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Investigative Activity: Personnel File Review 

Involves: OSP  

Activity Date: 11/25/2025 

Authoring Agent: SA Joshua Welty #173 

   
Narrative: 

On Tuesday, November 25, 2025, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special 

Agent (SA) Joshua Welty (SA Welty) received the personnel file for OSP  

 from Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSP) Sgt. Rachel Simmons. SA Welty 

reviewed the personnel file and noted the following:  

On March 20, 2024,  was issued a written reprimand for 

performing a PIT maneuver without supervisor approval.  

Nothing pertinent found.  

The personnel file is attached to this report. Please refer to the attachment for further 

details. 

 

References: 

No references.  

 

Attachments: 

Attachment #1: OSP -  Prior Discipline 
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OHP 0128 3/23 HP-22 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 
 

Date February 15, 2024 

 

File 2-ADM 

   

To Major Anne R. Ralston Attention S/Lieutenant Ricardo L. Alonso 

From Sergeant Chad E. Smith, Administrative Investigation Unit 

Subject 
A.I. #  Wilmington District, 
Georgetown Post 

 

Background 
 

On January 25, 2024, I was notified by Staff Lieutenant Ricardo L. Alonso, A.I.U., regarding  
 Georgetown Post, conducting a Precision Immobilization Technique (PIT) during 

a motor vehicle pursuit in a residential area without supervisory approval. On January 24th, the pursuit 
was reviewed by the Division’s Response to Resistance (RTR) review committee. The committee 
identified officer safety and performance deficiencies, and the case was referred for an administrative 
investigation (A.I.).    
 
At approximately 8:54 p.m. on  initiated a traffic stop with a 2013 Kia Soul 
for a speeding violation of 86 Miles Per Hour (MPH) in a 55 MPH zone.  observed the violation 
while on U.S. Highway 52, near milepost 13, in Adams County, Ohio. The driver, later identified as Kaleb 
Apgar, failed to comply, and a motor vehicle pursuit ensued.  
 
The pursuit traversed several rural roadways before turning north onto State Route 247 towards the Village 
of West Union. The Adams County Sheriff’s Department radioed there would be two deputies stationary 
on State Route 247 in an attempt to deploy tire deflation devices (TDD) just south of West Union. The 
fleeing vehicle did strike the TDD and continued into West Union.  
 
Apgar turned right onto Walnut Street and failed to maintain control of the vehicle, causing him to travel 
off the left side of the roadway and strike a retaining wall in front of a residence. Apgar accelerated and 
pulled back onto the roadway as  attempted to get ahead of the pursuit; however, he could not 
do so as Apgar began to cut across the roadway in his direction.  conducted a PIT maneuver 
without prior supervisory approval, causing Apgar to travel off the right side of the roadway where the 
vehicle traveled through residential yards, striking a mailbox, utility pole, and guide wire before stopping.  
 
Apgar and a female passenger exited the vehicle and fled on foot.  notified supervision of the 
PIT maneuver, exited his vehicle, and began chasing the fleeing suspects.  was able to 
apprehend the female passenger, and assisting agencies were able to apprehend Apgar. It was later 
determined Apgar had felony and misdemeanor warrants for his arrest and was found to be impaired at 
the time of the arrest. Apgar was transported to a nearby hospital, treated for minor injuries, and later 
incarcerated in the Adams County Jail. 
 
Alonso informed me to initiate an A.I. into this matter. 
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Investigative Action 
 

I reviewed case report #  (Artifact A) along with all the video footage of the traffic stop 
that took place on  including  body-worn camera (BWC), front dash camera, and 
rear seat camera (Artifact B1, B2, B3). The pursuit lasted for approximately 16 minutes and covered 
about 12 miles. After examining the associated videos, it is clear that  did not seek approval 
from his supervisor before carrying out the PIT maneuver. Furthermore, he executed the PIT maneuver in 
a residential area, which increased the likelihood of causing serious injury to the public and property 
damage. The PIT maneuver was executed at approximately 20 MPH. 
 
Additionally, no records of informal training (OHP-1324) for  regarding pursuit operations 
existed before this investigation.  
 
Lieutenant Charles A. Jordan, Unit #587 – Witness to Investigation:  
 
On February 1, 204, I interviewed Lieutenant Charles A. Jordan, Georgetown Post Commander, as a 
witness to this investigation (Artifact C). Jordan's hire date was February 23, 2000. The recorded 
interview began at 8:35 a.m. The following is a summary of the recorded interview: 
 
Jordan confirmed he reviewed the  incident, including the associated videos, as part of his 
responsibilities as the Georgetown Post Commander. Jordan advised the only operational issue he had 
observed during his review of the incident was that  had not obtained supervisory approval 
before performing the PIT maneuver. Jordan confirmed employees must obtain approval from a supervisor 
before a PIT maneuver can be performed and failing to do so is a violation of policy.  
 
I asked Jordan if the PIT maneuver was performed at the right location and if it was the best place to 
conduct such a maneuver. Jordan replied, "Uh. It was. The vehicle was making a right turn. It was the, uh, 
prime opportunity to bring the pursuit to an end." Jordan did not think that this action caused any additional 
liability to  or the Division by performing the maneuver in a residential area. However, he did 
mention that he would have preferred the TDD to be more effective in stopping the vehicle, thereby 
eliminating the need for a PIT maneuver. 
 
