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To: Jayme Hartley Fountain, Pickaway County Prosecutor 

Cc:   SAS Kevin Barbeau, Special Agent Supervisor, Ohio BCI 

From:   SA Joshua Welty, Special Agent, Ohio BCI 

Date:   March 23, 2026 

Involves: Chase Aleczander Dalton, , 

  

Case Title: Officer Involved Critical Incident - 4800 Duvall Rd., Lot 303, 

Ashville, OH 43103 (L) 

BCI Case Numbers: Force Investigation Unit (FIU): 2026-0240  

   Crime Scene Unit (CSU): 2026-0240 

BCI Laboratory: 26-12166 

    

Investigative Request 

 

On Tuesday, January 20, 2026, Captain Johnathan R. Strawser of the Pickaway County 

Sheriff’s Office requested the assistance of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Force Investigations Unit (FIU) and Crime Scene Unit (CSU) in conducting an 

independent investigation into the facts and circumstances surrounding an officer-

involved critical incident. The incident reportedly occurred on January 20, 2026 in the 

area of 4800 Duvall Road, Lot 303, Ashville, Ohio and resulted in the death of Chase 

Dalton. 

   

Preface: 

 

This report serves as a synopsis of the investigation into the January 20, 2026 officer-

involved shooting in Pickaway County, Ohio.  This report only summarizes the 

information that the investigative team determined to be the most useful in achieving 

an overall understanding of what occurred in this incident.  Every fact and detail is not 

presented in this summary report.  Therefore, it is recommended that each individual 

report from which this document is derived be read in order to obtain a complete 

understanding of this investigation.  Further, audio and/or video recordings exist for 

the majority of the interviews conducted, revealing further details of statements given 

regarding the incident. 

 

This investigation was conducted with the purpose of determining, to the extent 

possible, the facts and circumstances surrounding this incident.  As unbiased 

collectors of fact, the investigative team has not and will not render any opinion of the 

legality of officers’ actions.  Instead, it is anticipated that this investigation will provide 

the basis of information for decisions to be rendered by the appropriate authorities.    
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Investigative Team 

BCI Special Agent Joshua Welty (SA Welty) was assigned as the lead FIU case agent. SA 

Welty received assistance in the investigation from SA Chad Holcomb (SA Holcomb), SA 

Richard Ward, SA James Gore, SA Perry Roeser, SA Amanda North, SA Mathew Austin, 

and SA Kyle Douglass. BCI Crime Scene Technicians Holly Ryczek and Amy Cruey of the 

Crime Scene Unit processed the scene of the incident, documenting, preserving, and 

collecting possible evidence. The investigation was supervised by Special Agent 

Supervisor Kevin Barbeau. Additionally, various personnel from the BCI crime 

laboratory performed scientific analyses on submitted items of potential physical 

evidence. 

Summary of Process 

The following is a partial list of investigative activities or methods which were 

employed during the course of this investigation, by the investigative team, in an effort 

to thoroughly and accurately locate and document all pertinent facts and 

circumstances regarding this incident: 

- Typed statement(s) of the four (4) officers who discharged their weapons 

- Recorded interviews of two (2) officers who were involved in the incident, at the 

scene, or otherwise deemed to potentially have relevant information 

- Neighborhood canvass of the area surrounding the scene 

- Recorded interview of other subjects directly involved in the incident  

- Interviews of family members or associates of the decedent 

- Special agent attendance at post-mortem examination (autopsy) of the deceased 

- Post-mortem examination (autopsy) and toxicology reports have been reviewed  

- Obtained and reviewed open and closed-source biographical information on the 

involved subjects, to include criminal history reports, OHLEG, driving records, 

etc. 

