
• North Carolina 
• North Dakota 
• Oklahoma 

• Pennsylvania 
• South Carolina 
• South Dakota 
• Tennessee 
• Texas 
• Utah 
• Virginia  
• Washington 
• West Virginia 
• Wisconsin 
• Wyoming 

 

For more information, visit www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov/ConcealedCarry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: When originally published, this report included Minnesota among the states where Ohioans can 
carry concealed handguns. The above list has been corrected. 

file://ag.state.oh.us/public/Policy%20and%20Public%20Affairs/OPOTA/Concealed%20Carry%20Weapons%20(CCW)/Annual%20Reports/2018%20Annual%20Report/Copy/www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov/ConcealedCarry
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Adams Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 180 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 172 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 2 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Allen Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 514 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 857 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 12 1 
Number of Licenses Revoked 4 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Ashland Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 758 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 527 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 4 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 4 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 15 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 1 N/A 

 

Ashtabula Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 431 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 461 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 7 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 2 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 3 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Athens Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 345 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 327 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 0 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 3 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Auglaize Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 256 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 455 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 7 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Belmont Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 259 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 603 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 7 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 2 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 4 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Brown Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 236 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 363 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 12 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 4 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Butler Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,902 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 3,190 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 61 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 36 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Carroll Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 133 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 220 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 1 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 1 N/A 
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Champaign Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 244 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 381 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 4 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 4 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Clark Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 594 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 804 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 21 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 9 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Clermont Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 2,163 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 2,829 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 124 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 46 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 61 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Clinton Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 292 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 461 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 5 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 4 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Columbiana Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 654 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 915 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 51 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 4 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Coshocton Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 38 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 137 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 1 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Crawford Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 196 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 278 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 9 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 10 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Cuyahoga Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 598 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,563 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 27 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 7 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 66 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 116 N/A 

 

Darke Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 315 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 542 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 8 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Defiance Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 143 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 126 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 4 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Delaware Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,098 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,481 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 19 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 3 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 14 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Erie Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 364 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,076 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 22 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 10 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 18 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Fairfield Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 408 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,366 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 13 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 9 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 20 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 2 N/A 

 

Fayette Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 106 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 195 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 2 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Franklin Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 4,740 4 
Number of Licenses Renewed 4,226 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 170 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 131 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 61 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Fulton Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 249 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 384 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 9 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 6 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Gallia Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 194 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 333 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 2 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 2 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Geauga Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 952 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,759 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 24 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 18 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 35 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Greene Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,019 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,550 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 22 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 5 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 14 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 2 N/A 

 

Guernsey Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 153 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 237 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 8 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 4 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 7 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 8 N/A 
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Hamilton Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,659 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 2,254 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 154 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 45 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 21 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Hancock Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 284 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 431 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 13 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 5 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Hardin Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 111 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 150 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 7 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Harrison Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 106 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 197 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 3 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 4 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Henry Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 138 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 194 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 11 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 3 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 1 N/A 
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Highland Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 639 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 791 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 9 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 6 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 9 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Hocking Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 337 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 394 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 10 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Holmes Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 326 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 612 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 8 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 6 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 9 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Huron Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 814 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 507 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 16 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 7 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 14 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 4 N/A 

 

Jackson Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 361 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 406 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 3 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 3 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Jefferson Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 356 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 631 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 12 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 11 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 9 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Knox Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 322 3 
Number of Licenses Renewed 550 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 16 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 3 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 1 N/A 

 

Lake Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 4,422 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 3,745 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 134 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 103 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 102 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Lawrence Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 398 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 929 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 9 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 2 N/A 

 

Licking Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 967 3 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,540 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 21 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 6 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Logan Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 263 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 352 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 1 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Lorain Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,415 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 2,122 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 27 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 118 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 33 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Lucas Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 935 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,462 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 112 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 39 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 188 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Madison Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 623 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,482 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 15 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 13 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 18 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Mahoning Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,343 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,269 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 64 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 134 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 68 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Marion Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 296 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 524 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 22 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 12 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 3 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 1 N/A 

