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Investigative Activity:  Interview with Witness  

Involves:  Shawn Griffey  

Activity Date:   2/11/2023    

Activity Location:  1680 Stringtown Rd   

Authoring Agent:  SA Matt Collins, #151   

 

Narrative: 

On Saturday, February 11, 2023, at 2328 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Matt Collins (SA Collins) and SA Kyle Douglass (SA Douglass) interviewed Shawn 

Griffey (Griffey), relative to the officer-involved shooting which took place on Saturday, February 

11, 2023. The interview took place at 1680 Stringtown Rd., Grove City, OH. The purpose of the 

interview was to obtain all relevant information of the incident known or observed by this 

individual.  Prior to the interview agents were made aware Griffey was the driver of the subject 

vehicle, which the involved-subject, Bret Andrews (Andrews), was a front passenger. 

In the onset of the interview, SA Collins introduced himself and SA Douglass.  SA Collins explained 

to Griffey he was not under arrest but due to the fact he was secured, in handcuffs, in the rear of 

a police cruiser and SA Collins unaware of any circumstances where Griffey could face charges, 

SA Collins advised Griffey of his Miranda Rights.  Griffey agreed to speak with agents. 

SA Collins asked Griffey, who was the subject in his vehicle during the time of the incident.  Griffey 

stated it was Bret Andrews. Griffey further stated, he’d known Andrews since he was 20 years 

old.  Griffey explained, he (Griffey) had gone to prison for 12 years and has not seen Andrews for 

at least 14 years. 

SA Collins asked Griffey how they knew each other, recently or had otherwise ended up here 

together.  Griffey stated he has a business partner, Zach James (James).  Griffey said he and James 

have a renovation home improvement business.  Griffey said Andrews located him and told him 

he was homeless and had no place to go.  Griffey said he’d introduced Andrews to James but 

Griffey said the situation felt odd.  Griffey said he felt it odd that he’d not seen Andrews for some 

time and he “all-of-the sudden you pop up.” Griffey said Andrews had helped Griffey move into 

this new place (off Hudson/Homecroft).  Griffey said it was yesterday (day before the shooting 

incident) where he called James and told him something just didn’t feel right.  Griffey asked 

James, “can you run a check on him? And see if he’s wanted for anything?” SA Douglass asked 

Griffey how James would be able to do that and Griffey said James has attorneys as he’s been in 

business for a long time.  Griffey said he knew Andrews was from Athens County, Ohio. Griffey 
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said he received a call from James today (February 11, 2023).  James asked Griffey where 

Andrews was.  Griffey told him Andrews was inside.  According to Griffey, James said Andrews 

had two active warrants.  Griffey said he was told the warrants were for child molestation and 

rape (active).  James suggested Griffey drop James off somewhere. 

With that information, Griffey said he planned to take Andrews back to his house, gather his bags 

and take him somewhere else.  According to Griffey, Andrews was on the phone with a female 

by the name of Brittany while Griffey was speaking with James.  Griffey was told by Andrews, he 

was supposed to meet this female at the Hyatt.  Griffey stated Andrews was texting the female.  

Griffey said he needed to get items from Home Depot anyway so he parked there.  Griffey said 

they were there approximately fifteen minutes prior to police arriving. 

Griffey then described the incident involving law enforcement.  Griffey stated there was a vehicle 

with it’s emergency lights activated which pulled up directly in front of Griffey’s vehicle, a white 

2002 Nissan Maxima.  Griffey said, “when you guys pulled up in front, ta-, hit the lights, he 

immediately went towards the center of his lap and reached into a bag.  I threw my hands up.”  

SA Collins clarified with Griffey about the movement and Griffey again described Andrews leaning 

straight down to a bag, or backpack that was between his legs.  Griffey said he heard the officer 

say, “put your hands up.”  Griffey again, stated he had stuck his hands up immediately.  Griffey 

said his wallet and cellphone dropped to the floor between his legs.  Griffey said the officer 

continued saying, “put your hands up. Put your hands up.  Put your hands up. He’s reachin’ for 

somethin’. He’s reachin’ for somethin’.”  Griffey said he then saw the glass breaking, “from the 

gunshots.”  SA Collins asked Griffey who was shooting, to which Griffey stated the police were 

shooting.  SA Collins asked Griffey if Andrews fired a weapon and he stated he did not know.  SA 

Collins asked Griffey if Andrews had anything in his hands and he stated, “I don’t have any clue. 

I know he was reaching down inside of a bag. But I heard the officer say ‘he had a thirty-three’.  

Which everybody knows, you know’s a thirty-three is a pi--, a uh, a uh gun. A weapon.”  Griffey 

explained, the reason he did not know if Andrews had a gun, was because he was looking forward 

the whole time.          

Griffey stated a majority of agent’s questions related to the time-line of events leading up to the 

shooting incident would be better explained from texts and calls on his phone.  Griffey verbally 

consented to agents looking at this phone  

 

The interview concluded at approximately 2350 hours. 
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The interview was audio recorded. The recording is attached to this report. Please see the 

attachment for further details. 

 


