- FBI National Crime Information Center (NCIC) checks on any non-law 

enforcement weapons involved in the incident (to determine if reported stolen) 

- Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) trace on any non-law 

enforcement weapons involved in the incident (to determine ownership history) 

- Review of all available body cameras involved in the incident 

- Processing of the scene for potential evidence (photographing, searching, 

measuring, documenting, and collecting) 

- 3D scans / model of incident area 
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- Reviewed audio communications on the radio frequencies utilized during the 

incident 

- Review of 911/phone communications related to the incident 

- Review of dispatch/CAD records pertaining to the incident 

- Issued preservation letters for phone records of the numbers believed to have 

some relevance to the incident 

- Review of the department’s reports, photographs, and investigative materials 

pertaining to the incident, excluding any Garrity statements or information 

derived from any compelled statement 

- Conducted forensic laboratory examinations to include: 

1. Firearm identification testing of involved firearms, casings, and bullets 

2. Firearm operability testing 

3. DNA (collected but not tested) 

- Obtained search warrant to analyze electronic evidence, to include: 

1. Cellular phone 

- Collected and reviewed the departmental personnel files of the officers involved 

in the shooting, to include training and disciplinary records (if any) 

- Reviewed firearm qualification and training records for involved officers 

- Verified the Ohio Peace Officer Training Commission (OPOTC) certification 

status of the officer(s) who discharged their weapons 

- Obtained the department’s policies and procedures regarding use of force for 

prosecutorial review 

- Enhancement of audio/video recordings  

- Obtained a subpoena for Verizon cell phone records 

- Reviewed cell phone records 

- Reviewed medical records of those injured, obtained through subpoena 

- Reviewed EMS records pertaining to their response and the treatment 

administered 

Incident Summary/Overview 

On January 20, 2026, Ohio BCI was requested by the Pickaway County Sheriff’s Office 

(PCSO) to investigate an officer-involved critical incident that occurred on January 20, 

2026. Agents were informed that PCSO had received 911 calls of a possible sexual 

assault (rape) in progress at 4800 Duvall Road, Lot 303. The sexual assault was 

involving Chase Dalton (Chase) and  Additional 911 calls 

were placed to PCSO indicating there were shots fired at lot 303.  

Upon officer’s arrival, they encountered Dalton outside the residence at lot 303. Dalton 

was in possession of a firearm and was given commands by responding law 
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enforcement. Eventually, 

 and  discharged their firearms, critically injuring Dalton; he was 

pronounced deceased at Grant Medical Center.  

It should be noted that BCI did not investigate the rape allegation as this was 

investigated by the local jurisdiction.  

Decedent 

Chase Aleczander Dalton  

No criminal history was discovered upon querying Chase’s personal identification 

information in law enforcement databases.  

Chase’s mother, Brandy Dalton, shared there were truancy issues while the decedent 

was still in grad school. Brandy also shared there was an occurrence when Chase stole 

an ice cream cake from a Dairy Queen when he was younger.   

Autopsy Report 

The autopsy of the decedent (Chase Aleczander Dalton) was conducted at the Franklin 

County Coroner’s Office. The post-mortem examination was led by Dr. Antoine Wrice, 

M.D. Dr. Wrice listed the cause of death for Chase as “ .” The 

manner of death was listed as “ .” Dr. Wrice notated  

in his report, including direction of travel. He further described the medical 

intervention present on Chase. A toxicology report concluded that  

 during a systematic toxicological analysis.  

Physical Evidence 

The BCI Crime Scene Unit was requested to respond to the scene of the shooting to 

document and preserve any items of potential evidence.  Multiple agents responded 

and processed the scene, to include photographing and mapping the area, as well as 

the search for, documentation, and collection of items of possible evidence.  Detailed 

crime scene reports were completed with the below information only summarizing 

some of the more significant findings. 

Item # Description Location 

5 16 cartridge casings: eight Blazer 9mm Luger 

and eight Hornady 9mm 

On ground and porch 

6 Taurus GX2 9mm semi-automatic pistol (S/N: 

AHC801854) with one Blazer 9mm Lugar 

cartridge from chamber and seated magazine 

On ground 
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containing one Blazer 9mm Lugar cartridge 

8 Projectile and fragments On porch 

9 Projectile On porch 

10 Springfield Hellcat 9mm semi-automatic pistol 

(S/N: BB421273) with empty seated magazine 

and black holster 

On porch 

11 iPhone in black case On porch 

12 Broken pieces of door lock On ground and porch 

16 Projectile On entryway floor 

17 Projectile  On floor near Christmas 

tree 

18 Projectile On floor near couch 

19 Projectile On couch 

20 Projectile In east living room wall 

 

