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Narrative:
On June 7, 2022, the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation BCI, Special Agent (SA) Perry
Roeser, and SA Doug Eveslage conducted an Involved Officer Interview with Union County
Deputy Sheriff Jacob Matejko (Matejko). The interview was part of the investigation of the
Officer-Involved Critical Incident (OICI) from May 30, 2022, in front of 1551 Meadowlark Lane,
Marysville, Ohio. The interview occurred at the Union County Sheriff's Office at 221 W. Fifth
Street, Marysville, Ohio.
Matejko discharged his firearm at the involved subject, Matthew Todhunter (Todhunter), after
Todhunter presented and pointed a gun at Matejko. Todhunter did not survive the law
enforcement contact.
The investigator recorded the interview. The details below summarized the pertinent portions
of the recorded interview with Matejko and were not taken verbatim unless noted by quotation.
Matejko had his attorney, Robert Sauter, present for the interview. The discussion began
at 1400 hours. Before questions were asked, SA Roeser read the BCI Criminal Investigation
Notification form to Matejko, which he acknowledged and signed. See attachment #1.
Attorney Sauter presented SA Roeser with a typed seven-page statement (attachment #2) titled
"Statement of Deputy Jacob Matejko, Union County Sheriff's Office, Regarding Incident of May
30, 2022." The statement was signed and dated by Matejko. The official report will be held in
the permanent case file at BCI, London, Ohio.
SA Roeser asked several administrative questions to Matejko before any questions related to
the OICI were asked. Matejko said he was 31 years old, and his badge number was 858,
which was also his radio call sign. Matejko said he was assigned to uniform patrol and
worked second shift hours with Wednesday and Thursday off. Matejko said he was also
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the department's K9 handler. Matejko said he began employment with the sheriff's office
in February 2017, and had prior law enforcement experience with Sharon Township Police
Department from August 2014 to February 2017. Matejko stated he worked a little overtime
before the May 30, 2022, incident date. Matejko said he was in the day's uniform, with his
pistol, a Glock 17, and two magazines on his duty belt. Matejko said he tops off his firearm
with an extra cartridge. Matejko noted he does not carry OC spray or an ASP on his duty belt
due to his K9 duties. The only other less-lethal option Matejko had was his Taser. Matejko
said other than the Body-Worn Camera, he had no other recording devices active. Matejko said
he was operating cruiser #67, and everything was operational. Matejko said he had no partner
in cruiser #67 the night of the OICI. Matejko explained the onboard MDT was used more for
report writing, LEADS inquiry, and dispatch information. Matejko noted that the cruiser radio
was used for communication with dispatch. Matejko stated he had no specialized training
other than his K9 duties. Matejko gained his Ohio Peace Officer Certification in April 2014.
Matejko stated he took no prescription medication and did not consume alcohol 24 hours
before the OICI had occurred.
Matejko was asked if he had experienced any other OICI. Matejko said, "yes", and explained
on April 30, 2022, he was an involved officer in another shooting in Plain City, Ohio. Matejko
noted that the BCI investigation had not yet been presented to a grand jury. Attorney Sauter
stated he was representing Matejko in that case as well. Matejko was asked if he had any
previous discipline or use of force complaints settled against him. He said no.
SA Roeser then asked Matejko how he became involved with the call on Meadowlark Lane.
Attorney Sauter then requested if Matejko could just read his prepared statement starting at
page #3, the third paragraph. SA Roeser acknowledged the request, and Matejko read his
statement word for word to the end of page #7.
In Summary, Matejko said he was in the dispatch center when he overheard the 911 call for
assistance arrive. In the call, a man pointed a gun at others in the 1500 block of Meadowlark
Lane. As Matejko was headed to the scene, dispatch told him that the man with the gun
was in a white pick-up truck. Matejko stated he arrived from the northbound direction at
approximately 1835 hours and found Todhunter in the white pick-up truck and a white Audi
with two females pulled up simultaneously from the southbound direction. Matejko indicated
he recognized one female from the car as Brittany Harding from prior law enforcement
contact. Matejko stated he had no previous contact with Todhunter. Matejko said he ordered
Todhunter to put his hands out of the driver’s side window several times which he complied.
Matejko stated he had nothing in his hands. As Matejko was shouting orders to Todhunter,
he said the two females were yelling at him, "he does not have a gun." Matejko then ordered
Todhunter out of the truck. Matejko said Todhunter exited the truck "quickly" with a gun in
his right hand down by his side. Matejko said as he ordered Todhunter to drop the weapon;
Todhunter pointed the gun directly at him in a shooting stance. Matejko stated he fired his
duty weapon 4-5 times toward Todhunter due to the threat he posed to his life. Matejko
continued and said he discharged his gun because of the immediate threat to his life.
Matejko noted after Todhunter fell to the ground, Harding jumped on Todhunter and yelled.
Matejko stated as he approached Todhunter, the gun was near his body. Matejko said he
kicked the gun away from Todhunter and ordered Harding off of Todhunter so aid could be
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rendered. Matejko said after he kicked the gun away, the back handle fell off, and a CO2
canister appeared. At that point, Matejko thought the gun was not real.
From Matejko's written statement, other law enforcement arrived and assisted with first aid
until Marysville medics arrived and transported Todhunter to an area hospital, where he was
pronounced deceased.
When Matejko completed reading his official statement, SA Roeser asked Matejko if he was
familiar with the Union County Sheriff's Office’s Use of Force Policy and if he felt he complied
with the procedure. He answered in the affirmative to both questions. SA Roeser then asked if
less lethal options would have been appropriate given the situation. Matejko answered, "no".
SA Roeser asked Matejko why he discharged his weapon at Todhunter. Matejko said Todhunter
pointed "what he believed to be a firearm directly at me." Matejko was then asked if he was
in fear of his life. He said, "yes". SA Roeser then asked Matejko his thought process when he
saw the firearm pointed at him. Matejko said, "if I'm wrong, I'm dead."
The interview between the agents and Matejko was digitally recorded and can be reviewed for
additional details. See attachment #3 for a copy of the audio recording.

Attachments:
Attachment # 01: Criminal Investigation Notifcation-Jabob Matejko
Attachment # 02: Official Statement from Jacob Matejko
Attachment # 03: 2022-06-07 / Interview of Jacob Matejko
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Exhibit 1

Exhibit 2

Exhibit 3

Included as a separate file.