 

Medina Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 401 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,954 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 5 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 6 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 6 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Meigs Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 107 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 122 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 0 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Mercer Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 317 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 350 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 7 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 5 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 1 N/A 

 

Miami Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 413 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 826 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 18 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 14 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 5 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Monroe Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 103 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 126 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 1 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 1 N/A 

 

Montgomery Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 2,755 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 3,382 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 107 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 54 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 98 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 6 N/A 

 

Morgan Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 136 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 215 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 5 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Morrow Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 249 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 476 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 9 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 4 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 1 N/A 

 

Muskingum Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 458 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 718 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 11 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 6 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 7 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Noble Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 99 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 139 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 0 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Ottawa Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 347 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 611 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 19 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 9 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 27 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 19 N/A 

 

Paulding Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 106 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 107 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 2 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Perry Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 224 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 172 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 14 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 7 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 5 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Pickaway Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 163 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 397 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 2 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Pike Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 120 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 258 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 4 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Portage Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,389 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,455 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 82 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Preble Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 178 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 697 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 5 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 4 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 4 N/A 

 

Putnam Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 123 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 166 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 3 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Richland Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 402 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,037 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 16 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 5 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 14 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 22 N/A 
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Ross Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 262 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 492 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 4 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 3 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 6 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Sandusky Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 362 1 
Number of Licenses Renewed 665 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 7 3 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 1 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Scioto Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 423 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 788 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 18 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 3 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 11 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Seneca Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 148 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 299 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 3 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Shelby Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 352 2 
Number of Licenses Renewed 407 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 15 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 5 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Stark Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,296 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,923 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 63 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 6 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 81 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 15 N/A 

 

Summit Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 976 2 
Number of Licenses Renewed 2,169 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 40 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 6 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 74 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Trumbull Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 619 2 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,716 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 29 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 9 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 9 N/A 

 

Tuscarawas Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,666 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 900 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 21 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 2 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 5 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Union Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 285 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 490 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 4 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 2 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Van Wert Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 88 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 190 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 3 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 2 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Vinton Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 168 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 239 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 1 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Warren Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 1,332 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 2,111 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 38 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 2 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 5 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Washington Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 441 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 543 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 12 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 0 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Wayne Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 862 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,609 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 22 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 11 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 5 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 
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Williams Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 406 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 351 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 8 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 1 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 5 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Wood Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 849 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 1,298 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 31 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 11 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 31 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

Wyandot Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 152 0 
Number of Licenses Renewed 201 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 2 0 
Number of Licenses Revoked 0 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 2 0 
Number of License Processes Suspended 0 N/A 

 

