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* OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL *

OHIO PEACE OFFICER TRAINING COMMISSION MEETING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2015
HELD AT THE
OHIO PEACE OFFICER TRAINING ACADEMY
1650 STATE ROUTE 56 S.W.
LONDON, OHIO 43140

MINUTES

L OPENING
A. CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Vernon Stanforth called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.
Chief Paul Denton led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. Kelly Cain called the Roll Call.

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT

Chairperson Vernon P. Stanforth
Chief Paul Denton

Chief David Wiseman

Sergeant Troy Mineard

SAC Stephen Anthony

Mr. Willis Amweg

Colonel Paul Pride

B. GUESTS AND STAFF PRESENT

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE

Jeff Clark Attorney General’s Office
Brody Conover Attorney General’s Office

OHIO PEACE OFFICER TRAINING COMMISSION

Commission Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 6
January 8, 2015


DLong
Typewritten Text
Final Approved Signed Document
March 12, 2015 

DLong
Typewritten Text


GUESTS AND STAFF

Jeremy Koosed OFAN

Mary Davis OPOTC Executive Director
Lou Agosta OPOTA Deputy Director
Alice Robinson-Bond OPOTC Deputy Director
Jessica Didion OPOTA Deputy Director
John Green OPOTA Deputy Director
Kelly Cain OPOTC Staff

Eric Schaefer OPOTA Staff

Gail DeWolf OPOTA Staff

John Reedy OPOTA Staff

Jill Cury OPOTA Staff

Arienne Fauber OPOTA Staff

Brittany Thompson OPOTA Staff

II. CHAIRPERSON REPORT

MOTION

Chief Paul Denton motioned that the minutes of the November 20, 2014, meeting be
approved, Colonel Paul Pride seconded the motion. No discussion was forthcoming,
a vote was taken and passed unanimously.

Sergeant Troy Mineard motioned that the minutes of the December 11, 2014,
meeting be approved, Colonel Paul Pride seconded the motion. No discussion was
forthcoming, a vote was taken and passed unanimously.

Sheriff Stanforth informed the Commissioners a list of the 2015 Proposed Committee
Assignments was included in their packets. If everyone was comfortable with it, that list
would be the 2015 Committee assignments.

No discussion was forthcoming, that concluded the Chairperson Report.

III. CURRICULUM COMMITTEE Chief Paul Denton
Committee Chairperson

Committee Chair, Chief Denton, stated there was nothing new to report at this time. That
concluded the Curriculum Committee report.
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IV. LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE Chief David Wiseman
Committee Chairperson

Committee Chair, Chief Wiseman, stated there was nothing new to report at this time.
That concluded the Legislative Committee report.

V. HOUSE COMMITTEE Colonel Paul Pride
Committee Chairperson

Committee Chair, Colonel Pride, stated there was nothing new to report at this time. That
concluded the Curriculum Committee report.

VL CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL TRAINING COMMITTEE Sheriff Michael Heldman
Committee Chairperson

Committee Chair, Sheriff Heldman was absent from the meeting. Ms. Davis gave a
status update that CPT rosters are being received for 2014. So far, at least $450,000
reimbursement threshold has been met, so agencies are complying and have until the end
of this month to get their rosters in for compliance. Alice Robinson Bond reported that
approximately half of the departments have sent in their rosters so far and the other half
will send theirs in within the next 3 weeks.

That concluded the Continuing Professional Training Committee report.

STAFF REPORTS

VII. COMMISSION AND ACADEMY UPDATES Executive Director Mary Davis

Ms. Davis reported that in November it was suggested the Academy have an off-duty
Conceal Carry Course. With the staff that was present, they along with Ms. Davis, didn’t
realize that the Academy already offers this course. It is offered a minimum of three
times a year. It ran two times in 2014 and the third session was cancelled due to no
enrollment. It is currently being offered in 2015 at the TTC.

Sheriff Stanforth stated that in his conversations with the Governor’s Office about
training issues, they have inquired about specific training or recommended classes. He
recommended they call the Academy or go on-line to see the classes being offered. Ms.
Davis said that if there’s a course we have previously run but it is no longer scheduled
within the catalog, we can still run it for an agency. The agency just needs to contact us
to get it scheduled.

SAC Stephen Anthony asked about the level of difficulty in the conceal carry course. Is
it general or high level, is it a tactical course? Ms. Davis answered yes, it is tactical. In
terms of the equipment, where you carry it, what you do when officers show up, how you
handle yourself so you don’t get into a blue-on-blue situation, how to identify yourself
and respond when other officers show up. Deputy Director Lou Agosta added that the
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course does not provide much departmental policy, the departments typically provide that
information, it’s more of a tactical course. Ms. Davis said that the course also gets them
to think about if they only have their gun, what are they going to do to subdue someone?
Do you have other restraint devices? We can’t dictate what their agency policies require,
but we get them to think about it.