I explained to Jordan the Tire Deflation Device (TDD) effectively deflated at least one tire. I asked if 
Jordan thought  had allowed enough time for the TDD to be more effective. Jordan believed 

 at the time, was not aware of the effectiveness of the TDD, and there was no way of predicting 
what could have happened. Jordan agreed that in a perfect scenario, performing a PIT maneuver in an 
open area rather than in a neighborhood would be better.  
 
Jordan suggested that  has a good track record of making decisions. Jordan also suggested that 
training or counseling at the post-level would be appropriate to address the issues. 
 
Jordan stated everything he reported is true and accurate. The interview concluded. 
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 – Subject of Investigation:  
 
On February 1, 2024, I interviewed  as the subject of this investigation (Artifact D). Union 
representative Larry Phillips was present during the interview.  was read the Internal 
Investigation Pre-Interview form (Artifact E) and was provided a copy at the end of the interview. His 
date of hire was  works the  The recorded 
interview began at 10:10 a.m.  confirmed he had reviewed all associated videos before the A.I. 
interview. The following is a summary of the recorded interview: 
 
I provided with a brief overview of the  incident and asked him if he knew whether 
the TDD was effective.  informed me that the Adams County Sheriff's Office had deployed 
the TDD, but he was unsure about its effectiveness from his vantage point. I explained to him how the 
pursuit continued into the Village of West Union and how the fleeing vehicle hit a retaining wall as it 
turned onto Walnut Street. I then asked  to explain his thought process as the vehicle collided 
with the retaining wall.  replied that the suspect vehicle had lost momentum temporarily after 
striking the wall, and his initial thought was to try and get ahead of the fleeing vehicle to block it from 
going back down the road. However, the fleeing vehicle quickly accelerated back towards the roadway 
and  Due to the proximity,  made a split-second decision to conduct the PIT 
maneuver. 
 

 confirmed hearing the radio traffic the Adams County Sheriff's Office was setting up to deploy 
TDD. As the pursuit approached the location,  decreased his speed as he was unsure exactly 
where the TDD would be in the roadway or if the TDD was effective.  confirmed that he had 
been trained to utilize the PIT maneuver. I asked  in a perfect scenario, what he would have 
liked to have seen happen after performing the PIT Maneuver.  explained he would have liked 
to have seen the vehicle spin out in the roadway, lose momentum, and be able to block the vehicle from 
continuing.  felt this did not happen as part of poor execution on his part of the maneuver. 

 described it as not being deep enough and only catching a small portion of the rear bumper, 
which did not spin the vehicle out as the maneuver was designed to do.  
 

 agreed on the angle of the fleeing vehicle, and its acceleration also affected the PIT maneuver's 
failure. However,  did not factor these things in then and reiterated how he did not have enough 
time to process the information.  confirmed that he radioed to Sergeant Anthony S. Fox, 
Georgetown Post, that the fleeing vehicle had crashed and that he had performed a PIT maneuver. 

 also confirmed that the driver and a female passenger fled after the crash.  was 
able to apprehend the female passenger, and assisting officers later apprehended the driver. There was a 
third passenger who stayed in the vehicle.  
 
As a result of the incident,  generated an Offense Report, Case #
confirmed the case, and his officer's notes accurately depicted what occurred. When I asked
if he had considered the location before performing the PIT maneuver, he admitted that he had not. He 
agreed that performing the maneuver in a residential neighborhood was not ideal and now understood the 
associated risks. 
 
I presented OSP Policy 203.20-002, which outlines guidelines for Motor Vehicle and Foot Pursuits 
(Artifact F), to  I directed his attention to the intervention tactics section, specifically the part 
that pertains to PIT maneuvers.  acknowledged that he should have sought supervisory 
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approval before conducting a PIT maneuver on  which is a violation of policy. I asked 

 if he could have handled the situation better. He noted that he could have established better 
radio communication with Fox to develop a plan for ending the pursuit. They could have discussed options 
for intervention tactics like a PIT maneuver and identified ideal locations for executing such tactics. 

 confirmed that he will improve communication in future incidents to ensure this lapse does 
not happen again. 

 stated everything he reported is true and accurate. The interview concluded. 

Artifacts 
 
Artifact A – Case Report  
Artifact B1  front dash recording 
Artifact B2  BWC recording  
Artifact B3  rear seat recording 
Artifact C – Jordan’s audio recorded interview 
Artifact D -  audio recorded interview 
Artifact E –  DPS 0036 
Artifact F – OSP Policy #203.20-002 Motor Vehicle and Foot Pursuits 
Artifact G – Policy and Procedure Sign Off Report for  
Artifact H –  Deportment Record 
Artifact I – RTR Committee Review 
Artifact J – PIT Training Lesson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













PROPERTY 
NO:1

PROPERTY CODE
31   

LOSS CODE
6    

QUANTITY
0.500

PROPERTY VALUE VICTIM NO. : SUSPECT NO. :
1

VEHICLE NO. : VEH LIC STATE  : VEHICLE YEAR :

PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION

1 baggy with folded cardboard with white powder in it
FOUND LOCATION

On person/with clothing

MAKE / BRAND MODEL SERIAL N.C.I.C. #

FIREARM
CALIBER TYPE BARREL LENGTH FINISH N.C.I.C. ENTRY #

NARCOTICS

DRUG TYPE

Weighted Drug

UNIT OF MEASURE

Gram

DRUG CODE

Fentanyl

PILL TYPE PILL SHAPE PILL COLOR1 PILL COLOR2

PILL MARKING 1 PILL MARKING 2

OWNER
NAME & ADDRESS
Kaleb Apgar  521 East Second Street,Manchester,OH,45144

OWNER PHONE

EVIDENCE CODE

Weighted Drug

EVIDENCE DATE/ TIME

1/16/2024 22:00

EVIDENCE COLLECTED BY

(1921) Sgt. Prose, Kyle L

EVIDENCE FINAL DISPOSITION OTHER EVIDENCE

PROPERTY 
NO:2

PROPERTY CODE
36   

LOSS CODE
7    

QUANTITY
1.00

PROPERTY VALUE
6000.00

VICTIM NO. : SUSPECT NO. : VEHICLE NO. :
1

VEH LIC STATE  :
OH

VEHICLE YEAR :
2013

PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION

2013 Kia Soul
FOUND LOCATION

US 52 MP 13

MAKE / BRAND
Kia Motors Corporation

MODEL SERIAL
KNDJT2A63D7555659

N.C.I.C. #

FIREARM
CALIBER TYPE BARREL LENGTH FINISH N.C.I.C. ENTRY #

NARCOTICS

DRUG TYPE UNIT OF MEASURE DRUG CODE PILL TYPE PILL SHAPE PILL COLOR1 PILL COLOR2

PILL MARKING 1 PILL MARKING 2

OWNER
NAME & ADDRESS
Kelley Scott  6222 Old Dutch Road,West Union,OH,45693

OWNER PHONE

EVIDENCE CODE EVIDENCE DATE/ TIME EVIDENCE COLLECTED BY EVIDENCE FINAL DISPOSITION

Returned to Owner

OTHER EVIDENCE

APPROVING OFFICER:

REPORTING OFFICER:

PROPERTY CODES

EXCHANGE MEDIUMS
01   MONEY
02   CREDIT/DEBIT CARD
03   NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS
04   OTHER EXCAHNGE MEDIUMS

DOCUMENTS
05   NON-NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS
06   PERSONAL (IDENTITY)  PAPERS
07   OTHER DOCUMENTS

VALUABLES
08   JEWELRY/PRECIOUS METALS
09   ART OBJECTS, ANTIQUES, 
ANDOTHER         PRECIOUS ITEMS
10   OTHER VALUABLES

PERSONAL EFFECTS
11   CLOTHING FURS
12   PURCHASES/HANDBAGS/WALLETS
13   OTHER PERSONAL EFFECTS

HOUSE HOLD ITEMS
14   HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

EQUIPMENT
15   DRUG/NARCOTIC EQUIPMENT
16   GAMBLING EQUIPMENT

17   COMP.HARDWARE/SOFTWARE
18   OFFICE EQUIPMENT
19   STEREO EQUIPMENT, TV AND RADIO       
          (NON-VEHICLE)
20   RECORDINGS
21   SPORTS EQUIPMENT (ALL EXCEPT           
          BICYCLES AND FIREARMS)
22   PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT
23   FARM EQUIPMENT
24   HEAVY CONSTRUCTION / INDUSTRIAL      
        EQUIPMENT
25   BUILDING SUPPLIES FOR                            
            CONSTRUCTION
26   TOOLS
27   VEHICLE PARTS / ACCESSORIES
28   SCHOOL SUPPLIES
29   OTHER EQUIPMENT

CONSUMABLE ITEMS
30   ALCOHOL
31   DRUGS / NARCOTICS
32   CONSUMABLE GOODS

ANIMALS
33   LIVE STOCK
34   HOUSEHOLD PETS

VEHICLES
35   AIRCRAFT
36   AUTOMOBILES
37   BICYCLES

38   BUSES
39   TRUCKS
40   TRAILERS
41   WATERCRAFT
42   RECREATIONAL VEHICLE
43   OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE

WEAPONS
44   FIREARMS
45   OTHER WEAPONS

STRUCTURES
46   SINGLE OCCUPANCY
47   OTHER DWELLINGS
48   COMMERCIAL/BUSINESS
49   INDUSTRIAL/MANUFACTURING
50   PUBLIC/COMMERCIAL
51   STORAGE
52   OTHER STRUCTURES

OTHER
53   MERCHANDISE
54   OTHER PROPERTY
55   PENDING INVENTORY

56   SPECIAL CATEGORIES
57   AIRCRAFT PARTS OR ACCESSORIES
58   ARTISTIC SUPPLIES OR 
ACCESSORIES
59   CAMPING/HUNTING/FISHING                  
          EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES

60   CHEMICALS
61   CROPS
62   DOCUMENTS/PERSONAL OR BUSINESS
63   EXPLOSIVES
64   FIREARM ACCESSORIES
65   FUEL
66   IDENTITY-INTANGIBLE
67   LAW ENFORCEMENT EQUIPMENT
68   LAWN/YARD/GARDEN EQUIPMENT
69   LOGGING EQUIPMENT
70   MEDICAL/MEDICAL LAB EQUIPMENT
71   METALS, NON-PRECIOUS
72   MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
73   PORTABLE ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
74   WATERCRAFT EQUIPMENT/PARTS/ACCESSORIES 
   
    

State of Ohio
HP-24PRO
10-0157-50
Rev. 08/01/2003

Ohio State Highway Patrol
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

Property Report

INCIDENT NUMBER

TYPE PROPERTY LOSS
(ENTER CODES BELOW)

