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Investigative Activity:Investigative Activity: Interview with Officer

Involves:Involves: (O)

Date of Activity:Date of Activity: 07/27/2022

Author:Author: SA Eric Lehnhart, #84

Narrative:Narrative:

On Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at 1300 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation
(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Eric Lehnhart and SA John Tingley interviewed Ohio State

his attorney, Nicole Wannemacher, from the Ohio Troopers Coalition. The interview
took place at 1583 Alum Creek Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43209. The interview was
audio recorded.

Trooper read, understood and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation
Notification form.

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most
relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and
answers from the interview. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the
reader’s overall understanding of the information obtained during the interview and
may not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions. It is suggested that the
full recording and prepared statement be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual
questions regarding the information from the interview.

Preliminary and Demographic Information:Preliminary and Demographic Information:

Name:Name:  Rank:Rank: Trooper
Badge Number:Badge Number: Cruiser/Vehicle Number:Cruiser/Vehicle Number: N/A
Radio Call Sign:Radio Call Sign: Immediate Supervisor:Immediate Supervisor: N/A
Radio Channel Utilized:Radio Channel Utilized: N/A Mobile Data Terminal:Mobile Data Terminal: N/A
Cruiser Description:Cruiser Description: N/A Occupants of Cruiser and SeatingOccupants of Cruiser and Seating

Positions:Positions: N/A
Assignment:Assignment: Special Response Team (SRT) Normal Shift:Normal Shift: 1400 – 2200 hours
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In-Car Camera:In-Car Camera: N/A Spotlight:Spotlight: N/A
Emergency Lights:Emergency Lights: N/A Siren:Siren: N/A
Shift Day of Incident:Shift Day of Incident: 1400 – 2200 hours Duty Status:Duty Status: On-Duty
Days Off:Days Off: Sunday & Monday Prior Overtime or Extra Details withinPrior Overtime or Extra Details within

Preceding 48 Hours:Preceding 48 Hours: None
Hours of Sleep Prior to Incident:Hours of Sleep Prior to Incident: 8 Consider Self Well Rested?Consider Self Well Rested? Yes
Total Length as Officer:Total Length as Officer: 10 years Length at Current Agency:Length at Current Agency: 10 years
Physical Disabilities (to include hearingPhysical Disabilities (to include hearing
aid):aid): None Corrective Lenses:Corrective Lenses: No Corrective Lenses

Uniform Worn:Uniform Worn: Green Tactical Uniform Equipment and Less-Lethal OptionsEquipment and Less-Lethal Options
Carried on Person/Belt/Vest:Carried on Person/Belt/Vest: N/A

Ballistic Vest:Ballistic Vest: Not Worn Body Worn Camera:Body Worn Camera: Present; Not Used
Other Recording Devices:Other Recording Devices: None Partner:Partner: Trooper 
Injuries:Injuries: None Equipment Damage:Equipment Damage: None
Training or Areas of Specialty:Training or Areas of Specialty: SRT/Sniper OPOTC Certification:OPOTC Certification: Yes
Military Experience/Training:Military Experience/Training: Navy, Four
(4) Years

Use-of-Force Training:Use-of-Force Training: March 3, 2022

Prior Shooting Incidents:Prior Shooting Incidents: None Prior Discipline or Use-of-ForcePrior Discipline or Use-of-Force
Complaints:Complaints: Nothing found outside of
policy

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs thatMedications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that
might Impair Your Duties at Time ofmight Impair Your Duties at Time of
Incident:Incident: None

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs thatMedications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that
might Impair You Now for Interview:might Impair You Now for Interview: None

Alcohol in Past 24 Hours?Alcohol in Past 24 Hours? None Last Consumed Alcohol Prior to Incident:Last Consumed Alcohol Prior to Incident:
Unknown