Ms. Davis updated the Commission on the Attorney General’s Advisory Group.
Meetings are being conducted on a bi-weekly basis. A meeting is being held today and
she would be attending after the Commission meeting. At the first meeting, a standard
model was presented to the Committee of what it took to become a peace officer and
what the requirements are to keep a certification valid. Today’s meeting was going to
involve Crisis Intervention Training and the Department of Corrections was coming in to
discuss their Interpersonal Communications Training on de-escalation.

Due to the realization of this being such a large issue, sub-committees will be formed this
afternoon from this Advisory Group to grasp the many concepts involved so things can
get looked at quicker. Ms. Davis is very pleased with the dynamics of the group. The
group has openly talked, respectfully shared different opinions, but everyone is open-
minded and forwarded thinking. Ms. Davis is encouraged that the group will be very
effective. Chief Denton asked if the meetings were public meetings? Ms. Davis stated
yes; however, she was unclear on the public’s participation. Mr. Jeff Clark said that the
Open Meetings Act doesn’t require that public participation be allowed, so it would be up
to the Advisory Group. Ms. Davis has received calls regarding the meetings and with
the approval of the group’s Chairperson, Dr. Reggie Wilkinson, she has forwarded those
individuals his e-mail address to respond to them to vet any questions and/or concerns
before it comes to the Advisory Group. Ms. Davis also encouraged the Commission to
bring any concerns to her to take to the group.

That concluded the Commission and Academy Updates.

OLD BUSINESS Chairperson Sheriff Vernon Stanforth

Chairperson Stanforth asked for any old business. No discussion was forthcoming, this
concluded the Old Business.

NEW BUSINESS Chairperson Sheriff Vernon Stanforth

Chairperson Stanforth reported that the Legislature passed and the Governor signed
legislation that modified sheriffs’ qualifications, Section 311 B and C. Within these, it
modifies the sheriff’s certification and education sections. In reviewing the legislation, it
brought to their attention, that the Commission plays two roles. The Commission is
challenged to ensure the current sheriffs meet the new qualifications and how the new
legislation reads and how it is open to interpretation. The Commission will have to make
a definitive decision on how to recognize training for sheriffs, if it meets the continuing
professional training mandate that they have not been required to take; however, they are
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required to take the mandated 16-hours of sheriff’s training. Chairperson Stanforth’s
concern was that this is not addressed in this legislation and he does not want it to be
misinterpreted and disqualify a sheriff. He has requested Ms. Davis and Mr. Clark to do
some research and bring their thoughts back before the Commission at the next meeting.

Sheriff Stanforth stated that the Commission is responsible for coordinating and funding
the 3-week training session for all new, incoming sheriffs at the beginning of their term.
The training takes place two weeks prior to taking office and the third week takes place
after they take office. Training is conducted at the BSSA headquarters and they stay
somewhere close by, an OPOTA staff serves as a coordinator, other sheriffs and experts
are brought in to instruct on the specific topics.

That concluded the New Business.

X. GUEST FORUM Chairperson Sheriff Vernon Stanforth

Sheriff Stanforth invited any guests to present before the Commission as part of the guest
forum. Mr. Jeremy Koosed introduced himself. Mr. Koosed provided a presentation on
healthy fat intake initiative called Omega Fats Action Network (OFAN). The group
promotes omega 3s and reliance on clean plant sources of omega 3s. The group has
reviewed the science around these deficiencies and has discovered that omega 3s are a
good source of a balanced, healthy fat diet and promotes a good mental well-being in
peace officers. OFAN is suggesting there be more opportunities for more healthy fat
intake and reminders to check the fatty acid balance and helpful tips to maintain a healthy
fat intake. Mr. Koosed provided samples, with recipes, of hemp and chia seeds. Mr
Koosed stressed the importance of the balance of omega 3 and omega 6 within your
dietary needs. With all of the processed vegetable oils and processed foods that are likely
to throw off fat intake, things get better when they are balanced out. Mr. Koosed stated
that because this does help with mental clarity and alertness, law enforcement should be
the leaders in this to help people make healthier decisions. His group is about helping
people feel good, think more clearly, and they are environmental activist.

Chairperson Stanforth asked if Mr. Koosed had performed a study with law enforcement
or what are the group’s studies based upon? Mr. Koosed responded that the studies are
based on depression, stress, and anxiety studies; they might have to do with fish or
walnuts. A lot of studies are based upon conditions such as eczema and disorders.

Ms. Davis added that the physical conditioning lesson plan in basic was recently revised
and they added nutritional information in relationship to balanced proteins and fats. She
was uncertain if the omega fats were addressed; however, this information can be
provided to the SME group for review.

This concluded the guest forum.
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XI. MOTION TO ADJOURN

Chairperson Stanforth asked if there was anything further to address. With nothing
forthcoming, he asked for a motion to adjourn.

Chief Denton motioned to adjourn the meeting. Colonel Pride seconded the motion.
The vote passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned.

Time: 10:35am

&mm (). 5() @A

Chairperson

.—'

These transcripts are not verbatim. Audio recordings are available upon request.
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