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OPINION NO. 73-099

Syllabus:

A unit consisting of a commercial tractor, sermitrailer and
solidly attached four-whecl trailer, is a "commercial tractor and
semitrailer cormtination" within the reaning of Section 5577.05 (T)
(3), Revigsed Code, and limited to an overall lenath of 55 faet.

To: Robert M. Chiaramonte, Supt., State Highway Patrol, Columbus, Ohio
By: William J. Brown, Attorney General, October 11, 1973

Your request for my opinion reads as follows:

Your opinion is resmectfully requested
rcocarding a commercial tractor and sermi trailer
which has another four vheel trailer so0lidly
attached hv necns of four »nins and concerns the
apnlication of Section 5577.05 (B)({5) in
deternining overall allowable length.

The nanufacturer states there are three
distinct units involved, each of which shall
he pronerly licensed.

Ittached is a drawing which the manu-
facturer feels should be classified =25 a
combination of vehicles.

It should be nointed out that the unit
referred to as trailer {2 in the dravinc can
be removed from trailer #1; hovever, vhen
attached by reans of the trailer coupler it
becores, in effect, an inteqral part of trailer
#1 and much the sare as one solid unit.
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The question is as follows: Is this unit
to be considered a corrercial tractor and trailer
and nerritted an overall lencth of 55 feet or
shall it be considerec a commercia?l tractor, seni
trailer an® four vheel trailor (corhination of
velhicles) and permitted an overall lengt!ly of
65 feoat?

Section 5577.95, Nevisad Code, provides in nart:

«io vehicle shall he operated uron the
rublic highwavs, streets, Pridgos, and cul
verts within the etate, wvhos2 Jinmansions nx-
ceed those specified in this section.

* % % L * *k %

(®) “io such velicle shall have a lenath
in excess of:

* % * % * Ok %

(3) Fifty-five feet for the overall
length of a comrercial tractor and semi-
trailer comhination, with or withount loa’:

(1) Sixty-five feet for any other com-
bination of vehicles counled together, with
or without load;

4 h * * &k & * k *

The terns “wvehicle”, "corrercial tractor®, “semitrailer", and
"trailer', as used in Section 5577.05, are cefinecd in Section
4501.01, Revised Code, as follous:

(A) "Vehicles' neans everything on
wheels or runners, except vehicles orerated
exclusively on rails or tracks or from over-
head electric trollevy wires and vehiclns
belonging to any police departrent, municipal
fire departiient, volunteer fire cdepartnent,
or salvage comrany organized under the laus
of this state or usecd by such departrent or
company in the discharce of its functions.

* %k % *® 0t ok * % &

(D) "Cormercial tractor® excert as ‘cfined
in Jdivision () of this section means anv motor
vehicle having rotor power designed or used for
drawing other rotor wvehicles, or designed or used
for drawing another rotor vechicle while carrying
a portion of such other rotor vehicle or its load,
or both,

* % % LR B * & K

() “Trailer” means any vehicle vithout
motive nower designed or used for carrvinc
nroperty or persons wholly on its otn structure
and for being drawn by a motor vehicle, and
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includes any such vehicle when formed by or
operated as a corbination of a genitrailer
and a vehicle of the dolly type such as that
corronly knovm as a trailer Colly, * * *,
except a house trailer.

* ok LI N n Kk &

(J) “Seritrailer® means any vehicle of
the trailer tyre without motive nower so
designed or used with another and senarate
motor vehicle that in oreration a nart of its
own weight or that of its load, or loth,
rests upon and is carried hy such other
vehicle furnishinc the motive power for
nropelling itself anc the vehicle referred
to in this division, anc¢ incluces, for the
rurpose only of registration and taxzstion
under such chapters, any vehicl~ of the dolly
type, such as a trailer dolly, designed or
use® for the conversion of a senitrailer
into a trailer.

Thus, a semitrailer is a vehicle equinped vith one
or rore axles, and so constructed that the front end and a
sulstantial nart of its otm weicht and that of its load rests
upon a rotor vehicle. ‘'hereas & trailer is a vehicle con-
structed so that all of its ovm weight ané that of its load
rests unon its own vehicle.

The Ohic courts have not as yet Jdefined the term
"combination of vehicles" as used in Section 5577.05 (B) (4).
But the Ohio Supreme Court in Citv of Cleveland v, Curluter,
163 Ohio St. 269 (1955), decided that a vehlcle, which admit-
tedly was a cross between a conventional "semitrailer" ard
a conventional "four-wheel trailer", was to be classified
as a "semitrailer”, for purposes of a city ordinance not in
conflict with state law, The court rejected defendant's
argument that such vehicle was a "combination of vehicles."
The court concluded that, under ordinary circumstances, a
part of the weight of the trailer was supportrd by the tractor
when attached thereto. Also, "said vehicle rmust be attached
to a tractor in order to be operated and used for the purpose
for which it was designed, i.e. 'for carrving persons or
prorerty.'"

The defendant also contended that the ordinance could
not have contemplated this tvpe vehicle, since the type was
not in existence when the ordinance was rassed. This argument
likewise was rejectad because the ordinance included this type
by inference, since it dealt wit» a class within which the new
tyre fell. Citv of Cleveland v. Curluter, surra, at 274,
Hence, the definitions should not be read so literally and
restrictively that the purpose of the law is defeated.

The four-wheel trailer involved in your request is
attached rigidly to the rear of a senitrailer unit. It
increcases the fixed length of the trailer from 40 to 56 feet.
It is different fro— a trailer attached to a semitrailer in
the ordinary manner, because those vehicles are hinged in
the middle. 1In effect, when coupled together, this unit is
as rigid as a 56 foot long seritrailer. Thus, for the purpose
of length limitation, this unit resembles a tractor and seni=-
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trailer, and four-wheel trailer because this trailer is solidly
attached to the semitrailer, and therefore acts as an extension
of the semitrailer, rather than as a distinct vehicle. Hence,
if the definitions are to be construed liberally in order to
effectuate the purposes of the length limitations, rather than
literally and restrictively, the two trailers muct be considered
as one scmitrailer. Consequently, the vehicle in question is

a "commercial trailer and semitrailer”, with an overall length
restriction of 55 feet, under Section 5577.05 (B)(3).

Although the unit is of illegal length, the Director of
Highways may permit its use, under the €following provision of
Section 5577.05:

"# % % In special cases vehicles whose
dimensions exceed those prescribed by this
section may operate in accordance with rules
and requlations nromulgated by the director
of highwavs.

In specific answer to vour cuestion it is my orinion, and you
are so advised, that a unit consisting of a commercial tractor,
semitraller and solicly attached four-rheel trailer, is a
“commercial tractor and semitrailer combination" within the meaning
of Section 5577.95 (B) (3), Revised Code, and limited to an overall
lengti of 55 feet.