The BCI Firearms Section performed an analysis of the officers’ firearms, as well as the 

firearm-related evidence collected from the scene, vehicles, and autopsies (casings and 

bullets).  By comparing evidentiary cartridge casings/projectiles to known standards 

from each weapon, identifications were able to be made as to which casings/projectiles 

were fired from each firearm.  Of the casings/projectiles recovered, the following 

identifications were made: 

1. Lab item #1: Glock pistol (SN: ) possessed by   

a. Lab items #2 and #24 were source identified to lab item #1 

b. Lab item #1 was found to be operable 

2. Lab item #6: Taurus pistol (SN: AHC801854) found near Chase Dalton  

a. Lab items #5, #15, and #16 were source identified to lab item #6 

b. Lab item #6 was found to be operable  

3. Lab item #9: Springfield Armory pistol (SN: BB421273) found near Chase Dalton 

a. Lab items #5 and #18 were source identified to lab item #9 

b. Lab item #9 was found to be operable 

4. Lab item #20: Glock pistol (SN: ) possessed by  

a. Lab items #2, #10, and #24 were source identified to lab item #20 

b. Lab item #20 was found to be operable 

5. Lab item #21: Glock pistol (SN: ) possessed by  

a. Lab item #11 was source identified to lab item #21 

b. Lab item #21 was found to be operable 

6. Lab item #22: Glock pistol ) possessed by  
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a. Lab items #8, #12, #17, and #24 were source identified to lab item #22 

b. Lab item #22 was found to be operable 

Witnesses 

– Lot 303 

reported she currently resides at  

explains she lives there 

 has been living with  

 as part of their living arrangement.  and  are not 

romantically involved. On the date of the incident,  

 brother, Chase Dalton (Chase), had spent the 

previous night there. . left for work at approximately 0900 hours. 

 called 911 at approximately 1451 hours. While  was on the phone 

with the 911 dispatcher, Chase was screaming at her to let him back into the house 

and was banging on the door from outside.  was still on the phone with 911 

when Chase attempted to shoot the deadbolt lock off the exterior door with a gun and 

force his way back into the house. had not seen Chase with a gun that day 

but was aware Chase kept firearms in his vehicle.  reported Chase drives a 

black Nissan sedan.  described the gun she had seen previously as being dark 

green and black.  estimated Chase fired five to six gunshots into the door. 

 recalled hearing the police arrive, shortly after which she heard a “series” of 

gunshots.  could hear the police shouting verbal commands to Chase to drop 

his gun.  then heard police officers trying to gain access to the house, after 

which she exited the bathroom and opened a back door to allow police inside. Police 

officers immediately took  out of the house.  believed that Richard 

may have been present during the shooting incident or shortly after. 

Family Member Interviews 

Destiny Eitel (Sister) & Brandy Dalton (Mother) 

In the afternoon of January 20th, Brandy shared she looked at her phone and 

discovered messages from Chase. The messages: “Laptop password is  sell 

it get some money I fucked yo and I’m gonna die I’m sorry I love u ma ur the only one I 

love in life fuck all my other family,” “I’m really sorry,” “I love u im so sorry ma pls don’t 

be sad you raised me well im just an evil piece of shit.” After receiving the messages, 

Brandy attempted to call Chase, but he never answered the phone. 
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Destiny then shared that on January 10th, while Chase was intoxicated, he stated, “he 

was leaving… he was going somewhere next week.” Brandy said Chase had told her; 

“mom, I’m going to die next week.” Due to Chase’s intoxicated state, Brandy shared 

she did not want to contact 9-1-1, in fear he would get upset she contacted law 

enforcement. 

SA Welty asked if they knew Chase possessed firearms. Destiny was not aware Chase 

had firearms. Brandy was aware Chase had a firearm but thought he got rid of it. She 

described the gun as being a handgun, not a revolver. This occurred around 

November/December 2025. Destiny and Brandy were asked if Chase would consume 

alcohol, to which Brandy indicated yes. She described Chase as being ‘drunk’ only 

three times. Brandy further shared Chase had recently experimented with shrooms and 

marijuana but had not seen Chase using them, only learning about his use through 

talking about them. 

