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Investigative Activity: Personnel File Review 

Involves: (S) 

Activity Date: 01/09/2026 

Activity Location: BCI – Richfield  

Authoring Agent: SA Daniel P. Boerner #135 

   
Narrative: 

On Friday, January 09, 2026, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent 

(SA) Dan Boerner (SA Boerner) reviewed the personnel file for  

from the Warren Police Department (WPD) and noted the following:  

Personnel File 

 personnel file consisted of commendations, employment records and 

training records
1

.  

 was sworn in as a full-time police officer with the Warren Police 

Department (WPD) on  

Prior to being hired by WPD,  was a full-time deputy with the Portage 

County Sheriff’s Office from  and a full-time 

deputy with the Trumbull County Sheriff’s Office from  

 resigned from both agencies “In good standing” with “No pending 

discipline”. 

No discipline related to the use of force was located within the personnel files. 

Range Qualification Records 

On Thursday, September 25, 2025,  completed annual firearm 

qualification with a Sig Sauer P320, SN:  semi-automatic handgun. This was 

the same firearm used during the incident.  

  

                                                           
1

 While not noted in his personnel file, was involved in an officer-involved critical 

incident on  actions were determined to 

be justified by the Trumbull County Prosecutor’s Office. 
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Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy/Commission Records 

In addition to the records received from WPD, SA Boerner also obtained the Ohio Peace 

Officer Training Commission (OPOTC) and Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy 

(OPOTA) records for  The OPOTC/OPOTA records indicated the following: 

1. Basic Training 

 completed the Ohio Peace Officer Basic Training Academy at the MTC 

Training Center in Niles, Ohio.  was certified as a peace 

officer on  

2. Advanced Training 

 completed the following courses: 

 Field Training Officer (FTO) Program (Ohio Model), 02/20/25 

 Critical Thinking in Use of Force Situations, 05/08/25 

 BCI Lethal Use of Force and OIS Investigations, 05/08/25 

 Legal Updates – 2025, 02/2/25 

 Use of Force – 2025, 02/01/25 

 Ethics Law – 2025, 01/31/25 

 Arrest, Search, and Seizure – 2025, 01/31/25 

 Responding to Mental Health Issues, 08/06/24 

 Human Factors in Force Encounters, 11/1/24 

 Basic SWAT Training, 08/19 

 CIT Certification Training, 10/17 

It should be noted that the above-listed courses are not a complete list. Only those 

courses deemed to be most relevant were noted above. 

The personnel file and qualification records were attached to this report
2

. Please refer 

to the attachment for further details. 
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 All of the personnel files and OPOTC certification/training records were combined into one 

PDF and attached to this report. 
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References: 

 None 

Attachments: 

1. Personnel Records –  – Combined 

2.  Firearms Qualification 09252025 
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, Warren Police Department, ID:

Appointment History*

Agency Employee Status Start Date End Date Separation Reason

Warren Police Department Full-time

Portage County Sheriff's Office Full-time Resignation - In good standing (No Pending
discipline)

Trumbull County Sheriff's Office Full-time Resignation - In good standing (No Pending
discipline)

Basic Academy Records

School Number School Start Date End Date Exam Date Certificate
Number

Certificate
Date

Appointed By Appointed
Date

MTC Training Centre Trumbull County Sheriff's
Office

MTC Training Centre

American Protection

Advanced Certifications

Certification Date Certification Officer Number Officer

No Records Found

OPOTA Advanced Training Records**
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Course Title Start Date End Date

Field Training Officer (FTO) Program (Ohio Model) 2/18/2025 2/20/2025

Active Shooter Response (Patrol) 11/12/2024 11/13/2024

Advanced Building Clearing 10/30/2018 11/1/2018

Advanced Building Clearing 1/26/2016 1/28/2016

Policing in the 21st Century: Use of Force and De-Escalation Webcast 1/1/2016 12/13/2016

Policing in the 21st Century: Community Policing Relations Webcast 1/1/2016 12/13/2016

Judgmental Firearms Simulator 9/1/2015 9/3/2015

Judgmental Driving Simulator 9/1/2015 9/3/2015

Field Training Officer (FTO) Program (Ohio Model) 6/25/2012 6/29/2012

LMS Training Records

Date Completed Course Title Officer Number Officer

5/8/2025 Vicarious Trauma

5/8/2025 Critical Thinking in Use of Force Situations

5/8/2025 BCI Lethal Use of Force and OIS Investigations

5/8/2025 Sierah's Law

5/8/2025 Missing Child

3/21/2025 CAT and Officer Wellness - 2025

3/21/2025 Report Writing 2025

3/21/2025 Victims' Rights - Marsy's Law - 2025

2/2/2025 Legal Updates 2025

2/1/2025 Use of Force - 2025

1/31/2025 Ethics Law - 2025

1/31/2025 Arrest, Search, and Seizure - 2025

8/17/2024 Crisis Mitigation - An Ohio Model
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Date Completed Course Title Officer Number Officer

