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Investigative Activity:Investigative Activity: Document Review

Involves:Involves: Cora Baughman (S)

Date of Activity:Date of Activity: 05/14/2022

Author:Author: SA Arvin E. Clar, #127

Narrative:Narrative:

In early June of 2022, Portage County Sheriff’s Detective Trent Springer (Trent) forwarded
copies of confidential investigative reports prepared by members of the Portage County
Sheriff’s Department (PCSD); that were involved in the officer-involved critical incident that
occurred on May 14, 2022, involving the subject, Cora Baughman (Baughman).

The following reports were received:

·Trent forwarded a copy of Portage County Sheriff’s Department Case Report
#2022-00015468, dated May 14, 2022, titled, “Neighbor Dispute,” from 8643 Werger Rd.,
Windham, OH.

·PCSD Confidential Investigative Report, authored by Wilson #106:PCSD Confidential Investigative Report, authored by Wilson #106:

Wilson reports that he arrived after the incident occurred involving Deputy and his
confrontation with the subject, Cora Baughman. Wilson also reports his actions with assisting
in the managing of the crime scene.

Wilson also reports that while on scene, he had the opportunity to briefly speak with a
neighbor, identified as Aaron Baughman. Aaron Baughman later informs Wilson that the
subject, Cora Baughman, is his grandmother.

Aaron Baughman informs Wilson that “I heard the deputy yelling, drop the gun and then I
heard shooting.”

Aaron Baughman also informs Wilson, “I am confused because my grandmother has a CCW
permit but her gun is inside so she couldn’t have had a gun.”

Wilson also reports that he received information from Deputy Burris, informing him [Wilson]
that Richard Knerem (Knerem), owner of the home located at 8643 Werger Rd., had made a
statement that he would delete the video of the subject, Cora Baughman, from his Ring

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither
the document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute,
an administrative rule, or any rule of procedure.

Page 1 of 4 Finalized by SAS David Posten on 08/25/2022



Doorbell.

Wilson then reported that he confronted Knerem about the threat of deleting his video.
Knerem informs Wilson that “I didn’t mean it.” Knerem then informs Wilson, “I’ve been a
smartass all my life.”

·Confidential Investigatory Record (dated 5/14/2022) authored by Detective M. HannaConfidential Investigatory Record (dated 5/14/2022) authored by Detective M. Hanna
(Hanna) #161:(Hanna) #161:

Hanna reports that once arriving on scene, he is instructed to transport Deputy # from
the scene back to the Portage County Sheriff’s Office.

Hanna then reports, prior to returning to the Sheriff’s Department, he observed blood stains
on Deputy s uniform. Hanna obtained photos of Deputy and his uniform at the scene.
Hanna also reports that, once arriving to the Sheriff’s Department, he obtains a buccal swab
of the blood stain that appeared on s wrist. All items were then entered as evidence by
Hanna.

·PCSD Case Report Narrative authored by Minardi #132:PCSD Case Report Narrative authored by Minardi #132:

Minardi responded to the scene and arrived on scene at 0932 hours. Minardi reports that he
assisted with administering first aid to the subject, Baughman.

Minardi does report, “Once in the garage I saw a female on the ground laying on her back.
Deputy was on his knees over her right shoulder, applying pressure to a bullet wound,
and a black in color revolver laying approximately 8 feet to the left of female.”

·PCSD Case Report Narrative dated 5/14/2022 and authored by Burris #132:PCSD Case Report Narrative dated 5/14/2022 and authored by Burris #132:

Burris responded to the incident with Sgt. Wilson. Burris then reports that once arriving on
scene, he begins to take photographs of the scene and contents. Burris also reported that he
maintained a secure perimeter around the scene, using crime scene tape.

Burris also reported that he advised the owner of the home, Richard Knerem, not to delete any
information from his phone or other recording devices.

