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Investigative Activity: Arrest Warrant Obtained 

Involves: Michael Decker (S) 

Activity Date: 03/30/2026 

Activity Location: Harrison County Common Pleas Court – 100 West Market 

Street, Cadiz, OH 43907 

Authoring Agent: SA Joseph Lamping #184 

 

Narrative: 

On Monday, March 30, 2026, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent 

(SA) Joe Lamping (Lamping) was tasked with the investigation and issuance of criminal 

charges against Michael Decker (Decker). Decker was an involved subject in two officer 

involved shootings who was at large in the Harrison County area. SA Lamping was 

informed by Harrison County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) Captain Thompson that all 

charges in the county are drafted by Harrison County Prosecutor Lauren Knight 

(Prosecutor Knight).  

SA Lamping met with Prosecutor Knight and discussed the facts of the case with her. 

Based on the information available to investigators at that time, it was determined that 

the following charges would be drafted against Decker: 

 Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 2923.02 (A) (E) 1, Attempted Murder, felony of the 

first degree 

o Based on Decker’s attempt to shoot HCSO 

 on US 250 

 ORC 2923.02 (A) and (D) and ORC 2923.02 (A)(E)(1) Attempted Murder, felony of 

the first degree 

o Based on Decker’s attempt to shoot Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) 

) on US 22 

 ORC 2921.331 (B) and (C) (4) Failure to Comply with the Order of Signal of a 

Police Officer, felony of the third degree 

o Based on Decker fleeing from officers subsequent to the first officer 

involved shooting that took place on US 250 

 ORC 2923.162 (A)(3) and (C)(2) Discharge of a Firearm on or Near Prohibited 

Premises, felony of the third degree 

o Based on Decker discharging his firearm at while on/near 

US 250 
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 ORC 2923.162 (A)(3) and (C)(2) Discharge of a Firearm on or Near Prohibited 

Premises, felony of the third degree 

o Based on Decker discharging his firearm at  while 

on/near US 22 

 ORC 2923.13 (A)(3) and (B) Having Weapons While Under Disability, felony of the 

third degree 

o Based on Decker’s possession of a firearm after being convicted of a 

qualifying offense placing him under disability 

After the charges were drafted, SA Lamping took them to the Harrison County 

Courthouse where he met with a representative of the Clerk of Courts. He swore to the 

truthfulness of the charges and then met with the Honorable Judge T. Shawn Hervey 

who signed an arrest warrant for Decker.  

SA Lamping transported the completed warrant packet to the HCSO dispatch center. 

The warrant was entered into LEADS and HCSO retained a copy of the charges. SA 

Lamping then returned to the scene on US 22.  

Decker was located later in the evening, at which time an additional officer involved 

shooting occurred. Decker died subsequent to the third shooting. SA Lamping 

contacted the HCSO dispatch center and requested that the charges be removed from 

LEADS.  

On Tuesday March 31, 2026, SA Lamping contacted Prosecutor Knight and discussed 

the recall of the warrant for Decker. She advised that as she drafted the charges she 

would arrange for the recall of the warrant.  

A copy of the arrest warrant and charges brought against Decker were attached to this 

report where they can be reviewed in their entirety.  
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