1  NONE

2  BURNED

3. COUNTERFEITED / FORGED
4.  DESTROYED / DAMAGED / VANDALIZED

5.  STOLEN / ETC

6. SEIZED

7.  RECOVERED U  UNKNOWNP  PHOTOE  EVIDENCE

D  DAMAGED F  FOUND L  LOST



PROPERTY 
NO:3

PROPERTY CODE
15   

LOSS CODE
6    

QUANTITY
1.00

PROPERTY VALUE VICTIM NO. : SUSPECT NO. :
1

VEHICLE NO. : VEH LIC STATE  : VEHICLE YEAR :

PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION

5  hypodermic neeldes
FOUND LOCATION

In vehicle

MAKE / BRAND MODEL SERIAL N.C.I.C. #

FIREARM
CALIBER TYPE BARREL LENGTH FINISH N.C.I.C. ENTRY #

NARCOTICS

DRUG TYPE UNIT OF MEASURE DRUG CODE PILL TYPE PILL SHAPE PILL COLOR1 PILL COLOR2

PILL MARKING 1 PILL MARKING 2

OWNER
NAME & ADDRESS
Kaleb Apgar  521 East Second Street,Manchester,OH,45144

OWNER PHONE

EVIDENCE CODE EVIDENCE DATE/ TIME EVIDENCE FINAL DISPOSITION OTHER EVIDENCE

Post Needle box

APPROVING OFFICER:

REPORTING OFFICER:

PROPERTY CODES

EXCHANGE MEDIUMS
01   MONEY
02   CREDIT/DEBIT CARD
03   NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS
04   OTHER EXCAHNGE MEDIUMS

DOCUMENTS
05   NON-NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS
06   PERSONAL (IDENTITY)  PAPERS
07   OTHER DOCUMENTS

VALUABLES
08   JEWELRY/PRECIOUS METALS
09   ART OBJECTS, ANTIQUES, 
ANDOTHER         PRECIOUS ITEMS
10   OTHER VALUABLES

PERSONAL EFFECTS
11   CLOTHING FURS
12   PURCHASES/HANDBAGS/WALLETS
13   OTHER PERSONAL EFFECTS

HOUSE HOLD ITEMS
14   HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

EQUIPMENT
15   DRUG/NARCOTIC EQUIPMENT
16   GAMBLING EQUIPMENT

17   COMP.HARDWARE/SOFTWARE
18   OFFICE EQUIPMENT
19   STEREO EQUIPMENT, TV AND RADIO       
          (NON-VEHICLE)
20   RECORDINGS
21   SPORTS EQUIPMENT (ALL EXCEPT           
          BICYCLES AND FIREARMS)
22   PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT
23   FARM EQUIPMENT
24   HEAVY CONSTRUCTION / INDUSTRIAL      
        EQUIPMENT
25   BUILDING SUPPLIES FOR                            
            CONSTRUCTION
26   TOOLS
27   VEHICLE PARTS / ACCESSORIES
28   SCHOOL SUPPLIES
29   OTHER EQUIPMENT

CONSUMABLE ITEMS
30   ALCOHOL
31   DRUGS / NARCOTICS
32   CONSUMABLE GOODS

ANIMALS
33   LIVE STOCK
34   HOUSEHOLD PETS

VEHICLES
35   AIRCRAFT
36   AUTOMOBILES
37   BICYCLES

38   BUSES
39   TRUCKS
40   TRAILERS
41   WATERCRAFT
42   RECREATIONAL VEHICLE
43   OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE

WEAPONS
44   FIREARMS
45   OTHER WEAPONS

STRUCTURES
46   SINGLE OCCUPANCY
47   OTHER DWELLINGS
48   COMMERCIAL/BUSINESS
49   INDUSTRIAL/MANUFACTURING
50   PUBLIC/COMMERCIAL
51   STORAGE
52   OTHER STRUCTURES

OTHER
53   MERCHANDISE
54   OTHER PROPERTY
55   PENDING INVENTORY

56   SPECIAL CATEGORIES
57   AIRCRAFT PARTS OR ACCESSORIES
58   ARTISTIC SUPPLIES OR 
ACCESSORIES
59   CAMPING/HUNTING/FISHING                  
          EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES

60   CHEMICALS
61   CROPS
62   DOCUMENTS/PERSONAL OR BUSINESS
63   EXPLOSIVES
64   FIREARM ACCESSORIES
65   FUEL
66   IDENTITY-INTANGIBLE
67   LAW ENFORCEMENT EQUIPMENT
68   LAWN/YARD/GARDEN EQUIPMENT
69   LOGGING EQUIPMENT
70   MEDICAL/MEDICAL LAB EQUIPMENT
71   METALS, NON-PRECIOUS
72   MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
73   PORTABLE ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
74   WATERCRAFT EQUIPMENT/PARTS/ACCESSORIES 
   
    

State of Ohio
HP-24PRO
10-0157-50
Rev. 08/01/2003

Ohio State Highway Patrol
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

Property Report

INCIDENT NUMBER

TYPE PROPERTY LOSS
(ENTER CODES BELOW)

1  NONE

2  BURNED

3. COUNTERFEITED / FORGED
4.  DESTROYED / DAMAGED / VANDALIZED

5.  STOLEN / ETC

6. SEIZED

7.  RECOVERED U  UNKNOWNP  PHOTOE  EVIDENCE

D  DAMAGED F  FOUND L  LOST

















and unmarked (non-pursuit rated) Division vehicles will not engage in 
vehicular pursuits. 
 

b. A sworn officer operating an unmarked, pursuit-rated enforcement vehicle 
(equipped with lights and siren), whether in uniform or not, who is 
attempting to stop a dangerous felon or other suspect posing a risk to public 
safety, may initiate or engage in a pursuit. The unmarked vehicle, however, 
should relinquish the pursuit to marked units as soon as it is practical to do 
so. Division officers shall not solicit non law enforcement entities or persons 
for assistance, control, or termination of a vehicular pursuit and any offer of 
assistance will be declined. See also OSP-200.06. 

 
c. Officers shall not initiate or engage in a pursuit while transporting a prisoner or 

any person who has not signed a Division waiver. 
 

d. Unless otherwise directed by a supervisor, officers not directly involved in a 
pursuit shall not trail (following at any distance), parallel, intercept, or track an 
active pursuit. Officers should, however, monitor the progress of the pursuit and 
be prepared to assist if directed by a supervisor. 
 

e. Officers outside of a Division-owned vehicle shall not deliberately place 
themselves in the path of a fleeing motor vehicle. 