8/6/2024 Responding to Mental Health Issues

8/5/2024 Legal Updates 2024

6/29/2024 Victims' Rights - Marsy's Law

6/29/2024 NIBIN Overview

4/30/2024 Vehicle Inventory

4/30/2024 Testifying in Court

4/30/2024 Requesting Police Canines

4/30/2024 Distracted Driving

4/29/2024 Report Writing 2023

4/29/2024 Ethics and Professionalism

4/29/2024 Use of Body-Worn Cameras

4/29/2024 Impacting Narcotics in Ohio

4/28/2024 Interviewing the Crime Victim

11/27/2023 Mental Health Response

11/26/2023 National Center for Missing & Exploited Children – Harnessing
Resources Seminar

11/23/2023 Effective Communication and Safe Interaction with Persons in Crisis

11/21/2023 CAT and Officer Wellness

11/20/2023 Response to Mass Violence and Mass Protest Seminar

11/20/2023 Part 3 - Legal Updates 2023

11/20/2023 Missing Children Investigation

11/20/2023 Missing Persons

11/19/2023 Part 2 - Legal Updates 2023

11/19/2023 Ohio School Threat Assessment

11/18/2023 Part 1 - Legal Updates 2023
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Date Completed Course Title Officer Number Officer

11/18/2023 Arrest, Search, and Seizure 2023

11/17/2022 Use of Deadly Force and Legal Guidelines

11/17/2022 Effective Communication and Safe Interaction with Persons in Crisis

11/17/2022 Objective Reasonableness

11/17/2022 Qualified Immunity

11/16/2022 Officer Wellness Seminar

11/8/2022 Critical Thinking in Use of Force Situations

11/7/2022 BCI Lethal Use of Force and OIS Investigations

11/7/2022 Trauma and the Brain

11/2/2022 Sexual Assault Investigations

11/2/2022 Mental Health Response

11/2/2022 Biological Evidence Collection for Sexual Assaults

11/2/2022 Responding to Sexual Assault

11/1/2022 Crisis Intervention

11/1/2022 Ohio Public Records Law

10/7/2022 Use of Restraints

10/7/2022 Ohio Forfeiture Laws

10/7/2022 New and Updated Criminal Charges

10/7/2022 Medical Marijuana

10/7/2022 Hazing

10/7/2022 Hate Crimes

10/7/2022 Custodial Interrogation

9/23/2022 Ethics and Professionalism

9/22/2022 Vicarious Trauma
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Date Completed Course Title Officer Number Officer

9/22/2022 Concealed Firearm Carry Changes

9/1/2022 Domestic Violence Legal Updates

9/1/2022 Community Diversity and Procedural Justice

8/31/2022 Communication Disabilities

8/31/2022 Communication Disabilities

1/22/2018 Missing Persons

1/22/2018 Companion Animal Encounters

11/11/2017 04 Blue Courage Health and Wellness

11/11/2017 03 Blue Courage Positive Psychology

11/11/2017 02 Blue Courage The Nobility of Policing

11/11/2017 01 Blue Courage Foundations

11/20/2016 Procedural Justice and Police Legitimacy

11/20/2016 Disability Training for First Responders

10/16/2016 Use of Force, Liability and Standards

10/16/2016 Human Trafficking 2016 Update

10/16/2015 Crimes Against Children

10/16/2015 Crisis Conflict Management

10/16/2015 Domestic Violence with Lethality Factors

10/15/2015 DeEscalating Mental Health Crises

10/8/2014 Wellness and Managing Stress

10/8/2014 Evidence Collection and Preservation

10/8/2014 Crime Scene Investigation

10/7/2014 Policing Culturally Diverse Communities

10/7/2014 Narcan eLearning Course
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Date Completed Course Title Officer Number Officer