Burris informs Richard Knerem, “I informed the P/R that the video had evidentiary value. This
is when the P/R stated that he would ‘just delete it.’ He then started to do something on his
cell phone. I believe that the P/R was potentially trying to delete the video, so I grabbed the
cell phone from his hand and requested Sgt. Wilson to come inside.”

·PCSO Confidential Report Authored by Sgt. S. Boughner (Boughner) #113:PCSO Confidential Report Authored by Sgt. S. Boughner (Boughner) #113:

Boughner responded to the incident on May 14, 2022. Boughner began to prepare a search
warrant for the scene and area of 8643 Werger Rd.

Boughner also learned that the original call stemmed from a neighbor dispute. Persons
involved were the homeowners of 8643 Werger Rd., Richard and Barbara Knerem. Also
involved was the deceased subject, Cora Baughman.
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Boughner also reported that on May 16, 2022, Detective Springer was able to retrieve video
footage from the doorbell camera, located at the Knerem home, of the actions of the deceased
subject, Cora Baughman.

Boughner prepared a summary of the activity that occurred involving the officer-involved
critical incident and Cora Baughman. Baughner also reported that Sheriff Zuchowski obtained
a written statement from Aaron Baughman, the grandson of Cora Baughman, the deceased
subject.

In the statement obtained by Sheriff Zuchowski, Aaron Baughman reported that he:

Heard, "put down the gun.”

Aaron Baughman did not see anyone else at the time.

Aaron Baughman confirmed that he heard about eight shots.

Aaron Baughman said that there has been ongoing harassment towards Aaron Baughman and
his family in the past and it has been ongoing for years.

Sgt. Boughner writes in his report the following:

5/18/20225/18/2022 Conclusion of InvestigationConclusion of Investigation

“On Saturday, May 14th, 2022 at 0913 hours, Richard Knerem Jr. reported an incident that was
occurring at his residence, 8643 Werger Rd., Windham Township. Knerem advised that his
neighbor, Cora Baughman, was attempting to get into the residential portion of the structure
on his property, and that she already made entry into the garage portion of the structure.
Prior to Law Enforcement personnel arriving on scene, Knerem advised that Baughman was
armed with a firearm, and he feared she was going to cause him and his wife, Barbara
Knerem, physical harm. Deputy A. # and Sgt. K. Whan (GPD) #903 arrived on scene at
0932 hours, shots were fired by Deputy and Baughman was struck. Lifesaving efforts
were conducted by them Law Enforcement personnel prior to the arrival of medical personnel,
and were continued by them upon arrival. Baughman ultimately succumbed to her injuries at
University Hospital Portage Medical Center, and was pronounced deceased by UHPMC Doctor
Purpura at approximately 1043 hours.”

Boughner further reported:Boughner further reported:

“In conclusion, Cora Baughman was not a welcome guest within the Knerem residence.
Baughman made entry to the Knerem residence through the garage while armed, and
brandished the weapon at Richard Knerem, causing both Richard and Barbara Knerem to fear
for their lives. Due to Baughman’s actions, it appears as if she intended to cause serious
physical harm to one, or both of the occupants at the time of the incident. At this time,
Baughman will be listed as the suspect in the Aggravated Burglary of the Knerem residence
located at 8643 Werger Rd. in Windham Township. No charges will be filed, as the sole
suspect is deceased.”
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·Also submitted was a report dated May 19, 2022, and authored by Hiram Police Officer Devin
Brown (Brown). Officer Brown reported that he arrived on scene to render assistance. Officer
Brown then reported that he assisted with performing fist aid to the subject until medical staff
could arrive.

Attached to this report are the confidential investigation reports, as well as a copy of the
“Voluntary Statement” taken by Sheriff Bruce Zuchowski, on May 14, 2022, from Aaron
Baughman.

A summary report and findings prepared by Detective Springer are attached to this report and
placed in this file for further review.

Also a copy of the incident report #22-15468 has been attached to this report.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 08_20_2022_PCSO Investigative Reports
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