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 confirmed that he prepared a typed statement prior to the interview. He
reviewed the statement and confirmed it was his and signed it. He read his statement into the
record, stating, in relevant part:
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"On December 24, 2024, following roll call, I began my regular patrol shift. The
weather on the day of the incident was cloudy and temperatures were moderate. At
approximately 1900 hours, while patrolling the city, I heard Dispatch air a call for
service over the radio as a 60, active physical disturbance, at 1004 Park Lane.
Dispatch advised an officer was being sent to the call from the east end of the city. I
made the decision to respond because I was closer in proximity, only a few minutes
away, and I responded from the police station at 1 Donham Plaza.

1004 Park Lane is a building in a residential apartment complex where I have
previously responded to calls for service in my capacity as a Middletown Police
Officer. The buildings have entrances at the front and back of each building and house
several units on three (3) floors. I do not believe I have previously responded to a call
for service at the particular apartment at which the incident occurred, and I do not
believe I have had previous contact with the male involved in this incident.

Officer Jacob Swanger, Officer Ryan Rawlins with his partner trainee Officer Marc
Hunt, and I arrived nearly in unison. I parked my patrol car at the back door of
apartment building 1004. Dispatch advised the disturbance was occurring on the
second floor and in the rear of the building. As I exited my patrol car and began to
approach the building, I activated my body worn camera. Officer Swanger and I led
Officer Rawlins and Officer Hunt up the interior stairs of the building and to the
second-floor landing outside the entry to the apartments. On the second-floor landing
there were two apartment doors. I began listening to the door on our left for sounds of
a disturbance. Officer Swanger positioned himself on the steps (leading upstairs) near
the apartment on the right and began listening for sounds of a disturbance. Officers
Rawlins and Hunt remained on or near the landing and steps behind my position.

I could hear a male arguing in the apartment I was listening to. The subject sounded
upset and made the comment "you cannot treat me like this." I was aware of another
voice inside the unit but could not make out what the other person was saying because
they were talking in quieter voice. Officer Swanger did not indicate he could hear a
disturbance in the apartment to the right where he was listening. The decision was
made that the apartment on the left was the apartment where the disturbance was
occurring. I do not recall hearing the fire alarm prior to the contact with the suspect.

I positioned myself to the side of the door, closest to the door’s hinges, at the top of the
staircase. I knocked on the door with my left hand and loudly announced "Middletown
Police.” I paused and did not hear a response from inside the apartment or any sound
indicating the someone was opening the door. I then used my flashlight for a more
distinct and louder knock on the apartment door and loudly announced "Middletown
Police.” Again, I did not hear any acknowledgement or sound at the door, so I loudly
knocked a third time, using my left hand, and again made the loud announcement of
"Middletown Police.” After knocking the third time and making the announcement, I
could hear a muffled and indiscernible statement about "the door." I could not make
out exactly what the occupant stated.

I glanced at Officer Rawlins and Officer Hunt, in an effort to determine if they had
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heard what was being said from inside the apartment. I then heard the rattling of the
door, as if the occupant was trying to unlock and open it. I had my hand resting on my
duty issued handgun, a Glock model 45 chambered in 9mm. I have a Level III retention
duty holster which requires several movements to extract the weapon from the holster.
I had lowered the locking hood and disengaged the safety lever, lifting the firearm
slightly to prohibit the lock from re-engaging, after the occupants had refused to
respond to several announcements and loud knocking on the door. While my hand was
positioned on the weapon, it remained in the holster. I found this failure to respond
concerning, and the suspect’s actions heightened my awareness, and I did not know
what would be on the other side of the door when it opened. The door opened into the
apartment, with the hinges closest to my position.