10/7/2014 Finding Words

1/25/2013 OH 1 Crash Report Update

9/4/2012 Responding to Human Trafficking

9/4/2012 Awareness of Human Trafficking

6/14/2011 Animal Encounters

4/24/2010 Fraud Against Seniors

4/24/2010 Financial Exploitation of Seniors

8/21/2009 Location and Recovery

8/21/2009 Electronic Evidence Gathering

10/13/2008 Street Cons

10/13/2008 Ethics and Professionalism

10/11/2008 Terrorism Awareness

10/5/2008 Death Notification

10/4/2008 Bridging the Gap

9/30/2008 Consent to Search Part 2

9/30/2008 Automobile Searches

9/29/2008 Automobile Inventory

Canine Training Records

Canine School Certificate Date Canine Unit Certificate Type Specialty Renewal Date

No Records Found

*The appointment records listed above reflect the appointed and separation information reported to OPOTC pursuant to section 109.761 of the
Revised Code. Neither OPOTC, nor its staff, has independent knowledge of the information contained in these records.

**The advanced training records listed above reflect ONLY THOSE trainings the peace officer scheduled through OPOTA. Records reflecting
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advanced training conducted by the peace officer's agency, or conducted by another organization, are not maintained by OPOTC. Requests for any
such records should be directed to the peace officer's employing agency or the organization who conducted the training.

***Officer separation reasons are displayed only for separations that occurred on 7/1/2021 or later. For separations prior to 7/1/2021 this information
may be obtained by submitting a public records request through the OPOTA Public Records Portal under "Request other records".























































































































































































































































































Warren Police Department
Citizen complaint Report

Incident Details

Date Received 03/19/2025

Entered By [IAPro entry -
Sergeant Mark
Krempasky]

Date/Time of
Occurrence

11:00

Date/Time Entered 03/27/2025 07:55

Record ID Number

Case No

IA No

Warren PD BlueTeam

6 Assigned

Investigator

Lieutenant
Joseph Kistler -
4656

IAPro Assigned
Investigator

Sergeant Mark
Krempasky

Incident Location

Location of
Occurrence

North West

425 Southern Boulevard Northwest
Warren, OH, 44485
-80.85541, 41.23965

Incident Summary

INCIDENT SUMMARY:

On the morning of at 1046 HRS, and Smith were 
dispatched to 425 Southern Blvd Apt 109 for a report of a burglary.  Upon their 
arrival, they were met in the parking lot by Latoya Johnson.  Ms Johnson 
informed them that when she came home it appeared that her apartment had 
been burglarized.   explained to Ms Johnson that they would go 
in and check the apartment to make sure no one was still inside it.   

 and Smith then entered apartment 109 and conducted a room-to-room 
search of the interior ensuring that no one was hiding in it.  During this search, it 
was apparent that the residence had been ransacked due to moved furniture and 
opened drawers and cabinets.  There was no one located in the residence.  

 then looked at the locks to the entry door of the apartment and 
there were no signs of damage or forced entry on the locks or door.  The officers 
informed Ms Johnson that it was safe to come inside.  Officer Smith asked her if 
there was anyone else who had access to the apartment.  Ms Johnson said that 
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her husband was ‘in and out’ but other than that it was just her.   
advised Ms Johnson that she should call him because there were no signs of a 
forced entry, and it appeared that a key was used to enter the apartment.  Ms 
Johnson said that she and her husband were separated and that he doesn’t have 
a key.   asked Ms Johnson if anything appeared to be missing, 
and she informed him that her computer was gone, and she looked around the 
apartment.  Officer Smith went and checked the door locks again and confirmed 
that there were no signs of damage to the door or locks.  As Ms Johnson was 
looking around her apartment,  she discovered that the bedroom window was not 
locked and was able to slide open.  She was adamant that she gave no one a 
key to her apartment and  explained that maybe the window was 
how they got in.  sked if Ms Johnson would try and call her 
husband, but she did not want to.  Officer Smith explained that it appeared 
whoever broke in knew the layout and pointed out that the television wasn’t 
taken.  Ms Johnson explained that her husband stayed in Cleveland and had 
been to the apartment a few times but never stayed there and that they were in a 
place in their lives that they get along.   asked Ms Johnson if she 
would like a report made for the burglary.  He then ran her SSN through dispatch 
so she could be linked to the call.   asked when she was away 
from the residence, and she said since 9 pm last night.  Officer Smith provided 
Ms Johnson with an incident number and explained that she needed to gather a 
list of everything that had been taken and bring it to the records department on 
Monday.  He also instructed her to get serial numbers for the report.  

xplained to Ms Johnson that she had a suspended driver’s license and 
that she was not permitted to be driving.  The officers then cleared the incident, 
and Officer Smith made the incident report.