Officer’s Firearm(s):Officer’s Firearm(s):
Weapon #1Weapon #1

Make:Make: FN SPR Model:Model: A5
Caliber/Gauge:Caliber/Gauge: 308 Serial:Serial:
Type:Type: Rifle Method of Carry:Method of Carry: Sling
Magazine Capacity:Magazine Capacity: Four (4) Rounds Total Total Rounds as Carried (includingTotal Rounds as Carried (including

chamber):chamber): Eight (8)
Extra Magazines:Extra Magazines: One (1) Number of Rounds in Extra Mag:Number of Rounds in Extra Mag: Four (4)
Discharged During Incident?Discharged During Incident? Yes Primary or Backup Weapon:Primary or Backup Weapon: SRT
Rounds Remaining After Incident:Rounds Remaining After Incident: Three
(3)

Number of Rounds Fired:Number of Rounds Fired: One (1)

Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right Ownership:Ownership: OSHP
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: July 21, 2022 Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: N/A

NarrativeNarrative::

Trooper  unit #  is a 10-year veteran of the Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP)
who began his employment in November of 2012. He is currently assigned to the Akron Post
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and is also a part-time member of the Special Response Team (SRT), as one of several OSHP
riflemen/snipers. He is OPOTA certified through the OSHP Academy and is current on all
required training and qualifications.

On Tuesday, July 19, 2022, Trooper  while on duty, received an OSHP SRT text with
information about a barricaded individual and her son at the Westchester Square Apartments
in Austintown Township. After receiving this information, Trooper responded to the
area and was assigned as a part of a sniper/spotter team with Trooper 
( . As the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) SWAT team was already on scene and
had been for several hours, the plan was for OSHP SRT members to relieve the FBI SWAT team
of their positions and continue on with the negotiations.

Troopers and made their way to an adjacent building where the FBI's sniper
was already in position in a small laundry room. Trooper volunteered to take the
first 30-minute rotation as the sniper, between he and Trooper  while Trooper

kept a visual through the spotting scope. Trooper concentrated his focus
on the window that was described by the FBI as a possible living room. The FBI advised
Trooper that the female subject was known to be alive, as was her son, and they
had witnessed her peek out that specific window earlier in the day.

The FBI also relayed that they had tried to utilize a robot to establish communications with the
female; but, in response, she had fired a weapon inside the apartment.

At 1530 hours, Trooper and Trooper traded positions. As OSHP SRT had
taken over the complete operation, both Troopers listened; as other OSHP SRT members
discussed diversion tactics should a breech of the apartment door be necessary.

At 1600 hours, the two switched positions again and Trooper assumed the role as
sniper. As Trooper Landers (robot operator) was operating OSHP's robot toward the subject's
doors to attempt communications, the subject appeared at the southside window, opened it
and fired a black handgun at OSHP SRT members, who were positioned near the southwest
corner of the subject's apartment.

Suddenly, I saw her hand appear from the bottom of the window with a black
handgun in it and she rapidly fired at least two shots towards the west end of
her building where I knew SRT members were located. I immediately fired one
round. in an instant, she disappeared from the window. I was not certain if I had
hit her. I ejected the casing and put another round in the chamber. I yelled
"Shot Out" and I heard relay it over the radio. The entire incident of the
suspect's hand appearing out the window, her firing and me returning fire,
happened within 2-3 seconds.

Trooper maintained his position, while SRT breeched the subject's door and called
the young male to safety. As SRT called for the standby medics to enter, Trooper 
laid his riffle down and left the laundry room, while other law enforcement officers on scene
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Post, where he stood by until BCI personnel arrived.

Trooper stated that he was unfamiliar with the female subject; and, once her
identity was known to him, he advised that he had no other prior contact with her that he
could recall.

The interview concluded at approximately 1328 hours.

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording, signed BCI Criminal
Investigation Notification form and Trooper s previously prepared typed
statement, which he read on the audio recording, are attached to this Investigative
Report.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2022-07-27 Typed Statement

Attachment # 03: 2022-07-27 Overhead Scene
Attachment # 04: 2022-07-27 Interview
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