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Investigative Activity: Review of Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office Report 

Involves: Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office (O), Matthew Johns (W) 

Activity Date: 09/10/2025 

Activity Location: BCI Boardman – 760 Boardman-Canfield Road, Boardman, 

OH 44512 

Authoring Agent: SA Joseph Lamping #184 

   
Narrative: 

On Wednesday, September 10, 2025, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Joe Lamping (SA Lamping) received documents from Ashtabula 

County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) Lieutenant Matthew Johns (Lt. Johns). The records which 

were requested included any reports pertaining to the September 8, 2025, officer-

involved critical incident, except for any statements made by the involved officers. SA 

Lamping reviewed the documents and noted the following:  

The initial pages of the ACSO report contained the Computer Assisted Dispatching 

(CAD) records which were reviewed in a separate report, and as such were not analyzed 

in this report.  

The incident report listed the location of the incident as Dwight Ave / East 48
th

 Street, 

Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 with an occurrence time of 1441 hours on September 8, 2025.  

Two offenses, Failure to Comply with Order of Signal of P.O. (ORC 2921.331B) and 

Having Weapons While Under Disability (ORC 2923.13) were listed in the offense 

section of the report. The State of Ohio was listed as the victim of the above offenses, 

and Jerry Pegram (Pegram) was listed as the suspect of the offenses.  

The motorcycle that Pegram was operating was listed in the vehicle section as a 2009 

red Honda motorcycle. The full VIN was not visible in this section of the report.  

Lt. Johns wrote the narrative for the incident report. He detailed his response to a 

vehicle pursuit initiated by Deputy Michael Chicarell (Deputy Chicarell). The snippet 

below from Lt. Johns’ report detailed efforts undertaken by Pegram to evade deputies 

leading up to the collision: 
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Following the collision, Lt. Johns reported that he observed Pegram running into a 

wooded area near the intersection of Stanhope-Kelloggsville Road and Anderson Road, 

while the motorcycle Pegram was riding caught on fire. Lt. Johns requested that the fire 

department respond to the scene and described what occurred next as follows:  
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Lt. Johns documented in the narrative that he collected the involved deputies’ weapons 

and secured them. He also took photographs of the scene. Lt. John’s photographs were 

reviewed and were similar to those taken by BCI Crime Scene Agents. The ACSO crime 

scene photos were stored on Axon Justice as part of Reference Item A – Crime Scene 

Photos. Lt. Johns also detailed the identification of Pegram. He noticed that Pegram 

had a tattoo on his chest that stated, “DeeDee.” Lt. Johns recalled that a male named 

Jerry Pegram was married to a woman named Dee Dee and subsequently located 

publicly available social media posts with Pegram’s name and the tattoo visible, 

resulting in a positive identification of the subject.  

Lt. Johns also noted that on September 10, 2025,  provided 

him with audio/video files from a privately owned dash camera that was in his cruiser 

during the incident on September 8, 2025.  

Also included in the incident report was a tow sheet for the motorcycle that Pegram 

was riding. The full VIN was displayed on the tow sheet: 

 

The motorcycle was towed by A+ Towing and secured in the Ashtabula County Sheriff’s 

Office garage with an investigative hold placed on it. A VINCheck included in the report 

showed a salvage record for the motorcycle from July 22, 2011.  

Axon Taser reports were also included for Monday September 8, 2025, from 1000 

hours to 2000 hours and Saturday August 9, 2025, from 1000 hours through Monday 

September 8, 2025, at 2000 hours. A snippet of the usage from Monday September 8, 

2025, is included below: 
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A copy of the BCI evidence receipt was also included in the incident report.  

An additional narrative regarding ACSO Detective Jonelle Gerke’s (Det. Gerke) actions 

was also provided and attached to this report. The narrative details her response to the 

scene, collection of evidence, and the dissemination of materials to SA Lamping over 

the subsequent days.  

The report for ACSO incident #  was attached to this investigative report. 