In accordance with the Warren Police Department Public Complaint Policy #07-
001, I submit this written recommended determination for the following:

The police action was in compliance with policy, training, and legal standards, 
regardless of whether the complainant suffered harm.

The investigation of the incident did not reveal other incidents of misconduct by 
the same officer or instances of misconduct by other officer(s).

There were no seizures that occurred and the protective sweep search of the 
residence was lawful.

Reporting/Involved Citizen

Latoya M Johnson

Date of Birth 07/30/1983 Gender Female
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Race Black Ethnicity —

Role —

Address 425 Southern
Boulevard
Northwest
Warren, OH,
44485

Phone Numbers

Email

Involved Officers

Patrolman Mathew Smith - 4741
(Data at the time of incident)

Assignment Patrolman Emergency Services/First/Patrol//

Role —

Height —

Weight —

Additional
Snapshot
Data

Officer was off-
duty

No

Officer was
employed off-
duty

No

Officer was in
uniform

Unknown

(Data at the time of incident)

Assignment Officer Emergency Services/First/Patrol//

Role —

Height —

Weight —

Additional
Snapshot
Data

Officer was off-
duty

No

Officer was
employed off-

No
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04/01/2025
14:09

04/14/2025
08:03

Sergeant Mark Krempasky » Lieutenant Joseph Kistler

Lt Kistler (Acting Capt.),

Internal Affairs Investigation
DIVISION COMMANDER:

Please review this internal investigation.  Please attach 
your recommendations and findings to the Blue Team 
system.  This can be accomplished by either creating a 
separate document and adding it as an attachment or 
entering your review directly into the Blue Team routing.  
Please address your areas of responsibilities per the 
Public Complaint Policy.  When it is complete, please 
forward your review to the Chief of Police.  Thank you.  
The following excerpt from the Public Complaint Policy 
should assist you in the completion of your review:
“After reviewing the investigative report, the Division 
Commander, in consultation with the necessary experts, 
if needed, must:

 (1) Make a written determination with explanation of 
whether he/she agrees or disagrees with the finding (ie, 
sustained, exonerated, inconclusive or unfounded) made 
in the investigative report;
 (2) In cases where the alleged misconduct is sustained, 
decide whether administrative charges should be 
brought and submit same to Chief of Police for approval 
and filing; 
(3) determine whether different tactics should or could 
have been employed; 
(4) set forth any recommendations he/she deems 
necessary for additional training, counseling or other 
non-disciplinary corrective measures; and 
(5) suggest any revisions needed in training, policy or 
tactics.

The Division Commander shall then forward the Internal 
Affairs investigative report, as well as his/her findings 
and recommendations, including any recommendations 
for the filing of administrative charges to the Chief of 
Police within one week of receipt of the report.”
Lieutenant Joseph Kistler

Completion notes: Acting Div.Comm. review attached

MK

JK
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04/14/2025
08:03

04/24/2025
13:44

Assigned Investigator Signature Line

__________________________________

Lieutenant Joseph Kistler - 4656

Signature Line

__________________________________

Lieutenant Joseph Kistler » Chief Of Police Eric Merkel

See comments

Chief Of Police Eric Merkel

Completion notes: Sgt. Krempasky,
I have reviewed this Public Complaint and agree with its 
findings. Notify the complainant and involved officers.

Signature Line

__________________________________

JK

EM
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Division Commander Review 

1 | P a g e  
 

 

To: Chief Eric Merkel 

From: Lt. Joseph G. Kistler 

Date: April 8, 2025 

Subject: Internal Affairs Investigation 
  
 
Chief Merkel, 

I have reviewed the completed internal affairs investigation, all related reports, written 
statements, audio recordings, and BWC footage related to this complaint.  

 
The complainant, Latoya M. Johnson, submitted a Public Complainant Form on March 19, 2025, 

levying the following allegations against and M. Smith; as it relates to a Burglary of 
her residence: 

 
Allegation 1: The complainant alleges the officers did not inspect an unsecured window. This allegation is 
determined EXONERATED and I concur with this finding.  

Allegation 2: The complainant alleges officers did not take fingerprint evidence or question neighbors. 
This allegation is determined EXONERATED and I concur with this finding.  

Allegation 3:  The complainant alleges the incident report narrative fails to indicate signs or forced entry, 
which she states is inaccurate. This allegation is determined EXONERATED and I concur with this finding. 

All police action is determined in compliance with policy, training, and legal standards. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

This concludes my review and I have no recommendations in regards to this public complaint.  
 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Lt. Joseph G. Kistler 
Acting Division Commander 
Emergency Services Division 
Warren Police Department 
 

 