STATE TOTALS Regular Licenses Temporary Emergency Licenses 
Number of Licenses Issued 54,426 28 
Number of Licenses Renewed 77,959 N/A 
Number of Licenses Suspended 1,956 4 
Number of Licenses Revoked 939 0 
Number of Licenses Denied 1,310 1 
Number of License Processes Suspended 217 N/A 
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	The Honorable Mike DeWineGovernor of OhioRiffe Center, 30th FloorColumbus, OH 43215
	The Honorable Larry HouseholderSpeaker, Ohio House of RepresentativesRiffe Center, 14th FloorColumbus, OH 43215
	The Honorable Larry ObhofPresident, Ohio SenateStatehouse, Second FloorColumbus, OH 43215
	Dear Colleagues,
	Ohioans don’t need a license to legally carry a gun; to conceal one, though, they do. Under Ohio law, county sheriffs are charged with the concealed-carry licensing process. In 2019, they issued 132,385 such licenses. 
	Of those, 77,959 were renewals, a 21% decrease from 2018, and 54,426 licenses were new, a 21.5% decrease. Denials were rare — 1,310 in total, for a rate of less than 1%.
	Every quarter, sheriffs throughout our state report pertinent statistics — the number of licenses issued, renewed, suspended, revoked, etc. — to the Ohio Peace Officer Training Commission, part of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. The accompanying yearly compilation is sent in accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 109.731(C).
	Read on for more concealed-carry totals and a county-by-county breakdown of the 2019 statistics. If you have questions, please contact my office.
	Yours,
	/
	Dave YostOhio Attorney General
	New Licenses Issued
	In 2019, sheriffs in the Buckeye State issued the fewest new regular licenses since 2011. 
	/
	The counties that issued the fewest:
	The counties that issued the most:
	88. Coshocton: 38
	1. Franklin: 4,740
	87. Van Wert: 88
	2. Lake: 4,422
	86. Noble: 99
	3. Montgomery: 2,755
	85. Monroe: 103
	4. Clermont: 2,163
	84. Paulding: 106
	5. Butler: 1,902
	84: Harrison: 106
	6. Tuscarawas: 1,666
	84. Fayette: 106
	7. Hamilton: 1,659
	81. Meigs: 107
	8. Lorain: 1,415
	80. Hardin: 111
	9. Portage: 1,389
	79. Pike: 120
	10. Mahoning: 1,343
	Residents of Ohio can apply for a concealed-carry license in their home county or a county sharing a border with their home county, according to ORC 2923.125(A).
	Licenses Renewed
	The number of licenses renewed in 2019 was significantly higher than renewals in 2017 or any earlier year, but the 77,959 renewals also marked a 21% decline from 2018, a record-breaking year.
	/
	The first renewal period under Ohio’s concealed-carry law was 2008, for those issued permits in the inaugural year of the program, 2004. In total, licenses have been renewed 494,862 times. Current law requires permit holders seeking to keep active licenses to renew every five years.
	The counties that renewed the fewest:
	The counties that renewed the most:
	88. Paulding: 107
	1. Franklin: 4,226
	87. Meigs: 122
	2. Lake: 3,745
	86. Defiance: 126
	3. Montgomery: 3,382
	86. Monroe: 126
	4. Butler: 3,190
	84. Coshocton: 137
	5. Clermont: 2,829
	83: Noble: 139
	6. Hamilton: 2,254
	82. Hardin: 150
	7. Summit: 2,169
	81. Putnam: 166
	8. Lorain: 2,122
	80.  Adams: 172
	9. Warren: 2,111
	80. Perry: 172
	10. Medina: 1,954
	Licenses Suspended
	Throughout the program, the number of license suspensions has steadily increased, but that total represents only a tiny portion of estimated active licenses — less than half of 1%.
	/
	Under Ohio Revised Code Section 2923.128, sheriffs must suspend a concealed-handgun license upon learning that the holder has been arrested or charged with certain offenses, or if the licensee is the subject of a protection order. If the holder is found not guilty or charges are dismissed, the license may be returned.
	The licenses suspended last year may have been issued in 2019 or a previous year. Sheriffs are not required to report a reason for a license suspension.
	The counties that suspended the most:
	The counties that suspended the fewest:
	1. Franklin: 170
	0 each: Athens, Meigs, Noble
	2. Hamilton: 154
	3. Lake: 134
	1 each: Carroll, Coshocton, Logan, Monroe, Vinton
