




“Sergeant Hennessy was in a cruiser parked on the west side of the cul-de-sac. She was
making announcements over the loudspeaker, repeatedly stating, ‘This is the Grove
City Police Department. Occupants of 3810 Louise Court, come out with your hands up.
You are under arrest.’

Lieutenant Holmstrom drove the command post vehicle into the cul-de-sac. K-9 Officer
Nelson and his partner, Rakka, were also on scene providing containment. I believe
Sergeant Wilhelm and Officer Hall were coordinating less-lethal options and gas
deployment. Several members of the team were positioned on the east side of a utility
truck, using it for concealment. was first in the line with the shield.

was next with the rifle providing lethal cover. was behind him,
followed by Officer Chandler; they comprised the arrest team. Officer Cole was next
with the ram, followed by Officer Coleman with the Halligan tool. Sergeant Smith and
I were at the rear of the stack providing rear security. I believe and
Pertz were also positioned to the rear for security.

I believe Officer Hall and Sergeant Wilhelm maneuvered toward the 1–2 corner of the
house to gain better window access for gas deployment. The 1-side of the house is the
front, and the numbering proceeds clockwise, with the rear being the 3-side. Because I
was positioned at the rear of the lineup, I was monitoring a window on the 4-side (east
side) of the house. Once they were ready to deploy gas, we were instructed to don our
gas masks. I put my mask on and then placed my helmet over it. Once everyone was
masked, the warning ‘Gas, gas, gas’ was announced to alert officers that the noise
would be from gas deployment and not gunfire. Gas was deployed through the upper
two windows. The intent was for the gas to drive the suspect out of the residence so he
could surrender peacefully. Sergeant Hennessy continued making announcements for
the suspect to come out with his hands up.

After several minutes with no response, the ‘Gas, gas, gas’ warning was given again
and gas was deployed into the lower two windows. A few seconds after the second
deployment, someone radioed that the suspect was fleeing through the backyard.

I ran north along the 4-side (east side) of the house. As I cleared the 3–4 corner, I
observed thick, tall brush. I ran toward the rear wire fence and saw the suspect jump
over it; he was approximately 40 yards north of my position. As I attempted to climb
the fence, my pants became snagged, requiring me to reposition my foot to clear it. I
believe I pushed my gas mask up to increase my field of vision, and my helmet fell off
on the opposite side of the fence. I continued pursuing the suspect.

I observed the suspect running north/northeast between 3075 and 3065 Barbee
Avenue. I ran northeast as well. The suspect ran toward 3667 Sheldon Place, which
had a floodlight directed downward toward the south/southwest, illuminating the 1–2
side of the residence. As the suspect ran east through the yard on the south side of 3667
Sheldon Place, I saw him stumble and fall to the ground.

There was a small SUV parked on Barbee Avenue just south of the suspect. I was
running toward that SUV as the suspect pushed himself up from the ground. Suddenly,
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he swung his right arm back and fired west toward pursuing officers, then
immediately swung his arm and fired toward me. This occurred in a split second; I
heard the round and simultaneously saw the muzzle flash. I immediately fired my rifle
at the suspect and moved to a better position with cover and concealment behind the
SUV.

I observed an officer move to the east side of 3667 Sheldon Place and saw another
officer on the ground to the west of the suspect. The suspect was still moving, twisting
up and down on the ground, and continued holding the gun. He began lifting his arm,
attempting to level the weapon toward officers to his west, and I again fired my
weapon at him. I then heard the suspect say, ‘I’m done,’ or words to that effect. I
believe someone yelled, ‘Drop the gun.’ The suspect then threw or dropped the gun, and
I heard someone yell, ‘Cease fire.’ I yelled out to check if everyone was okay. Medics
were immediately requested, as tactical EMS was already on scene for the SRT
mission.

I observed on the east side of 3667 Sheldon Place, moving erratically. At
that time, I did not know he had been shot. The suspect was turned face down, and
officers advanced toward him. His hands were secured with zip ties, and I observed
what appeared to be a gunshot wound to his thigh. I retrieved a tourniquet and
applied it to his thigh to control the bleeding. Other officers and TEMS medics initiated
additional lifesaving measures, including applying a chest seal and pressure to his
wounds. The suspect and were both transported to Grant Medical Center.

I fired a total of seven (7) rounds during this incident. I know this based on my round
count, as I had 21 rounds remaining. My rifle was slung over my shoulder. I am right-
hand dominant, with my right hand on the pistol grip and my left hand on the barrel. I
believe I utilized my red-dot sight for all shots. I aimed at the suspect’s center mass for
each round. Although it was dark, an exterior light at 3667 Sheldon Place illuminated
the suspect. All shots were fired in a northern direction, with the backdrop being the
ground and cinder blocks of the residence. I fired at a slight downward angle, as the
suspect had stumbled and fallen.

After the suspect fired at me, I believe I fired three (3) rounds while positioned on
Barbee Avenue, without cover or concealment, at a distance of approximately 25–30
yards. I then moved to a position of cover behind the SUV. At that time, I was unsure if
the suspect had been hit, as he continued moving. When I observed him raise his arm
again, I believed he was attempting to fire at officers to his west, and I fired an
additional four (4) rounds from a distance of approximately 15–20 yards. I estimate
that approximately 5–6 seconds elapsed between my first and last shots, with only a
couple of seconds between volleys. I ceased firing when the suspect stated, ‘I’m done,’
was no longer pointing the firearm at anyone, and then dropped or threw the gun a
second or two later.

At the times I fired my weapon, I do not believe I had any other reasonable alternative
to protect my life, as well as the lives of the other officers from the suspect’s deadly
actions. I believe he intended to shoot and seriously injure or kill us. I believe all my
actions were consistent with my training and experience as a law enforcement officer,
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as well as the policies of the Grove City Police Department. I believe all of my actions
were consistent with the laws of Ohio and the United States."

 provided his path of travel onto Barbee Avenue (northeast) and his location at
the time Byrdsong discharged his firearm at officers, documenting these locations on a
diagram. When  discharged his firearm, he was positioned south of Byrdsong
and fired in a northerly direction. When asked about  location, 

 stated he now believed  was positioned east of Byrdsong and was the
closest officer to him.

According to , he was not wearing his gas mask during the shooting, and his
body-worn camera had fallen off during the foot pursuit of Byrdsong.

Agent Ward concluded the audio-recorded interview with  at 1025 hours.

Attached below is the audio-recorded interview, diagram, CIN and typed signed statement.

References:References:

No references.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: statement, diagram and CIN.
Attachment # 02: audio interview
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