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Investigative Activity: Interview with Sergeant Michael Haines 

Involves: Sergeant Michael Haines (S) 

Activity Date: 11/01/2024 

Activity Location: Mansfield Police Department-30 N. Diamond Street, 

Mansfield, Ohio 

Authoring Agent: SA Cory Momchilov #64 

 

Narrative: 

On Friday, November 1, 2024, at 1014 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Cory Momchilov (Momchilov) and SA Jon Lieber (Lieber) 

interviewed Sergeant Michael Haines (Sergeant Haines) who was accompanied by his 

attorneys, Robert Sauter (Attorney Sauter) and Lane Hagar (Attorney Hagar), from the 

Fraternal Order of Police. The interview took place at the Mansfield Police Department, 

located at 30 North Diamond Street, Mansfield. The interview was audio and video 

recorded  

Prior to the interview, agents were advised by Attorney Sauter that Sergeant Haines had 

prepared a typed statement, which a copy was provided to agents. It was decided that 

Sergeant Haines would read his typed statement to investigators, and afterward agents 

would ask any follow-up or clarification questions.  

Sergeant Haines typed statement is attached to this Investigative Report. The reader of 

this Investigative Report is strongly encouraged to read the typed statement in its 

entirety before reading the follow-up question section of this Investigative Report.  

Also, prior to the interview, Sergeant Haines read, understood and signed the BCI 

Criminal Investigation Notification form. 

Follow-Up Questions 

SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Haines if a specific radio channel was being used during 

the incident. Sergeant Haines stated that channel 4, also known as “Man-Tac” was  

being utilized during the incident. 

SA Momchilov asked if an MDT (mobile data terminal) was used during the incident. 

Sergeant Haines replied, “Not by us, I’m sure patrol officers had an MDT.” SA 

Momchilov responded, “Like, when they initially arrived and stuff?” Sergeant Haines 
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stated, “Absolutely, yeah, they were dispatched with MDTs on normal patrol, so I 

assume someone had an MDT at some point.” 

SA Momchilov stated, “Would it be fair to say that you responded to the scene in a 

cruiser, and you maybe didn’t go back to the cruiser again?” 

Sergeant Haines stated that they didn’t go back to the cruiser until the incident ended.  

SA Momchilov stated, “I’m assuming you’ve been on many SWAT call outs; would that 

be fair to say?” 

Sergeant Haines replied, “Yes” and that he has been on the SWAT team for 9 years.  

SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Haines if Oswalt (Michial Oswalt) was acting “different” 

compared to other SWAT call outs. Sergeant Haines replied, “Different?” SA Momchilov 

responded, “More erratic?” 

Sergeant Haines stated, “He was definitely erratic. It’s ahh, I don’t know how to put it. 

Normally, un, normally SWAT’s not in communication, you know, with somebody. This 

instance was unique since there was hostages involved and HNT (Hostage Negotiation 

Team) was already at the door so, that was a little different. Usually we’re just waiting, 

you know, but since we were essentially there to ensure that if he started killing the 

hostages, that’s the point in the QRF (Quick Reaction Force) was to respond 

immediately but also we were there to protect HNT who was communicating with him 

should he run down the stairs and try and kill them.” 

SA Momchilov stated, “You made a statement that he (Oswalt) was trying to convince 

her (Erin Brooks) to grab the kids and use them as a human shield.” Sergeant Haines 

responded, “Yes.” SA Momchilov asked, “Your experience as a law enforcement officer, 

is that? Have you seen anything like that before?” 

Sergeant Haines replied, “That’s not normal, never.” 

SA Momchilov stated, “You said he (Oswalt) was in an attack position? Sergeant Haines 

replied, “Yes.” SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Haines what he meant by attack position. 

Sergeant Haines stated, “He had the knives raised up like this (Figure 1-14:53) by his 

head, like shoulder/head height like when he was walking towards us, so, they weren’t 

down by his side, you know, they were up so as soon as he got close enough, he could 

just come straight down at us.” 
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Figure 1 

 

SA Momchilov stated, “And you said that you estimated 4 to 5 feet away from you when 

you fired? Sergeant Haines replied, “If that, yeah, he was really close.” 

SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Haines if he spoke with anyone about what occurred.  

Sergeant Haines stated he spoke with members of the SWAT Team about the incident, 

but no one has asked him to lie or otherwise try to influence his statement to 

investigators. 

SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Haines if at the time he fired, he felt that he had any 

other options. Sergeant Haines replied, “No.” 

SA Lieber stated, “You said in your statement, I heard him making text messages.” SA 

Lieber asked Sergeant Haines if he could explain how he “heard him.” 

Sergeant Haines stated, “He was talking to Siri on his phone, so we could hear 

everything he was doing. So, when he was playing those songs, he was saying, ‘Siri, 

play fuck the police by the N.O.W.’ I forget the band. Siri, text, I don’t remember who 

the family member was, and he was transcribing to the phone, through his voice, so we 

could hear everything he was saying to his phone. At one point in time, he put his 

phone on do not disturb, he was like, ‘Siri, put my phone on do not disturb’ so he 

wasn’t doing anything that sounded like, with direct input, he was talking to his phone 

the whole time. That’s how we were able to hear.” 
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SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Haines if he had any prior contact with the individual. 

Sergeant Haines stated he does not recall meeting the individual before.  

Sergeant Haines’ typed statement, the audio recording of the interview and the 

Criminal Investigation Notification form are attached to this Investigative Report.  

The video recording of Sergeant Haines’ interview was placed onto a portable hard 

drive and placed into the item section of the physical case file, labeled as Reference 

Item E.  

References: 

Reference Item E-Video recording of Sergeant Haines’ interview 

Attachments: 

1. Sergeant Haines’ Typed Statement 

2. Audio Recording of Sergeant Haines’ Interview 

3. Criminal Investigation Notification form signed by Sergeant Haines 

 

 

 

 


