Richard Dalton Jr. (Brother) 

Richard Jr. explained he had received some texts from  

 requesting him to come home; indicating it was an emergency. Richard Jr. 

then called and she further shared she was calling the police and that Richard 

Jr.’s brother, Chase Dalton (Chase), had just raped her. After speaking with  

Richard Jr. contacted his father, Richard Dalton Sr. (Richard Sr.), and requested that he 

go to the house. Once he had finished speaking with his father, Richard Jr. noticed 

messages from Chase. 

Richard Jr. permitted SA Holcomb permission to photograph a text message thread 

between him and Chase from the day of the OICI. Contained in the thread were 

messages from Chase stating the following: “I don’t want a funeral,” “Burn me,” “I don’t 

want remembered man burn and forget me,” “Just act like I never existed that’s all I’ve 

wanted for a while.” 

Richard Jr. shared he called Chase after receiving the messages, to which Chase 

answered the phone call. Richard Jr. explained he asked Chase what was going on but 

there was no response from Chase. Instead, Richard Jr. heard gunshots and the call 

ended. According to Richard Jr., Chase called him back and they were on the call for 

what he estimates to be 10 – 15 minutes. 

During the call, Richard Jr. explained he could hear police in the background. He heard 

the police telling Chase to put down the gun. Richard Jr. made specific reference to 

Chase saying, “I don’t know, I haven’t decided if I wanna shoot myself or if I want you 

to do it.” Richard Jr. then heard an officer reply, “we don’t want to shoot you,” which 
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was then followed by Chase saying, “that one definitely looks like he wants to shoot 

me.” 

Richard Jr. further explained he tried to talk Chase into putting down the gun, or at 

least to not point it at anyone. He shared Chase eventually stopped talking to him on 

the phone but left the line open. Richard Jr. asked how they got to this situation, to 

which he stated Chase replied, “I raped  that is how we got here.” 

Officer Interviews 

The following paragraphs are extremely abbreviated versions of each officer’s account 

of his or her actions pertaining to this incident and/or discharging their weapon.  More 

detailed accounts can be found by reading the separate reports written by the 

interviewers and by reviewing the recordings of each interview. 

  

“I continued to give verbal commands for the male to drop his gun and even begged 

him to drop his gun so we could talk when I noticed a Deputy arrive and take cover at 

the corner of the trailer. At some point the Deputy asked his name and he said he 

name was Chase. I continued to have the conversation with Chase and continued to 

asked Chase to drop the gun and to give us a chance to help fix whatever this issue 

was. Chase looked up at me and said Should I have you shoot me or should I shoot 

myself, or something to that effect. I told Chase we didn’t have to do this. Chase talked 

to at least four of us asking which would be the one to shoot him. Chase did request 

that we shoot him in the head if we did so it would be over fast. I begged Chase to just 

throw the gun down and give us a chance to help him fix this.”  

“I did hear a voice that appeared to be Fire Chief Shawn Davidson said over the radio 

that a male was running back to our location. Later I did hear a male yelling from 

behind where I was standing and then heard Sheriff Haffey behind me trying to get the 

male to move back. I looked back to make sure I wasn’t going to get attacked from 

behind and saw that Sheriff Haffey had the male.” 

“When I turned back around to Chase, I saw Chase raise his right arm and present the 

gun then shot at me. Out of fear for my life and sheriff Haffey’s life, who I knew was 

behind me, and others that were outside near me, I have no alternative but to 

immediately shoot at Chase to defend myself and others. I shot at Chase two times in 

the chest area and saw no movement so I shot one more time and that’s when I noticed 

Chase fell off the porch. I shot unit he was no longer an active threat pointing or 

shooting a gun at me, based on my training. I ran up to Chase who was laying on the 

ground and I moved the silver handgun away and stood between Chase and the gun so 
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he could not get to it, while another officer started placing Chase in handcuffs and also 

started applying first aid. Again, this was based on my training.”  

  

“The suspect on the porch raised his gun toward  which was to my right, 

and discharged at least one shot in that direction at  I then discharged my 

firearm twice towards the subject because I was in the immediate fear for my life as 

well as the live of other officers and civilians in the area, and I had no other alternative 

to protect my life or other. The suspect took away my other alternatives and took away 

my ability to physically take him down when he pointed his firearm and shot towards 

.” 

