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Investigative Activity:  OOCIC Video Review  

Involves:     Ohio Organized Crime Investigations Commission   

Activity Date:     01-04-2024  

Authoring Agent:    Special Agent Joseph Goudy #83 

 

Narrative: 

 

On Thursday, December 14, 2023, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special 

Agent (SA) Joseph Goudy (Goudy) received disks and documents from the Ohio 

Organized Crime Investigations Commission (OOCIC). SA Goudy had previously sent 

video recordings (Matrix Reference Item H) to OOCIC from body camera footage 

received from the Garfield Heights Police Department (GHPD). OOCIC was requested to 

perform various enhancements of the submitted video as detailed below. 

 

SA Goudy reviewed the documents from OOCIC. The documents were: 

 

1. OOCIC Evidence Submission Form 23-00100 

 

This document was the submission sheet created to submit the video recordings 

to OOCIC. It also documented the creation of data disks by OOCIC. 

 

2. OOCIC Chain of Custody Report 23-00100 

 

This document was the chain of Custody for OOCIC 

 

3. OOCIC Curriculum Vitae 23-00100 

 

This document was the curriculum vitae for OCIC Analyst David F. Loomis. 

 

4. OCIC Forensic Video Analysis Report 23-00100  

 

SA Goudy reviewed the data disks created by OOCIC and noted the following:  

The video presentations consist of the following two files: 

• 23-00100 Hash Values (.csv) 

• 23-00100 Video Presentations (.mp4) 
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The .csv files contained hash values and identifying information for the video 

production. 

The .mp4 file contained a 2 minute and 44 second video presentation which appeared 

to have been produced from the video footage provided to OCIC. 

The frames-per-second (FPS) rate of the video presentation was 29.97 FPS.  

An audio wave form effect and a timecode effect were included in the video 

presentation. 

 

Disclaimer and Additional Factors to consider when evaluating Video. 

The speed of the incident is remarkable. The speed and complexity of rapidly evolving 

situation(s) that occur during use of force encounters are difficult concepts to 

comprehend by only watching the video or listening to the audio recording.  

Video and audio recording devices also record more information about a particular 

scene or incident than the person(s) involved in the incident can process during the 

critical incident. Video and audio recording devices rarely record an event from the 

same perspective of the officer or subjects involved. It captures the action but not the 

perception, decision-making, focus or intent of the officer. Video recordings often miss 

tactile cues or other actions of a subject.  

Video and audio recording devices record within the video and sound capabilities 

available, and they record objectively. Video and audio recordings lack the history, 

perspective, and interest of the people involved. The positions, angles, obstacles, 

lighting, and distance from the incident are also factors that need serious 

consideration.  

Video and audio recordings are only components of an investigation and should not be 

the only evidence relied upon. All available evidence, statements and other information 

must be evaluated alongside the video recordings available.  

Due to audio recording limitations, the speed at which sound travels, the distance of 

the recording device from the origin of the sound, the size and density of objects 

positioned between the recording device and the origin of a sound, and various other 

environmental factors, sounds heard on a recording may not be definitively identified.  

Throughout this report the percussion sounds consistent with the sound of gunfire 

may be referred to as gunshots or gunfire. It should be noted that those references are 
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based on the totality of corroborating information and evidence gathered throughout 

this investigation. It in no way suggests that the percussion sounds referenced could 

not have originated from some other unknown source. 

 

Method and Process 

SA Goudy utilized the audio waveform effect to help identify sounds and when they 

occurred within the video production, specifically when reviewing the video frame by 

frame.  

The timecode effect was used to count frames between significant events identified 

within the recording.  

The video/audio production indicated the video contained 29.97 (30) frames per 

second. Time was calculated by dividing 1 second by 30 frames. The result was each 

frame represents 0.03333333 seconds. Using this calculation, the amount of time that 

transpired between significant events can be approximately calculated by multiplying 

the number of frames captured between the events by the amount of time each frame 

represented (0.03333333). The product is the approximate amount of elapsed time. 

For this review, SA Goudy rounded the product to the nearest hundredth place decimal 

(example 0.46666662 was rounded to 0.47 seconds).  

The sound was depicted through the audio wave bar which traveled horizontally from 

the screen right to the screen left. As sound increased, so did the number of waves 

depicted. When a sound first became audibly detectable, the wave bar began to 

increase in frequency on the right side of the screen (See Figure 1). For this reason, SA 

Goudy identified the frames depicting significant events as the first frame displaying 

an increase in frequency on the wave bar.  

SA Goudy identified significant events based on the best available visual and audio 

cues. The first event was the time frame when Lieutenant Berdysz is seen on 

s body camera telling the officers to exit the residence. The significant events 

that followed were distinct percussion sounds which appeared to be consistent with 

the sound of gunfire. The frame numbers depicting these events were noted and 

placed in a spreadsheet. The number of frames between each of the events was 

counted and then multiplied by 0.03333333 to identify the amount of time that 

elapsed between each event. The spreadsheet created for this review has been 

attached to this report. 
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Video Review 

 

At the 00:00:08:24-mark,  ( )  is negotiating with the 

subject Benard Russell to remove the gun from his head. It should also be noted that 

Lieutenant (Lt) Berdysz was planning on having all GHPD officers exit the residence. 

This represents the first significant event as indicated in the attached spreadsheet. 

From the time frame to when the first gunshot was fired, there were 59 total frames 

which equated to 2.0 seconds.  

