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On Thursday, May 30, 2024 at 1402 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special
Agent Chad Holcomb (SA Holcomb) and SA Matt Collins (SA Collins) interviewed Columbus
Division of Police (CPD) , who was accompanied by his
attorney, Nicole Wannemacher, from the Fraternal Order of Police. The interview took place at
the attorney’s office located at 4683 Winterset Drive, Columbus, Ohio. The interview was
audio recorded.

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most
relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers from
the interview. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s overall
understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be reflective of the
actual sequencing of questions. It is suggested that the full recording be reviewed to clarify
any content or contextual questions regarding the information from the interview.

Narrative:Narrative:

At the beginning of the interview, SA Holcomb provided  with the BCI Criminal
Investigation Notification form. SA Holcomb advised BCI was conducting a criminal
investigation separate from any internal investigation that CPD may be conducting. 
was told his interview was voluntary and that he could stop answering questions at any time.

 verbally confirmed he understood the contents of the form and signed the
document, acknowledging his understanding. A copy of the signed Criminal Investigation
Notification (CIN) is attached to this report.

Attorney Nicole Wannemacher provided SA Holcomb with a written statement from 
regarding the OICI. SA Holcomb reviewed the statement upon receipt.  signed his
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statement provided to BCI, and he verified the statement was true and accurate depiction of
the OICI incident. Please refer to  statement for further details. A copy of the
signed written statement has been attached to this report.

 stated in his statement that he and other officers were wrapping up a burglary call
when a male with a firearm run was dispatched.  and other CPD officers were
assigned to the run and started traveling to the scene, approximately 3-4 minutes away.

Upon arrival,  parked his vehicle at the intersection, away from the scene. He then
walked towards the dispatched address on foot. He looked around the rear of the apartment
and heard sounds coming from the back of the building. Ofc. Brady Thomas (Ofc. Thomas)
gave the male, Rafael Warfield (Warfield), commands to show his hands.  then
repositioned to behind a vehicle to get a better view of Warfield.

 wrote in his statement,

“I saw the suspect walk from the backdoor to out past the end of the divider.
Suddenly, the suspect raised his right arm towards me and I simultaneously saw
a muzzle flash and heard a gunshot. I fired my rifle and briefly ducked behind
the SUV as the suspect’s muzzle flash had momentarily impaired my ability to
see him. I peered up from the rear corner of the SUV and saw the suspect was
still standing just north of the privacy divider with the gun pointed towards me.
I fired my rifle and the suspect retreated behind the privacy divider. I stopped
firing when I could no longer see the suspect.”

 and other CPD Officers then approached Warfield and  kicked a firearm
away from Warfield. Other officers then provided first aid to Warfield.

 wrote in his statement,

“I believe I fired 12-14 rounds at the suspect. I carry my rifle with 30 rounds in
each magazine. I believe I fired one round immediately in response to the
suspect firing at me, then there was a brief pause of roughly a second and I
fired my remaining rounds in rapid succession. I do not believe I struck the
suspect with my first round, as he did not appear to be hit (did not fall down,
drop his weapon, yell out, etc.) and I saw smoke/dust coming from the
building/shed. I believe I was 25-30 yards from the suspect when I fired at him.
I fired from a standing position behind the passenger rear corner of an SUV that
was parked at the east end of the building. I was trying to utilize the SUV as
cover. I fired with my rifle against my right shoulder and used my Holographic
sight. The direction of my shots was southwest. My backdrop was the attached
shed/storage unit. My target was center mass. I stopped firing because I could
no longer see the suspect.”
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 continued to write,

“At the time I fired my weapon, I was in fear for my life as well as the lives of the
other officers in the area. Immediately prior to discharging my rifle, the suspect
had fired at me and I believed he was trying to seriously injure or kill me. I do
not know how many rounds the suspect fired but I know that he fired at least
one round at me and that he still had his gun pointed at me when I re-engaged.
I do not believe I had any other reasonable alternative to protect my life and the
lives of the other officers at the time I fired my weapon”.

Agents asked additional follow up questions to  was asked if he ever
gave any commands to Warfield; he said he did not. He explained that Ofc. Thomas was giving
commands and that two voices yelling commands at once would be difficult to understand.

 was asked if he was able to describe the firearm when he saw the muzzle flash. He
said that Warfield's right arm raised and appeared to be a black handgun.

SA Holcomb asked that with the commands being given and the uniform that  was
wearing, if he believed himself and officers on scene were accurately represented as law
enforcement.  said yes.  was asked if he followed CPD policy and
procedures during the incident; he said he did.

The interview concluded at approximately 1411 hours.

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. The
signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form and  signed statement is also
attached to this report. Please see the attachments for further details.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2024-05-30 -  Interview (2024-1513)
Attachment # 02:
Attachment # 03:  CIN
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