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I;-\lTIATIVE l'ETITIOX-l'lZOI'OSAL TO AME~D ARTICLE 
XH, COI\STJTUTIOX, BY ADOPTI~G AND ADDING 
NEW SECTTOX 13-TO I'ROVTDE GRADUATED LTCE:\SE 
TAX Ul'ON ALL CJIAL\ STOH.ES, COl\IBINATIO~S AND 
EI\TERPRISES, OPERATII\G, MAII\TAIXED OR DOING 
BCSII\'ESS IN STATE OF OHIO-SUCH TAX TO BE DIS­
TRIBUTED TO GEXEHAL REAL ESTATE FUI\D, GEN­
ERAL l'UBLJC SCl~IOOL FUXD, GENERAL OLD AGE 
PENSION FUND. 

CoLCl\fBCS, OH 10, March 26, 1938. 

MR. GEORt;E KL'HlDA, 1161 Andrus Street, Akron, Ohio. 
DEAR SIR: You have submitted for my examination a written petition 

signed by one hundred qualified electors of this state, containing· a 
proposed constitutional amendment and a summary of the same 
under Section 4785-175, General Code. It is proposed to amend 
Article XII of the Constitution by adopting and adding thereto a new 
section to be known as Section 13, to read as follows:' 

"A graduated license tax is hereby created and imposed 
on all Chain Stores, Chain Combinations or Chain Enter­
prises, maintained, operating or cluing business in the State 
of Ohio and under the same general management, super­
Yision or ownership upon the following sliding schedule, 
to-wit: 

Schedule 1: Twu (2) to Ten (10) Stores or Enterprises 
$50.00 Per Each. Ten ( 1 0) to Twenty-fi,·e (25) Stores or 
Enterprises $100.00 J'er tach. Twenty-fiye (25) to Fifty 
(50) Stores or Enterprises $150.0) Per Each. Fifty (50) and 
all over Fifty (50) Stores or Enterprises $175.00 Each. 

Schedule 2: Said graduated license tax shall be paid 
by each and all ,rhain Stores, Chain Combinations or Chain 
Enterprises, semi-annually in January and June of each an<l 
cn~ry year succeeding the time ·when this amendment shall 
be apprO\·ed and become effecii,·e. 

Schedule 3: The funds created and pruYided by the 
assessment of the foregoing Graduated License Tax shall be 
distributed in the following manner and according to the fol­
lowing table of schedules: 
50% (Fifty percent) to the General Real Estate Tax Fum!. 



25% (Twenty-fin: percent) to the General l'ublic School 
Fund. 

25 7u (Twenty-fi,·e percent) to the Ceneral Old Age !'en-
sion Fund. 

Schedule 4: 1 f the Yotes cast fur the foregoing proposed 
Amendment shall exceed in numbers those cast against it, 
said Amendment shall become efiecti,·e Ten (10) days aiter 
the election \rhen said Amendment is voted upon." 

A summary of this amendment reads as follows: 
''Said proposed amendment prO\·ides a graduated license 

tax upon all chain stores, chain combinations, and chain 
enterprises, operating or maintained, or doing business in 
the State of Ohio,. and said chain stores, chain combinations, 
chain enterprises being under the same general management, 
supervision or ownership, such license tax to be distributed 
to the General Real Estate Fund; General l'ublic School 
Fund; General Old Age Pension Fund." 
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I am of the opinion that the foregoing is a t<ur and truthful 
statement of the proposed constitutional amendment and accordingly 
submit for uses prm·ided by law the following certification: 

"\iVithout passing upon the adYisability of the adoption 
of the proposed constitutional amendment, but pursuant to 
the duties imposed upon me under the provisions of Section 
4785-175, General Code, I hereby certify that the foregoing 
summary 1s a fair and truthful statement of the proposed 
amendment. HERBERT S. DuFFY, Attorney General." 
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Respectfully, 
HERBERT S. DcFFY, 

/lttor11cy Gcllcral. 