 
8. Pursuit Termination – A pursuit shall be terminated under any of the 

following conditions: 41.2.2 h, i 
 

a. The seriousness of the offense is outweighed by the risk to the public of 
continuing the pursuit. 
 

b. In the opinion of the officer or supervisor, due to factors such as, but not limited 
to, the prevailing traffic, roadway, and environmental conditions, the continuation 
of the pursuit would be futile or create a danger to the officer(s), the general 
public, and/or the suspect(s) that outweighs the need for apprehension. 

 
c. The suspect has been identified to a point where apprehension may be made at a 

later time and there is no longer a need for immediate apprehension. 
 

d. The pursuing officer(s) loses sight of the suspect’s vehicle and the location is 
unknown. 

 
B. VEHICULAR PURSUIT OPERATIONS – Upon initiating a pursuit, the pursuing 

officer(s) and/or dispatcher will immediately notify a supervisor. To prevent “caravanning”, 
an active pursuit will involve not more than two officers (primary pursuing officer and a 
back-up officer) unless a supervisor determines that more officers are needed. 

 
1. Primary Pursuing Officer Responsibilities – The primary pursuing officer is 

normally the closest in proximity to the pursuit and may or may not be the initiating 
officer. Unless relieved by a supervisor, the primary pursuing officer bears the 
operational responsibility of the pursuit. The initiating officer and/or primary pursuing 
officer, unless relieved of this duty by a back-up officer, will relay the following 
information, completely and accurately, at the start of the pursuit, at regular intervals, 
or as needed: 41.2.2 c 

 
a. Location and direction of travel 

 
b. Estimated and/or average speed of the pursuit 

 
c. Description of the fleeing vehicle and suspect(s) – license plate number; make, 

model, color, and type of vehicle; number of occupants and description, etc. 
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d. Reason for the pursuit (underlying offense and any additional offenses committed) 

 
e. Officer’s intentions (continue, terminate, intervention tactics, etc.) 

 
2. Back-up Pursuing Officer Responsibilities – Any back-up officer joining a pursuit 

shall immediately notify the dispatcher who is dispatching the pursuit. The back-up 
officer should immediately assume radio responsibilities and completely and accurately 
relay the information in section (B)(1) above and/or any other necessary information. 
41.2.2 d 
 
The back-up officer will maintain a safe distance behind the primary pursuing officer but 
close enough to render assistance if needed. If the primary pursuing officer’s vehicle 
becomes disabled, the back-up officer will assume the role of primary pursuing officer. 
The dispatcher will then arrange for a new back-up officer to participate in the pursuit 
(see section (B)(3) below). 
 

3. Dispatcher Responsibilities – When an officer communicates the initiation of a 
pursuit, the dispatcher shall immediately notify a supervisor and provide all pertinent 
information to the supervisor. If the post does not have a supervisor working, another 
supervisor in the district shall be notified. The dispatcher will be responsible for 
receiving and recording all of the information regarding the pursuit. The dispatcher(s) 
shall coordinate all communications activities while maintaining radio communication 
with the pursuing officers and supervisors. Air support should be utilized if available. 
41.2.2 f; 81.2.3 
 

4. Supervisor Responsibilities – The primary responsibility of the supervisor is to direct 
and control the pursuit through effective communication until its end. It is not 
necessary for the supervisor to be physically present on station or directly involved in 
the pursuit. 41.2.2 g 
 
The supervisor shall continually evaluate the pursuit based on the criteria outlined in 
this policy and other applicable Division policies to determine whether the pursuit 
should continue, be terminated, or whether to deploy intervention techniques (see also 
OSP- 203.20, Response to Resistance). 41.2.2 i 
 
If feasible, a supervisor shall respond to the scene where the pursuit ends, whether or 
not there is an apprehension of the suspect(s), if the pursuit results in a crash, the 
pursuit ends and the suspect(s) is apprehended or flees on foot, or the pursuit is 
stopped using intervention techniques as outlined in section (C) below. 
 
A supervisor who initiated a pursuit must relinquish the pursuit to another officer(s) as 
soon as practical and assume a supervisory role. 

 
5. Responsibilities Upon Termination - If a supervisor orders a pursuit to be 

terminated, the pursuing officers will immediately deactivate their emergency lights 
and sirens and return to normal patrol operations. The officers will verify the termination 
by communicating via radio to the dispatcher that the pursuit is terminated and they are 
no longer actively pursuing the suspect vehicle. The supervisor will verify with the 
dispatcher that the pursuit has been terminated. If deemed necessary, the supervisor 
will go direct with the officers to verify that the pursuit was terminated. 
 