	4. Clermont: 124
	5. Lucas: 112
	6. Montgomery: 107
	2 each: Adams, Fayette, Gallia, Paulding, Pickaway, Wyandot 
	7. Portage: 82
	8. Mahoning: 64
	9. Stark: 63
	10. Butler: 61
	Licenses Revoked
	The number of licenses revoked fell sharply from the high, in 2018, and represents less than one-quarter of 1% of estimated active licenses.
	/
	Under ORC 2923.128, sheriffs must permanently revoke the license of any person who no longer meets the eligibility requirements to carry a concealed handgun. A license may be revoked when the holder moves out of state, dies, cancels the license, is convicted of a disqualifying crime, or becomes subject to the law’s restrictions on mental illness or drug or alcohol dependency. Sheriffs are not required to report the reason for a revocation.
	The counties that revoked the fewest:
	The counties that revoked the most:
	0 each: Athens, Butler, Carroll, Champaign, Clinton, Columbiana, Coshocton, Crawford, Fulton, Hancock, Harrison, Henry, Lawrence, Logan, Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Paulding, Pickaway, Pike, Portage, Preble, Putnam, Seneca, Vinton, Wyandot
	1. Mahoning: 134
	2. Franklin: 131
	3. Lorain: 118
	4. Lake: 103
	5. Montgomery: 54
	6. Clermont: 46
	7. Hamilton: 45
	1 each:  Adams, Auglaize, Brown, Darke, Defiance, Fayette, Hardin, Hocking, Meigs, Morrow, Sandusky, Shelby, Washington, Williams
	8. Lucas: 39
	9. Geauga: 18
	10. Miami: 14
	Applications Denied
	The number of license-application denials in 2019 was the third-highest in the program’s history.
	/
	The law requires that sheriffs deny an application to any person who fails to meet the eligibility criteria specified in ORC 2923.125 for regular licenses or ORC 2923.1213 for temporary emergency licenses.
	The counties that denied the fewest:
	The counties that denied the most:
	0 each: Coshocton, Hardin, Hocking, Jackson, Logan, Pickaway, Putnam, Seneca, Union, Van Wert, Vinton, Washington
	1. Lucas: 188
	2. Lake: 102
	3. Montgomery: 98
	4. Stark: 81
	1 each:  Allen, Auglaize, Darke, Fayette, Gallia, Licking, Monroe, Morgan, Portage
	5. Summit: 74
	6. Mahoning: 68
	7. Cuyahoga: 66
	2 each:  Adams, Carroll, Clark, Defiance, Knox, Lawrence, Meigs, Mercer, Noble, Paulding, Pike, Sandusky, Trumbull, Wyandot
	8. Franklin: 61
	8. Clermont: 61
	10. Butler: 36
	Reciprocity Agreements
	Ohio law requires the attorney general to craft reciprocity agreements with other states to allow people with Ohio permits to carry weapons in those jurisdictions and for those states’ residents to carry handguns in Ohio. 
	Ohio automatically recognizes the concealed-handgun licenses of other states, but reciprocity agreements require an analysis of the other states’ laws to ensure they meet Ohio’s requirements (ORC 109.69) and vice versa.
	Ohio permit holders can carry concealed handguns in these 36 states: 
	 Oklahoma
	 Louisiana
	 Alabama
	 Pennsylvania
	 Michigan
	 Alaska
	 South Carolina
	 Minnesota
	 Arizona
	 South Dakota
	 Mississippi
	 Arkansas
	 Tennessee
	 Missouri
	 Colorado
	 Texas
	 Montana
	 Delaware
	 Utah
	 Nebraska
	 Florida
	 Virginia 
	 Nevada
	 Georgia
	 Washington
	 New Hampshire
	 Idaho
	 West Virginia
	 New Mexico
	 Indiana
	 Wisconsin
	 North Carolina
	 Kansas
	 Wyoming
	 North Dakota
	 Kentucky
	For more information, visit www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov/ConcealedCarry.
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	The number of licenses renewed in 2019 was significantly higher than renewals in 2017 or any earlier year, but the 77,959 renewals also marked a 21% decline from 2018, a record-breaking year.
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	The first renewal period under Ohio’s concealed-carry law was 2008, for those issued permits in the inaugural year of the program, 2004. In total, licenses have been renewed 494,862 times. Current law requires permit holders seeking to keep active licenses to renew every five years.
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	88. Paulding: 107
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	2. Lake: 3,745