 

 

(Image #1) 
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At the 00:00:10:23-mark, this image represents the second significant event in which 

the first gunshot is fired by in the direction of Benard Russell (Russell). This 

image depicts the slide going back on  s firearm which indicated a 

gunshot being fired. In addition, the wavelength bar indicated the repercussion of the 

gunshot. From this time frame to when the second gunshot was fired, there were 7 

total frames which equated to 0.23 seconds.  

 

 

(Image #2) 
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At the 00:00:11:00-mark, this image represents the third significant event in which the 

second gunshot is fired by in the direction of Benard Russell (Russell). This 

image depicts the slide going back on s firearm which indicated a gunshot 

being fired. From this time frame to when the third gunshot was fired, there were 24 

total frames which equated to 0.79 seconds. Due to multiple gunshots and yelling in 

the enclosed basement, the sound bar was ineffective to determine s 

gunshot being fired.  

 

 

(Image #3) 
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At the 00:00:11:24-mark, this image represents the fourth significant event in which 

the third gunshot is fired by in the direction of Russell. This image depicts 

the slide going back on s firearm which indicated a gunshot being fired. In 

addition, the wavelength bar indicated the repercussion of the gunshot. From this time 

frame to when the fourth gunshot was fired, there were 6 total frames which equated 

to 0.19 seconds.  

 

 

(Image #4) 
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At the 00:00:12:00-mark, this image represents the fifth significant event in which the 

fourth gunshot is fired by in the direction of Russell. This image depicts the 

slide going back on s firearm which indicated a gunshot being fired. In 

addition, due to multiple gunshots and yelling in the enclosed basement, the sound 

bar was ineffective to determine s gunshot being fired. From this time 

frame to when the fifth gunshot was fired, there were 7 total frames which equated to 

0.23 seconds.  

 

 

(Image #5) 
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At the 00:00:12:07-mark, this image represents the sixth significant event in which the 

fifth gunshot is fired by in the direction of Russell. This image depicts the 

slide going back on s firearm which indicated a gunshot being fired. In 

addition, due to multiple gunshots and yelling in the enclosed basement, the sound 

bar was ineffective to determine s gunshot being fired. From this time 

frame to when the sixth gunshot was fired, there were 5 total frames which equated to 

0.16 seconds.  

 

 

(Image #6) 
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At the 00:00:12:12-mark, this image represents the seventh significant event in which 

the sixth gunshot is fired by in the direction of Russell. This image depicts 

the slide going back on s firearm which indicated a gunshot being fired. In 

addition, due to multiple gunshots and yelling in the enclosed basement, the sound 

bar was ineffective to determine s gunshot being fired. From this time 

frame to when the seventh gunshot was fired, there were 6 total frames which equated 

to 0.19 seconds.  

 

 

(Image #7) 
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At the 00:00:12:18-mark, this image represents the eighth significant event in which 

the seventh and final gunshot is fired by in the direction of Russell. This 

image depicts the slide going back on s firearm which indicated a gunshot 

being fired. In addition, due to multiple gunshots and yelling in the enclosed 

basement, the sound bar was ineffective to determine s gunshot being 

fired. 

 

 

(Image #8) 
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At the 00:00:09:00-mark, While  ( )  is negotiating 

with the subject Benard Russell to remove the gun from his head, 

 took up another position in a separate room for cover. It should also be noted 

that Lieutenant (Lt) Berdysz was planning on having all GHPD officers exit the 

residence. This represents the first significant event as indicated in the attached 

spreadsheet. From the time frame to when the first gunshot was fired, there were 72 

total frames which equated to 2.39 seconds.  

 

 

(Image #1) 
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At the 00:00:11:12 mark, this is the second significant event indicated on the attached 

spreadsheet in which fired his first gunshot in the direction of Russell. This 

photo depicts smoke from the gunshot residue. In addition, the wavelength bar 

indicated the repercussion of the gunshot being fired. From the time frame to when 

the second gunshot was fired, there were 9 total frames which equated to 0.29 

seconds. 

 

 

(Image #2) 
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At the 00:00:11:21 mark, this is the third significant event indicated on the attached 

spreadsheet in which fired his second gunshot in the direction of Russell. 

This photo depicts smoke from the gunshot residue. In addition, due to multiple 

gunshots and yelling in the enclosed basement, the sound bar was ineffective to 

determine s gunshot being fired. From the time frame to when the third 

gunshot was fired, there were 8 total frames which equated to 0.26 seconds. 

 

 

(Image #3) 
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At the 00:00:11:29 mark, this is the fourth significant event indicated on the attached 

spreadsheet in which fired his third gunshot in the direction of Russell. This 

photo depicts smoke from the gunshot residue. In addition, due to multiple gunshots 

and yelling in the enclosed basement, the sound bar was ineffective to determine 

s gunshot being fired. From the time frame to when the fourth gunshot was 

fired, there were 469 total frames which equated to 15.63 seconds. 

 

 

(Image #4) 
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At the 00:00:27:18 mark, this is the fifth significant event indicated on the attached 

spreadsheet in which fired his fourth and final gunshot in the direction of 

Russell. This photo depicts smoke from the gunshot residue. In addition, the 

wavelength bar indicated the repercussion of the gunshot being fired by  

 

 

(Image #5) 
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Based on the data gathered from this video production, SA Goudy was able to 

approximately calculate the following: 

 

• 2.0 seconds elapsed from the first significant event to when the first gunshot 

was fired. 

• All seven gunshots were fired in 1.79 seconds. 

• The table depicts the time that elapsed between the sound of each gunshot. 

 

 

• 2.39 seconds elapsed from the first significant event to when the first gunshot 

was fired. 

• All four gunshots were fired in 16.18 seconds. 

• The table depicts the time that elapsed between the sound of each gunshot. 

 
