Please refer to the attachment for further details.  
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References: 

Reference Item A – Crime Scene Photos: Sub folder – ACSO Crime Scene Photos – 

Stored in Axon Justice 

Attachments: 

1. ACSO Final Report 

2. ACSO Det. Gerke's Narrative 





























Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office 
Report Number: / Case Number:  
Incident Location: Stanhope-Kelloggsville Road / Anderson Road  
Type of Offense: Officer Involved Shooting (OIS) 
Detective Jonelle Gerke #449 
 
On Monday September 08, 2025 the Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) was involved with 
a traffic pursuit that began at Dwight Avenue at East 48th Street within Ashtabula Township. 
Deputy Chicarell attempted to stop a red motorcycle and it failed to stop. The reason for the 
traffic stop was no visible registration. 

Sergeant Brian Sterrick, Lieutenant Matt Johns and Lieutenant Cary Nelson assisted in 
the traffic pursuit. Ashtabula City Police Department was requested for assistance in this case 
but were never involved. The Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) was requested for assistance as 
well and were involved in the pursuit.  
 
While working my regular shift, I was advised there was shots fired and suspect was down. I left 
ACSO and proceeded to the scene. Upon my arrival Detective Reece, Detective Wolff and 
Detective Stein were on scene. Detective Tom Perry arrived the same time I did. Detective 
Reece began photographing the scene while Sergeant Sterrick was completing a Crime Scene 
Log. Chief Coroner Investigator Amber Stewart and Coroner Dr. Bishop arrived on scene and 
began their investigation. Coroner Investigator Stewart requested that I go to the ACSO and get 
the fingerprint scanner in attempt to identify the suspect. I proceeded to the ACSO Jail and met 
with Deputy Specht who provided me with the fingerprint scanner. Upon my arrival back on 
scene, I provided the scanner to Coroner Investigator Stewart and she attempted to identify the 
suspect but was unsuccessful. Deputy Ginn was on scene and assisted in identifying the male by 
Lieutenant Johns showing him a photograph of the male suspect. Deputy Ginn advised the male 
possibly could be Jerry Pegram and Lieutenant Johns was able to positively identify the male 
suspect as Pegram by comparing photographs on Pegram’s Facebook.  
 
Lieutenant Johns collected the pistols and magazine of

Taser was also collected at this time. The body worn 
cameras of these deputies were collected as well. Deputy Chicarell and Sergeant Sterrick’s body 
worn cameras were collected as well.  
 
While on scene, the Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Agent Joe Lamping met with me and 
requested a copy of the body worn camera videos. At this time, I proceeded to ACSO and 
downloaded the body worn cameras and BCI Agent Lamping stated that the files would have to 
be shared with him through the program for BCI to be able to see the GPS Map as well as the 
audit trail. BCI Agent Dan Boerner collected the firearms and Taser as evidence and placed 
them into evidence boxes and sealed them. BCI Agent Boerner returned the Taser to me and I 
downloaded the data off of the Taser with BCI Agent Lamping present. A copy of the 
downloaded data report was provided to him and is attached to the case file. The Taser was 



placed back into service and returned to  An evidence sheet was provided to 
me from BCI and is uploaded to the case file.  
 
On September 09, 2025, I forwarded a copy of the calls for service notes, radio traffic recording, 
body worn camera videos and the photographs from Lieutenant Johns to BCI Agent Lamping.  
 
On September 11, 2025, I sent BCI Agent Lamping the video clips from the dash camera in 

vehicle. I learned that on September 10, 2025 he met with Lieutenant Johns and 
provided him with the copy of the files.  
 
On September 12, 2025, I forwarded BCI Agent Lamping a copy of the dispatch call for service 
from this incident.  
 
BCI Agent Lamping is having trouble viewing the items of evidence through Axon Evidence and 
we are working with Axon Support in order for him to view them.  
 
On September 12, 2025, Sergeant Sterrick provided me with the Crime Scene Log. I uploaded it 
to the case file and sent a copy to BCI Agent Lamping.  
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
      Detective Jonelle Gerke #449 
 
 
 
 
 
 