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	Under Ohio Revised Code Section 2923.128, sheriffs must suspend a concealed-handgun license upon learning that the holder has been arrested or charged with certain offenses, or if the licensee is the subject of a protection order. If the holder is found not guilty or charges are dismissed, the license may be returned.
	The licenses suspended last year may have been issued in 2019 or a previous year. Sheriffs are not required to report a reason for a license suspension.
	The counties that suspended the most:
	The counties that suspended the fewest:
	1. Franklin: 170
	0 each: Athens, Meigs, Noble
	2. Hamilton: 154
	3. Lake: 134
	1 each: Carroll, Coshocton, Logan, Monroe, Vinton
	4. Clermont: 124
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	6. Montgomery: 107
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	Licenses Revoked
	The number of licenses revoked fell sharply from the high, in 2018, and represents less than one-quarter of 1% of estimated active licenses.
	/
	Under ORC 2923.128, sheriffs must permanently revoke the license of any person who no longer meets the eligibility requirements to carry a concealed handgun. A license may be revoked when the holder moves out of state, dies, cancels the license, is convicted of a disqualifying crime, or becomes subject to the law’s restrictions on mental illness or drug or alcohol dependency. Sheriffs are not required to report the reason for a revocation.
	The counties that revoked the fewest:
	The counties that revoked the most:
	0 each: Athens, Butler, Carroll, Champaign, Clinton, Columbiana, Coshocton, Crawford, Fulton, Hancock, Harrison, Henry, Lawrence, Logan, Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Paulding, Pickaway, Pike, Portage, Preble, Putnam, Seneca, Vinton, Wyandot
	1. Mahoning: 134
	2. Franklin: 131
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	4. Lake: 103
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	6. Clermont: 46
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	8. Lucas: 39
	9. Geauga: 18
	10. Miami: 14
	Applications Denied
	The number of license-application denials in 2019 was the third-highest in the program’s history.
	/
	The law requires that sheriffs deny an application to any person who fails to meet the eligibility criteria specified in ORC 2923.125 for regular licenses or ORC 2923.1213 for temporary emergency licenses.
	The counties that denied the fewest:
	The counties that denied the most:
	0 each: Coshocton, Hardin, Hocking, Jackson, Logan, Pickaway, Putnam, Seneca, Union, Van Wert, Vinton, Washington
	1. Lucas: 188
	2. Lake: 102
	3. Montgomery: 98
	4. Stark: 81
	1 each:  Allen, Auglaize, Darke, Fayette, Gallia, Licking, Monroe, Morgan, Portage
	5. Summit: 74
	6. Mahoning: 68
	7. Cuyahoga: 66
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	8. Franklin: 61
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	Reciprocity Agreements
	Ohio law requires the attorney general to craft reciprocity agreements with other states to allow people with Ohio permits to carry weapons in those jurisdictions and for those states’ residents to carry handguns in Ohio. 
	Ohio automatically recognizes the concealed-handgun licenses of other states, but reciprocity agreements require an analysis of the other states’ laws to ensure they meet Ohio’s requirements (ORC 109.69) and vice versa.
	Ohio permit holders can carry concealed handguns in these 35 states: 
	 Pennsylvania
	 Louisiana
	 Alabama
	 South Carolina
	 Michigan
	 Alaska
	 South Dakota
	 Mississippi
	 Arizona
	 Tennessee
	 Missouri
	 Arkansas
	 Texas
	 Montana
	 Colorado
	 Utah
	 Nebraska
	 Delaware
	 Virginia 
	 Nevada
	 Florida
	 Washington
	 New Hampshire
	 Georgia
	 West Virginia
	 New Mexico
	 Idaho
	 Wisconsin
	 North Carolina
	 Indiana
	 Wyoming
	 North Dakota
	 Kansas
	 Oklahoma
	 Kentucky
	For more information, visit www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov/ConcealedCarry.
	Note: When originally published, this report included Minnesota among the states where Ohioans can carry concealed handguns. The above list has been corrected.




