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On June 18, 2023 at approximately 0213 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI)
Special Agents Dave Hornyak and Ken Smith interviewed Shayla Simmons in regard to an
Officer-Involved Critical Incident that had just occurred at her home. The interview was
recorded on a handheld digital recording device. This report is a summary only. The entire
interview can be reviewed on the recording.

Ms. Simmons provided the following information:

Ms. Simmons lives with her fiancé, Brandon Ruffner in the home of Brandon's mother, Jane
Ruffner. At least several days ago, Dione Kellum, who is "something of step-father" to Brandon
Ruffner, tried to move into the home in an attempt to become re-involved with Jane Ruffner
with whom he had previous relationship. As Kellum was not welcome at the property, Ms.
Simmons ultimately called the police and Kellum was arrested for violating an active protection
order. Agent's note: The protection order was previously filed by Jane Ruffner.

On the evening of June 17, 2023, Kellum returned to the property. While there, he sent
threatening texts to the family including one containing a real-time picture of the family's
home that Kellum stated he had just taken from outside. Kellum also sent a text stating that he
had a gun adding that would take a hostage if the police were called.

Ms. Simmons called 911 advising that Kellum was outside with a firearm and was in violation
of a protection order. Arriving officers were heard telling Kellum to put down his weapon doing
so approximately 50 or more times over approximately 10 minutes. Specifically heard was, "Put
it down," which Ms. Simmons said was restated "...so many times." Kellum was heard saying to
officers, "Do you think I'm fucking crazy?"

As the incident continued, Ms. Simmons ultimately heard a gunshot from what she described
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as sounding like "a shitty gun." Ms. Simmons specified that the round sounded quiet as if fired
from a small firearm. That shot was followed by two more gunshots, which were louder.

Before this incident, Kellum had said on multiple occasions that he wanted to kill himself
and that he had a gun. Ms. Simmons said she feels bad that Kellum was shot, "...but he was
dangerous." Ms. Simmons also described Kellum as a heavy drinker.

During the interview Ms. Simmons voluntarily showed the agents text messages from Kellum.
With permission, the agents took photographs of the text chains. Agent's Note: After the
interview concluded, Simmons advised that the phone she had shown the agents was Brandon
Ruffner's phone, and specified that her text interactions with Kellum as well as Brandon
Ruffner's interactions with Kellum all took place to and from that phone.

The interview terminated at approximately 0256 hours.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2023-06-18 / Shayla Simmons interview
Attachment # 02: Combined text messages and screenshots - Brandon Ruffner phone

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither
the document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute,
an administrative rule, or any rule of procedure.

Page 2 of 2 Finalized by SAS William L. Jones on 07/27/2023



Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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