When the door opened, I immediately observed an adult male subject holding a black,
semi-automatic handgun in his left hand. The subject had the handgun positioned torso
level, and his left arm was at an approximate 90-degree angle. The barrel of the man’s
weapon was pointing at Officer Swanger, who was positioned opposite the man’s door,
one or two stairs up from the second floor landing. Officer Swanger was positioned
directly in line with the subject as he opened the door. The muzzle of the firearm
appeared to be in a position to immediately fire upon Officer Swanger, myself and the
other officers in the stairwell.

I believed Officer Swanger's life was in imminent danger, as were the lives of Officer
Hunt, Officer Rawlins, and mine if I did [not] act immediately. I was aware we were
positioned in a confined, well-lighted stairwell without the benefit of cover or
concealment. Based on my training and experience, the use of deadly force was a
proportional and appropriate response to the man answering the door with a firearm
and pointing the muzzle of his pistol at another officer. I had a fraction of a second to
visually identify the weapon and respond to the threat. There was no time to provide
verbal commands to drop the gun, as it was already pointed in the direction of Officer
Swanger and was an imminent lethal threat. At the time I fired rounds from my
weapon, I fired in response to the subject’s deadly threat to protect other officers,
namely Officer Swanger who was in the direct line of fire, and to stop the threat of
serious physical harm from the subject.

I drew my firearm with my right hand, pointing it at the subject, and discharging it
four times in a fast, rapid succession. I stopped firing when I observed the subject fell
to the ground. When I fired my weapon at the suspect, he had failed to respond to
repeated loud knocks on the door and several loud announcements that Middletown
Police were at the door. I was aware there was a Dispatch call for police to respond to
an active physical disturbance at an unknown apartment at 1004 Park Lane. I clearly
observed the suspect answer the door to the apartment, after notification that police
were outside, with a black semi-automatic handgun in his left hand at torso level and
positioned at approximately a 90-degree angle. When I fired my weapon at the
suspect, I clearly observed the suspect had the weapon pointed towards Officer
Swanger. I fired my weapon to stop the threat.

At the time I fired my weapon, the suspect was standing approximately 2-4 feet from
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my position outside the open doorway of the apartment on the second floor of building
1004. I believe I fired four shots in rapid succession. My target was the suspect’s center
mass. The backdrop for my shots was the interior of his apartment. I was in a standing
position when I fired my duty weapon. At the time I fired my weapon, I was
responding to an immediate and deadly threat of serious physical harm. I fired my
weapon to protect others and believed that an immediate response was the only means
to stop an imminent threat of death or serious injury to officers or civilians.

Officer Rawlins and I both attempted to advise Dispatch of the "Shots Fired" and to
have Dispatch activate an emergency response, including medical assistance, to the
location. I then informed the other officers in the hallway that the subject still had the
gun, indicating the subject remained a threat and the weapon needed to be secured.
Officer Rawlins informed me that they would handle securing the scene and stated I
should go outside. I re-holstered my duty weapon and exited the building. After exiting
the building, I did not re-enter the building and was eventually transported to the
police station by Officer Renner."

After  finished reading his statement, SA Seitzman asked him if he believed his
rounds struck the involved subject, Christopher Gorak. He answered in the affirmative, but he
was uncertain where they impacted Gorak's body, as his partners advised him to leave the
building after the incident. SA Seitzman asked him if he ever saw Gorak drop his weapon, to
which he answered in the negative.

SA Seitzman asked   if he ever felt that the gun was pointed in his direction.
He answered in the negative. His attorney, Ms. Jennifer Knight, asked him to clarify whether he
felt that all officers in the stairwell were in danger. He answered that he believed they were
because he observed that Gorak had the gun pointed at Officer Swanger, and based on his
training and experience, it only takes a fraction of a second for a subject to change their point
of aim.

The interview was concluded at 1202 hours. The audio recording, signed statement, and
signed BCI Criminal Notification form are attached below.

References:References:

No references.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2025-01-09 Interview of MPD  
Attachment # 02: BCI Criminal Investigation Notification- 
Attachment # 03: MPD   Signed Statement
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Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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