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Investigative Activity:  Interview with Involved Officer   

Involves:   Ofc.  

Activity Date:   8/30/2023    

Activity Location:  Residence of Ofc.   

Authoring Agent:  Special Agent Chad Holcomb, #61   

 

Narrative: 

On Wednesday, August 30, 2023 at 1012 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Chad Holcomb (SA Holcomb) and SA Matt Collins (SA Collins) interviewed 

Columbus Police Department (CPD) Officer (Ofc.) ( , who was 

accompanied by his attorney, Nicole Wannemacher, from the Fraternal Order of Police. The 

interview took place at Ofc. s house. The interview was audio recorded. 

Ofc. read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most relevance 

to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers from the 

interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s overall 

understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be reflective of the 

actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full recording be reviewed to clarify any 

content or contextual questions regarding the information from the interview. 

Narrative: 

Prior to beginning the interview, SA Holcomb provided Ofc. with the BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form. SA Holcomb advised BCI was conducting a criminal investigation 

separate from any internal investigation that CPD may be conducting. Ofc. was told 

his interview was voluntary and that he could stop answering questions at any time. Ofc. 

verbally confirmed he understood the contents of the form and signed the 

document, acknowledging his understanding. A copy of the signed Criminal Investigation 

Notification (CIN) is attached to this report.  

Attorney Nicole Wannemacher provided SA Holcomb with a written statement from Ofc. 

regarding the OICI. SA Holcomb reviewed the statement upon receipt. Ofc. 

read his statement. Ofc. signed his statement provided to BCI, and he 

verified the statement was true and accurate depiction of the OICI incident. Please refer to Ofc. 
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s statement for further details. A copy of the signed written statement is saved 

within the case file and is attached to this report.  

Ofc. stated in his statement that he and his partner, Ofc.  were 

dispatched to the area of 45 Great Southern Blvd., on call of a male with a gun attempting to 

rob a male and steal his vehicle. Ofc. stated, “Immediately after stopping and 

putting the police wagon into park, I was exiting it while simultaneously drawing my weapon. 

As I was exiting the police wagon, the suspect got out of the car with a gun in his right hand. I 

ran from the driver’s seat, around to the front of the police wagon. He backpedaled (still facing 

us) with the gun in his hand. I yelled at him to drop the gun and I believe that Officer was 

also yelling at him to drop it. He fell backwards onto the ground and immediately got back up. 

He was very erratic (flailing his arms/shuffling he feet). Suddenly, I saw the top of the barrel of 

his gun coming up and I started firing my weapon. The suspect fired at me and I was struck in 

the right thigh/femur. I fell to the ground and yelled that I was hit. I heard multiple gunshots 

still being fired and I rolled to my left side and maneuvered a little to the west to try to see 

around the gray sedan and I saw the suspect 30-40 feet to my north. He was advancing north 

and would fall and get back up. I believed the suspect was still armed and firing at Officer 

because I knew Officer had gone to my right (east), so I began firing at the suspect again. 

I stopped firing when I did not see the suspect moving anymore.”  

Ofc. continued to state, “At the time I fired my weapon at the suspect, I was in fear 

for my life and the life of Officer  Prior to me firing my weapon, I knew the suspect had a 

firearm and that he had committed an armed robbery. Immediately before I discharged my 

firearm, I saw the top of the barrel of the suspect’s gun and he was raising it towards me. I do 

not know how many rounds I fired before I was struck. I do not know how many rounds the 

suspect fired. I do not believe I had any other reasonable alternative to protect my life and the 

life of Officer from the suspect’s deadly threat at the time I fired my weapon.”  

SA Holcomb and SA Collins asked Ofc. multiple follow-up questions. 

SA Holcomb asked Ofc. if he ever heard the subject, Austin Huntzinger (Huntzinger), 

say anything; he didn’t recall him saying anything. Ofc. asked if he saw the person 

Huntzinger took the car from; he declined ever seeing the person. Ofc. was asked 

that if anytime during his encounter with Huntzinger, if Huntzinger ever complied with his 

commands; Ofc. stated no. Ofc. was asked if his emergency lightbar was 

activated when he came in contact with Huntzinger. Ofc. said he was not sure but 
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stated it was not difficult to identify him as law enforcement. Ofc. stated that he did 

not have a bullet exit-wound and that the projectile is still in his right leg. 

The interview concluded at approximately 1029 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. The signed 

BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. Please see the 

attachments for further details. 

 


















