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Investigative Activity: Interview with Trooper  

Activity Date:    October 24, 2023    

Authoring Agent:   Special Agent Cory Momchilov #64   

 

Narrative: 

On Tuesday, October 24, 2023, at 0801 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Cory Momchilov (Momchilov) interviewed Ohio State Highway Patrol 

(OSP) Trooper (Trooper  who was accompanied by his attorney, Lathan 

Lipperman (Attorney Lipperman), from the law office of Harshman, Wannemacher, Tipton & 

Lipperman. The interview took place at Ohio State Highway Patrol Southington Post located at 

3424 Parkman Road, Southington Ohio, 44470 
 

Prior to the interview, Attorney Lipperman advised that they would not consent to the interview 

if it was video recorded. Due to this, the interview was only audio recorded.  

 

Prior to the interview, Trooper read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form.  

SA Momchilov was advised that Trooper completed a typed statement. It was decided that 

Trooper would read aloud the statement and afterword, SA Momchilov would ask follow-

up questions if needed.  

Trooper s typed statement is attached to this investigative report.  

**The reader of this investigative report is encouraged to read Trooper s typed statement, 

in its entirety, before continuing on with this investigative report.  

Additional Preliminary and Demographic Information that was not covered in Trooper 

s statement. 

Badge Number: Cruiser/Vehicle Number: 

Radio Call Sign: 

Immediate Supervisor: No supervisor was on 

duty at Southington Post. Supervisory duties 

fell upon Sgt. Abbey from Post 50 (Canfield). 

Radio Channel Utilized: Warren Post 78- All 

information Trooper received came from 

Warren Post 78 and Trooper was unable 

to monitor other jurisdiction’s radio traffic.   

Mobile Data Terminal: Present; Not Used  
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In-Car Camera: Operational & Utilized-

However, camera does not record audio. 
Spotlight: Present; Not utilized 

Hours of Sleep Prior to Incident: Does not 

recall, but typical morning of sleep 

Equipment and Less-Lethal Options 

Carried on Person/Belt/Vest: On Duty belt-

magazine pouch with two magazines, Taser, 

key chain, ASP, radio, tourniquet, flashlight 

carrier, glove pouch, handcuffs and duty 

weapon 

Ballistic Vest: Prior to arriving on scene, 

Trooper stopped and put on additional 

external body armor 

Training or Areas of Specialty: None 

Other Recording Devices: No Use-of-Force Training: Routine Policy 

Review 

Injuries: None Equipment Damage: None 

Prior Shooting Incidents: Was on scene at a 

prior officer-involved shootings but did not fire 

his weapon-March 2023. 

Prior Discipline or Use-of-Force 

Complaints: No 

 

SA Momchilov began to ask Trooper follow-up questions related to the incident.  

SA Momchilov asked Trooper if he knew the condition of the shotguns (open slide, in 

battery) when he observed the individual holding them. Trooper stated, “No, I wouldn’t be 

able to see, I mean, no.” Trooper advised that one shotgun seemed to have a camouflage 

pattern on it and fluorescent sights. 

SA Momchilov asked Trooper if he immediately recognized the weapons the subject was 

carrying as shotguns. Trooper responded, “Yes.” 

SA Momchilov asked Trooper if he had any experience with shotguns. Trooper 

responded, “Yes.” SA Momchilov then asked Trooper if he could explain how a shotgun 

differs from a rifle.  

Trooper explained that a rifle shoots one projectile and a shotgun shoots multiple BBs. 

Also, dependent on the type of choke the shotgun has dictates the type of pattern the BBs, when 

fired, will have.  SA Momchilov asked Trooper if someone has to be “more precise” when 

firing one over the other (rifle vs. shotgun). Trooper advised that someone has to be more 

precise when firing a rifle because a shotgun, “is going to have a bigger pattern.” 
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SA Momchilov responded, “So, a bigger pattern, that would, I guess, make it easier for 

somebody to hit somebody?” Trooper responded, “Correct.” SA Momchilov replied, “You 

mentioned this guy was intoxicated, and I guess, in your experience, do you need fine motor 

skills to shoot a shotgun.” 

Trooper responded, “No, you can, you can, it, I mean it could not even be pointed directly 

at me and still be a factor.”  

SA Momchilov stated to Trooper that he had previously mentioned watching body-worn 

camera footage from the incident. SA Momchilov then asked Trooper of the footage was 

from Officer s body-worn camera. Trooper replied, “Yes.” 

SA Momchilov asked Trooper how he obtained that body-worn camera footage. Trooper 

stated, “My District Captain provided that to me, um, I mean he, he’s also, he wants to 

make sure everybody’s mental space is, you know, right. He wanted to make sure me going 

home and being off for a couple days, that I was able to view it again, make sure, you know, 

everything was what I thought it was.” 

SA Momchilov asked Trooper how many times he watched the footage. Trooper 

stated, “I watched it once with that, just of the shooting and then ah, I was also provided the copy 

by my attorney here and he also allowed 911 calls in there, so I listened to pretty much 

everything.” SA Momchilov asked Trooper if he was basing his statement off of his 

memory or what he observed on the body-worn camera footage. Trooper stated the 

statement is based off of his memory and that it was “very vivid.”  

SA Momchilov asked if he had spoken to anybody else about the incident. Trooper 

explained that he has had people ask him about what happened. Trooper stated, “I don’t 

really get into details just cause my attorney asked me not to really talk too much about it, but 

just basically say that, you know, it was a domestic violence situation and I was the unlucky 

person to come into contact with him.” 

SA Momchilov asked Trooper if anyone asked him to lie or otherwise try to influence his 

statement. Trooper stated, “No.” 

SA Momchilov then asked, “Did you speak with anyone at the scene afterwards, like, did you 

and Officer get together and say hey, I’m going to say this, make sure you say this, 

anything along those lines?” Trooper responded, “No, nothing like that.” 
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SA Momchilov stated, “You mentioned the subject, at one point, said ‘we’ve got a problem’ and 

you took that to be a threat.” SA Momchilov then asked, “In your experience, if someone is 

going to be compliant, would they say something along those lines.” Trooper replied, “No, 

I mean, the whole situation, like, I know I talked about how, I mean, I should, stop me if I am 

saying to much (refereeing to Attorney Lipperman) but the best way I can explain the way he 

threw the first shotgun down, it was like in a taunting manner, um I knew that he didn’t have his 

hand on the trigger but I could definitely tell you that it was a very uncomfortable feeling having 

a shotgun pointed at me. Um, and then it was like he didn’t get, he didn’t get what he wanted 

from that one, so that is when he dropped it and when he slung that shotgun off, like it was a 

deliberate action for him to grab the grip, by the trigger. I mean it’s just something he simply 

didn’t have to do,  if he was going to put it on the ground. So, I mean, it was kind of in slow 

motion and I was thinking is he going to do this and sure enough he started bringing it up. In a 

sense it kind of looked like, his arms were heavy because he was bringing it up kind of slow and 

soon as he pointed it at me, I pulled the trigger.” 

SA Momchilov asked Trooper  “Could you tell if you hit him.” Trooper replied, 

“Yeah, I know I hit him.” 

SA Momchilov asked, “You mentioned, you said,  he didn’t get what he wanted from that, 

refereeing to the first shotgun, what do you mean by that?” Trooper responded, “I think he 

was trying to get me to shoot him.” 

SA Momchilov asked Trooper if he believed his actions were consistent with his training 

and experience. Trooper replied, “Yes.” 

 

Attachments 

Trooper s Typed Statement 

Audio recording of interview 

Signed Criminal Investigation Notification Form 

 

 






