6. Pursuits with Other Agencies – Before becoming involved in a pursuit conducted by 
another agency, Division officers shall evaluate their participation based on the 
provisions of this policy as if the pursuit was initiated by the Division. Division officers 
may engage in a pursuit with another agency when requested; however, steps should 
be taken by the officer to discover the reason for the pursuit, e.g., have the dispatcher 
contact the agency to obtain all pertinent information. In any event, the dispatcher or 
officer involved will immediately notify a Division supervisor and provide all pertinent 
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information regarding Division participation in the pursuit. 41.2.2 j 
 
When involved in pursuits with other agencies, Division officers should use plain 
language when communicating via radio and avoid the use of radio signals. When 
pursuing into municipalities, the agency with jurisdiction should be notified by a 
dispatcher or supervisor and care must be taken to ensure that a train of police vehicles 
does not form. Control should be relinquished to the department with jurisdiction, but 
the initiating officer should remain in control until the pursuit is taken over and then 
assume a back-up role. 41.2.2 j 
 

7. Crossing State Boundaries – The pursuit of a fleeing felony suspect beyond the 
boundaries of the state is permitted only when the nature of the felony and/or 
subsequent actions of the suspect are such that discontinuing the pursuit at the state 
line would likely result in a risk of death or serious injury to the public at large, to other 
law enforcement officers, or to the occupants of the fleeing vehicle. In any event, an 
officer must obtain permission from a Division supervisor before pursuing a vehicle out of 
the state boundaries. If an officer receives permission to pursue a suspect into another 
state, the dispatcher must immediately notify the applicable jurisdiction in the 
neighboring state that a fleeing violator is entering that state from Ohio. 41.2.2 j 

 
C. INTERVENTION TACTICS – Intervention tactics shall be based on the careful consideration 

of all facts known to the pursuing officer(s), and/or the supervisor, and should be initiated when 
conditions are favorable. The type and manner of the intervention shall be determined based on 
the force option that reasonably appears necessary to control the situation. 41.2.3 a, d 
 
All intervention tactics short of deadly force such as tire deflation devices, the Precision/Pursuit 
Immobilization Technique, i.e., the PIT maneuver (when done under optimal conditions and 
speeds under 40 MPH), or low-speed channeling/boxing-in/rolling roadblocks may only be used 
when it is possible to do so safely and when the officer utilizing such tactics has received 
appropriate training. 41.2.3 c 

 
1. Tire Deflation Devices – Tire deflation devices are assigned to every marked patrol 

car and must be stored in the designated holder in the trunk. 
 

a. Prohibitions on Use – Tire deflation devices shall not be used on 
motorcycles, three-wheeled vehicles, or all-terrain vehicles unless deadly force 
is justified. 
 

b. Use – Tire deflation devices may be placed across the roadway in order to stop a 
pursuit when deemed feasible (after consideration of the principles outlined in 
this policy) by the officers involved or a supervisor. An officer deploying tire 
deflation devices must communicate to the dispatcher or other officers in the 
pursuit that the devices are deployed and in what location. This will give the 
other officers involved time to slow down and avoid striking the devices. 41.2.3 b 

 
c. Precautions – Tire deflation devices must only be used from a stationary 

position. Officers should stand off the roadway in a position of substantial cover, 
such as behind a guardrail, building, or bridge abutment, and must be prepared to 
take evasive action to avoid being struck by the fleeing vehicle or other officers. 
Patrol vehicles are not adequate cover. You must be able to observe the target 
vehicle from this location. If the officer cannot be in a place of relative safety while 
deploying the devices, the devices should not be deployed. Do not wrap the cord 
around your hand or any body part and do not hold the cord reel up in the air 
during deployment (it may become tangled in the frame of the target vehicle). 

 
d. Commercial Vehicles – Each LCS trooper, sergeant, and lieutenant marked 

patrol car is issued a “Magnum Spike” commercial tire deflation devices that 
should be used for pursuits involving commercial vehicles, if available. In 
addition, each district and the Turnpike will be issued two “Magnum 
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Spike” strips. If not available, the Division-issued tire deflation devices may be 
used on standard-sized or large commercial motor vehicles; however, when used 
on commercial vehicles the deflation time may be longer than on passenger 
vehicles. 

 
2. Roadblocks – A roadblock is a deliberate obstruction of traffic on a roadway at one or 

more selected points and may or may not be a complete blockage of the roadway. The 
type of roadblock that will create the least amount of risk to accomplish the objective 
should be utilized. 41.2.3 a 

 
a. Use – Safety to the public, law enforcement officers, and the suspect is the 

primary consideration when using a roadblock to stop a fleeing suspect. Division 
officers will not use a roadblock if it will expose any person to an unreasonable risk 
of injury. Therefore, the risk of a continued pursuit must be greater than the risk 
of using a roadblock. This is a decision that the pursuing officer and/or supervisor 
must make depending on the facts of each pursuit. 41.2.3 b 

     
b. Type of Roadblock - Stationary – This is a partial or total blockage of the 

roadway using suitable materials, such as construction barricades; however, an 
unoccupied patrol car(s), with emergency lights activated, may be used. Officers 
shall place themselves in a position of relative safety and should be prepared to 
seek cover if necessary. 

