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Investigative Activity:  Interview with Involved Officer   

Involves:   Officer  #  

Activity Date:   9/6/2023    

Activity Location:  Law Offices of Harshman, Wannemacher, Tipton & Lipperman located at: 

   4683 Winterset Drive, Columbus, OH 43220  

Authoring Agent:  Special Agent Chad Holcomb, #61   

 

Narrative: 

On Wednesday, September 06, 2023, at 1000 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Chad Holcomb (SA Holcomb) and SA Matt Collins (SA Collins) interviewed 

Columbus Police Department (CPD) Officer (Ofc.) ( ), who was accompanied 

by his attorney, Nicole Wannemacher, from the Fraternal Order of Police. The interview took 

place at the attorney’s office located at 4683 Winterset Drive, Columbus, OH 43220. The 

interview was audio recorded. 

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most relevance 

to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers from the 

interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s overall 

understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be reflective of the 

actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full recording be reviewed to clarify any 

content or contextual questions regarding the information from the interview. 

Narrative: 

Prior to beginning the interview, SA Holcomb provided Ofc. with the BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form. SA Holcomb advised BCI was conducting a criminal investigation 

separate from any internal investigation that CPD may be conducting. Ofc. was told his 

interview was voluntary and that he could stop answering questions at any time. Ofc. 

verbally confirmed he understood the contents of the form and signed the document, 

acknowledging his understanding. A copy of the signed Criminal Investigation Notification (CIN) 

is attached to this report.  

Attorney Nicole Wannemacher provided SA Holcomb with a written statement from Ofc. 

regarding the OICI. SA Holcomb reviewed the statement upon receipt. Ofc. read his 

statement. Ofc. signed his statement provided to BCI, and he verified the statement was 

true and accurate depiction of the OICI incident. Please refer to Ofc. s statement for 



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 
2023-2080 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 45 Great Southern Blvd., Columbus, 

OH 43207 
 

 

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 

nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an administrative rule, or any 

rule of procedure. 

Page 2 of 3 Supervisor Approval: SAS (First, last, badge number) 9/19/2023 3:23 PM 

further details. A copy of the signed written statement is saved within the case file and is 

attached to this report.  

Ofc. stated that he arrived at 45 Great Southern Blvd., due to a 911 call stating a male 

with a gun was robbing another male and attempting to take his vehicle. Ofc. stated, “As 

soon as he [Ofc. ] stopped the police wagon, I exited the passenger’s side with my 

weapon in my right hand. As I was exiting the police wagon, the suspect opened the driver’s 

side door and got out with a gun in his right hand. I immediately yelled at him to ‘Drop it!’”. Ofc. 

continued to state, “Suddenly, I heard rounds being fired and I saw the suspect on the 

ground, half sitting up with his shoulders hunched up and the gun in his hands with the barrel 

of it pointed towards Officer and I believed he was shooting at Officer . I 

immediately started firing my weapon at the suspect”.  

Ofc. further stated, “At the time I fired my weapon at the suspect, I was in fear for the life 

of Officer . Prior to me firing my weapons, I knew the suspect had a firearm and that 

he had committed an armed robbery. Immediately before I discharged my firearm, I heard 

rounds being fired and I saw the suspect sitting up on the ground, with his gun pointed at 

Officer and it was at that moment I began firing my weapon. I do not believe I had 

any other reasonable alternative to protect the life of Officer from the suspect’s 

deadly threat at the time I fired my weapon.”  

SA Holcomb and SA Collins asked Ofc. multiple follow-up questions. 

SA Holcomb asked Ofc. that when he first saw Huntzinger near the Lowe’s, where exactly 

did he see him (Huntzinger). Ofc. stated that Huntzinger was walking near the service 

road by Lowe’s. SA Holcomb asked if Ofc. ever saw the female, Xayla Schuerell. Ofc. 

stated he saw a female as he was leaving the scene with officer support. Ofc. does 

not believe, either he or Ofc. ever activated the vehicles siren and doesn’t believe 

the light bar was activated at the time of the encounter with Huntzinger. Ofc. stated that 

he believed he was clearly identifiable as a police officer.  

Ofc. was asked if he could locate any of Huntzinger’s injuries after he was in custody. Ofc. 

stated that when he rolled Huntzinger over and was checking for items in his pockets, he 

saw some injuries to his back. Ofc. was asked if he ever feared for his life during the 

incident; he said yes. Ofc. stated that when he first got out of the wagon and he saw that 

Huntzinger was pointing a gun at him he feared for his life. Ofc. was asked if Huntzinger 

ever complied with any of his commands; he stated Huntzinger did not.  
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Ofc. was asked if he heard anyone else give commands or if Huntzinger ever said 

anything. Ofc. stated he remembers yelling ‘drop it’ and believes that Ofc. 

said ‘drop it’ as well. Ofc. also believes someone else say “no no no” but was not sure 

who said it. Ofc. stated that all the words heard or said was immediately as soon as they 

pulled up. 

Ofc. stated the lighting conditions was dawn and sunny. Ofc. stated there was no 

need for alternative light. Ofc. stated that he carries his firearm with 17 cartridges in the 

magazine and one cartridge in the chamber. During Ofc. s reload, he dropped the 

magazine and did not move it.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1016 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. The signed 

BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. Please see the 

attachments for further details. 

 


















