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carried on with his interactions with the driver. He stated that she did 

not have her license or proof of insurance on her, but she provided her social security 

number. After she was successfully identified, asked her to make 

contact with someone who could send her proof of insurance. While she made 

arrangements for the insurance to be sent over, asked her to step out 

of the vehicle and walk to the front of his cruiser. He then asked her if there was 

anything illegal in the vehicle, and what her and the passenger were doing. The driver 

told that the male passenger is an exterminator. asked 

the driver who the male passenger was, and he believes she identified him as “Randy.” 

She claimed not to know the male well and could not provide his last name.  

asked the female for consent to search the vehicle, which she 

provided. He then approached the rear passenger and asked him for his name. The 

passenger identified himself as Randy. said that the male was initially 

cooperative but then became confrontational. When the male was informed that 

had consent to search the vehicle he became, “defensive” and asked 

what his probable cause for the search was. told the passenger that the 

driver had consented to the search and then asked the passenger to step out.  

recalled that once the male exited the vehicle, he made some alarming 

movements. He noted that the male’s hand was down by his waistband and out of view 

towards his back. asked the male if he had any weapons and the male 

said that he did not. said that the male’s hand was still by his 

waistband, and that he was refusing to move it. then attempted to grab 

the male’s hand: 

So, I went and I went to grab his hand. And as soon as he did that, or 

as soon as I did that, we kind of got locked up, you know, and then 

like, uh, shoving match, if you will. We go from the, um, the back seat 

area and we kind of, we work our way to the back of the vehicle and 

we're kind of locked up. And I just, you know, I got, you know, a couple 

feet away from him and I thought he was just, you know, a guy 

wanting to fight. So, I start to draw my taser. I wear it on my left side 

as I'm going for my taser in a cross draw. I like unclip it with this 

hand, and then I start to disengage it and get ready to pull it out. He 

presents a firearm from his left side. (15:36) 

provided greater detail about the male presenting the firearm 

towards him: 
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After hit the ground, he recalled turning over and his glasses, body 

worn camera, and other equipment fell. He thought that the male would be 

approaching him to continue his attack, so he drew his weapons and attempted to 

obtain a two-hand grip on it: 

And that's when I realized my left arm isn't working. I was like, he, he 

shot me, my left arm's paralyzed. I can't even grip my pistol. So, I, I 

was convinced I was hit. So, I, uh, I one handed and I drew up and 

pointed at him. He was standing a few, quite a few feet away from his 

car. Like I said, I think he was kind of walking toward, I don't know if 

he was walking towards me to finish me off or what, but I went, I shot 

two shots right at him. And I, I thought I swore I seen him go down. 

Um, I thought I hit him. And then after that I got on the radio. I said, 

uh,  something like that. I said, ‘  shots fired. I need help. 

I’m hurt bad.’ (19:41) 

recalled the male entering the driver side of the vehicle and fleeing the 

scene. The female driver was frantic and asked if he was alright. She 

then checked for injuries while he removed his vest: 

I think I'm hit because I can't use my left arm. I need help. So, I started 

taking my stuff off my uniform, started taking it off. And I'm telling 

her, check me for holes. Check me for blood. Something's wrong. You 

know, I was, I was a hundred percent convinced I had a bullet hole 

somewhere. And she was like, I don't see anything. And I'm like, no, 

you're missing it. There's something wrong here. My shoulder, I can't 

even move. I can't, I'm trying to do something with my left hand and 

it's just not working. (21:09) 

EMS and other law enforcement officers arrived on scene shortly after.

was checked for injuries again by EMS prior to being transported to Wheeling Hospital.  

SA Lamping asked when he became aware that the male was 

not named Randy. He recalled that HCSO Detective Morgan Knight (Detective 

Knight) arrived at the hospital and showed him a picture that he identified as 

the male.  Detective Knight then informed that the male’s 

name was Michael Decker (Decker).  

SA Lamping asked what it meant to him when someone reached for 

their waistband. He indicated that it generally means that someone is reaching for a 

weapon.  
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SA Lamping asked if Decker gave any indication of wanting to flee 

when the initial altercation occurred. did not feel that Decker had any 

intent to flee. He also recalled that Decker stated, “I said no.” when he went to grab 

Decker’s left hand that was near his waistband.   

The interview concluded at approximately 15:12 hours. 

Following the interview, SA Lamping completed  Victim’s Rights 

Request Form. The completed form was attached to this report.  

The interview was video recorded. The video recording was uploaded to Axon Justice 

and stored as part of Reference Item E – Recorded Interviews. The signed BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form is attached to this report.  
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File – 2026-04-14: Involved Officer Interview –  stored on Axon 

Justice 
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