 
If other traffic will be affected by the roadblock, it must be established in a way 
that affords ample opportunity for motorists, and the fleeing suspect, to detect the 
roadblock and stop a safe distance away. The roadblock must leave a route 
though the blockage making it necessary to slow to proceed through and to 
prevent any vehicle from crashing into the roadblock. A complete blockage of the 
roadway is prohibited unless deadly force is justified against the fleeing suspect 
and no innocent motorists will be affected. 

 
c. Type of Roadblock – Flares or Traffic Cones – Although danger is still present, 

this type of roadblock is the least hazardous for all involved. Flares or traffic cones 
may be placed across the roadway or in a manner that funnels the fleeing vehicle 
to the berm or shoulder and to a stop. Officers setting up this roadblock should 
park the patrol car off the roadway, with emergency lights activated, and should 
be in a position to assume pursuit or seek cover if necessary. 

 
d. Type of Roadblock – Moving/Rolling/Boxing-in – This is a partial blockage of 

the roadway by a moving patrol car(s) for the purpose of slowing a fleeing vehicle 
and/or to bring it to a stop. This usually involves two or more patrol cars in front 
of or in front of and on the sides of the fleeing vehicle. The patrol cars gradually 
slow, forcing the suspect to stop. This is a more hazardous type of roadblock as 
the suspect may ram the patrol car(s) with his vehicle. This type of roadblock 
should only be used on divided highways with light traffic conditions. 

 
3. Precision/Pursuit Immobilization Technique (PIT) – The PIT maneuver involves 

the purposeful contact by a patrol car to the fleeing vehicle in a manner that causes 
the fleeing vehicle to spin out and come to a stop. In order to utilize the technique, a 
Division officer must have been trained in its use, received prior approval from a 
supervisor, and have a back-up officer present to assist. 
 
The PIT maneuver is a specific technique that may only be utilized by properly trained 
Division officers under reasonable and prudent circumstances. When executed properly 
and at or under speeds of 40 MPH, the PIT maneuver does not constitute deadly force. 
In other circumstances, the PIT maneuver may constitute deadly force and may only be 
used when deadly force is justified to stop a fleeing suspect. A Division officer must 
obtain the permission of a supervisor before utilizing the PIT maneuver on a fleeing 
vehicle. 4.1.2; 41.2.3 b, d 
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4. Intentional Contact/Ramming – Intentional contact, or ramming, occurs when a 

patrol car physically contacts a fleeing vehicle in order to functionally damage the 
vehicle or otherwise force the vehicle to a stop. Under certain circumstances, intentional 
contact may be considered deadly force. 4.1.2 
 
When all other attempts to stop the fleeing vehicle are, or likely would be, unsuccessful, 
and the continuation of the pursuit would place other motorists or officers in imminent 
danger of serious physical injury or death, then intentional contact may be considered. 
Intentional contact should be a last resort and only utilized after obtaining the 
permission of a supervisor. 41.2.3 a, b, d 

 
Intentional contact should only be used if there is an immediate need to stop a driver 
due to the concern for public safety and optimal conditions exist for implementing this 
technique. 41.2.3 a  
 

5. Firearms – The use of firearms to terminate a pursuit shall be considered a use of 
deadly force; therefore, their use is governed by policy OSP-203.20, Response to 
Resistance, and its guidelines for the use of deadly force. 4.1.2; 41.2.3  

 
a. Deadly Force – Division officers are not authorized to use firearms against fleeing 

vehicles in order to terminate a pursuit or otherwise prevent a fleeing vehicle from 
evading apprehension. Division officers may not fire upon a vehicle unless officers 
reasonably believe that they or others are directly threatened with serious 
injury or death, i.e., the officer, other officers, or the general public is 
immediately threatened by the actions of the vehicle or occupants and the 
failure to stop the vehicle or occupants by using firearms would amount to a 
substantial and immediate risk of serious injury or death to the officer, other 
officers, or the public if the vehicle was allowed to continue on its given path and 
there is no other reasonable alternative to mitigating the threat posed by the 
vehicle or its occupants.  

 
b. Disabling a Vehicle with a Firearm – Officers shall not discharge firearms at 

tires or other parts of the vehicle in an attempt to disable the vehicle.  
 

6. Aviation Section – Whenever practical, the Division’s Aviation Section may be called 
upon to assist with a pursuit and allow ground units to take a supporting position or to 
regroup and intercept at a different location or at a later time. If Division planes are 
operating, the closest plane to the pursuit will be dispatched to assist. If a plane 
equipped with recording equipment is available, that plane will be dispatched as well. If 
a Division plane is not airborne, one can be airborne within an hour, plus flight time. For 
specific enforcement details, commanders should consider scheduling an aircraft if 
pursuits are likely during the enforcement operation. 

 
D. FOOT PURSUITS – When necessary, a trooper or OIU agent may pursue a person(s) who 

is fleeing on foot when the officer has legal authority to conduct an investigative detention or 
make an arrest (see policy OSP-203.05, Search & Seizure). Police officers shall not engage in 
a foot pursuit off state property in accordance with their legal jurisdiction. 

 
1. Risk Factors – Before deciding to pursue a fleeing suspect on foot, a Division officer 

shall balance the need for apprehension against the risks to which the officer will be 
exposed. The following risk factors shall be considered: 

 
a. Availability of backup 

 
b. Familiarity with the area/hostile area (e.g., area known for drug trafficking 

activities) 
 
c. Suspect known or suspected to be armed 
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d. Multiple suspects (including a vehicle occupied by multiple suspects) 
 
e. Poor physical condition or injuries 
 
f. Unable to maintain radio contact 
 
g. Inclement weather, darkness, or reduced visibility 

 
2. Alternatives to a Foot Pursuit – In deciding whether or not to pursue on foot, 

Division officers shall consider the following alternatives: 
 

a. Containment of the area 
 
b. Saturation of the area with patrol personnel 
 
c. K9 search 
 
d. Aerial support 
 
e. Special Response Team support 
 
f. Apprehension at another time and place when the officer knows the identity of the 

suspect or has other information that would likely allow for later apprehension. 
 

3. Initiating Officer’s Responsibilities – The initiating officer bears operational 
responsibility for the foot pursuit unless circumstances dictate otherwise or until relieved 
by a supervisor. Officers must remember that voice transmissions while running, and in 
other field tactical situations, may be difficult to understand and may need repeated. As 
soon as practical, the officer initiating a foot pursuit will relay the following information 
to the dispatcher: 

 
a. Unit number 
 
b. Officer location and direction of travel 
 
c. Reason for the foot pursuit 
 
d. Number of suspects and descriptions 
 
e. Whether or not the suspect is armed 

 
4. Dispatcher’s Responsibilities - When an officer communicates that a foot pursuit is in 

progress, the dispatcher shall immediately notify a supervisor and provide all pertinent 
information to the supervisor. If the post does not have a supervisor working, another 
supervisor in the district shall be notified. The dispatcher will do the following during a 
foot pursuit: 81.2.4 a, d 

 
a. Receive, record, and immediately report incoming information on the pursuit, the 

officers involved, and the suspect. 
 
b. Control all radio communications and clear the radio channel of all non-

emergency traffic. 
 
c. Coordinate and dispatch backup assistance and air support, if available, under the 

direction of the supervisor. 
 

5. Foot Pursuit Coordination – The initiating or primary officer shall coordinate with 
other officers to establish a perimeter in order to contain the suspect. The primary 
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officer should not attempt to overtake the suspect until sufficient back-up is available to 
take the suspect into custody. Assisting officers shall attempt to contain the suspect and 
not respond to the primary officer’s location unless the suspect has stopped and the 
primary officer requests assistance to take the suspect into custody. 
When two or more officers are in a foot pursuit, the officers should not separate unless 
they can maintain sight of each other and can communicate. The lead officer should 
concentrate on the suspect’s actions while the second officer provides back-up and 
communicates with dispatch and/or other officers. 
 

6. Terminating a Foot Pursuit – If a supervisor orders a termination of the foot pursuit, 
officers shall immediately stop the pursuit and confirm so via radio to the dispatcher 
and/or supervisor. The officer should radio the location, the last known direction of 
travel of the suspect, and request any assistance if necessary. 
 

7. Supervisor’s Responsibility – Upon notification, the supervisor shall take command 
and coordinate the foot pursuit. As in any tactical incident, the supervisor does not need 
to be physically present to coordinate and control the pursuit. The supervisor should 
evaluate the circumstances surrounding the foot pursuit and decide as soon as possible 
whether it should continue. The supervisor should allow the foot pursuit to continue 
under any of the following circumstances: 

 
a. There are at least two officers working in tandem and there is a reasonable belief 

that the suspect may be legally detained or arrested. 
 
b. There is a reasonable belief that the suspect poses an immediate threat to the 

safety of the public or other officers if not apprehended. 
 
c. The foot pursuit does not violate provisions of this or related Division policies, 

procedures, or training. 
 

8. The supervisor shall terminate the foot pursuit at any time he/she concludes that the 
danger to pursuing officers or the public outweighs the necessity for immediate 
apprehension of the suspect. Once the foot pursuit has concluded, the supervisor should 
respond to the end location and assert command and control of the situation, if 
necessary. 

 
E. REPORTING – When an officer initiates a vehicular and/or foot pursuit, he/she shall file a 

case report detailing the circumstances surrounding the pursuit(s). Any back-up or assisting 
officers shall include statements in the report detailing their involvement. A supervisor who 
was not directly involved in the pursuit shall conduct the administrative response to resistance 
investigation/review per policy OSP-203.20, Response to Resistance, and its attachment, 
Response to Resistance Investigations. The same reporting procedures outlined in that policy, 
including the tiered review up the chain-of-command, will be followed. 4.2.2; 41.2.2 k; 
41.2.3e 

 
F. REQUIRED POLICY REVIEW 

 
1. Policy Revisions – Following the release of a revision to this policy, all sworn officers, 

auxiliary officers, and dispatchers shall be assigned this policy, without delay, for review 
and electronic read and sign. 

 
2. Roll Call Training – Whenever changes to this policy occur, all sworn officers, auxiliary 

officers, and dispatchers shall be trained on the policy with a focus on the updates or 
changes. The training may be accomplished by reviewing the policy and taking a quiz, 
commanders may schedule roll call training sessions, or training may be conducted at the 
Division’s annual in-service training. In any case, refresher training on vehicular and foot 
pursuits will be conducted at least once every two years for all sworn officers and 
auxiliary officers. 
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3. Annual Review – All sworn officers and dispatchers will review this policy and be 
tested on its provisions at least once every calendar year. All auxiliary officers will 
review this policy at least once every calendar year. 
 

4. Cadets – The Academy shall provide all cadets with specific training on the scope 
and contents of this policy. 
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Form and Supplemental References: 

Standard References: 

CALEA - 4.1.2 CALEA - 41.2.1 CALEA - 41.2.2 CALEA - 41.2.3 CALEA - 41.3.8 CALEA - 81.2.3
CALEA - 81.2.4

Related Policies: 

OSP-103.22 DIGITAL MEDIA

OSP-200.06 MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATION BY DIVISION EMPLOYEES

OSP-203.20 RESPONSE TO RESISTANCE

OSP-203.20-001 DIVISION WEAPONS

Attachment(s): 
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