“I saw the suspect fall from the porch and down the steps, which is when I stopped 

firing because at that time, the threat of being shot and killed and the threat of having 

either or someone else being shot and killed was over.” 

  

“Around that time Sheriff M. Hafey arrived on scene and was with me at the one and 

two side of the trailer. A short time later a male while ran onto scene claiming to be 

the suspects brother and Sheriff Hafey left to stop him. I once again commanded the 

suspect to drop the gun, but he did not comply. The suspect then raised and aimed the 

handgun in the direction of where  and myself were standing and fired at 

least one shot. I was in fear for my life and the lives of everyone around me. I fired 

several shots, striking the suspect several times, continuing to shoot until the threat 

was stopped. As a law enforcement officer, I am trained to shoot until the threat is 

neutralized.”  

“I used lethal force because I do not believe that there was any less lethal force that I 

could have used that would be effective in stopping the immediate and direct threat 

that the suspect posed to myself and others by his actions in point and firing his gun 

towards myself and . My actions in firing my firearm, as described above, 

was consistent with my training and experience as a law enforcement officer.” 

“Immediately following the shooting  and myself along with other Officers 

approached the suspect. As I was approaching, I observed the black and silver 

handgun on the ground near the porch along with another handgun on the porch.”  
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“I then heard another law enforcement officer telling an individual to stay back, in the 

are of where and  were located. The unknown second male 

yelled out “that’s my brother” and the male standing on the porch looked up and in the 

area of  and . The suspect was once again ordered to drop the 

firearm and he did not comply.”  

“I observed the male standing on the porch, raise his right hand, point the handgun in 

the area of and and I heard a shot fired. I was in fear for the 

lives of  and myself along with others on scene, I discharged 

my duty weapon approximately 3-4 times at the male. The male then fell from the top 

of the porch onto the ground. As a law enforcement officer, I am trained to shoot until 

the threat is neutralized.”  

“I used lethal force because I do not believe that there was less than lethal force that I 

could have used that would have been effective in stopping the immediate and direct 

threat that the suspect posed to myself and others by his actions in pointing and firing 

a gun towards and My actions in firing my firearm as 

described above were consistent with my training and experience as a law enforcement 

officer.” 

Witness Officers 

Sheriff Matthew O. Hafey 

Upon arrival on scene, Sheriff Hafey observed a male wearing a reflective vest running 

toward the incident location. The male was later identified as Richard Dalton Jr., the 

brother of Chase Dalton. Hafey observed  positioned at the 1–4 

corner of the residence. He also observed Ashville  positioned near 

a tree, along with other officers around the perimeter. Hafey heard  

repeatedly yell, “Put the gun down.” 

While positioned behind , Hafey observed Richard Dalton Jr. approaching 

from the rear. As Hafey turned to intercept Richard Dalton Jr. and remove him from a 

potential threat area, he heard multiple gunshots. 

Richard Dalton Jr. began screaming and was restrained by others as Sheriff Hafey 

proceeded toward the scene where Chase Dalton was lying. Hafey retrieved a trauma 

kit; however, medics and South Bloomfield Police  were already 

performing life-saving measures. 
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Dispatch-Related Information 

Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) Records 

Pickaway County Sheriff’s Office – Call for Service # 

Primary Incident Code – 48: Rape 

Additional Incident Code(s) – 29: Emergency Squad Run, 52: Shooting 

Caller: 

 14:53:35: STATES 21 YOM JUST C-48 [RAPE] HER 

 14:53:40: ADV SHE WAS ABLE TO LOCK HIM OUTSIDE  

 14:57:33: ADV MALE IS NOW TRYING TO MAKE ENTRY BACK INTO THE S-43 

 14:59:04: 99 [EMERGENCY] TRAFFIC 

 15:00:32: U38 REC CALL ADV SHOTS FIRED 

 15:02:00: RECEVIED A THIRD CALL FROM LOT 304 RACHEL SINIFF, ADVISING A 

MALE IS OUTSIDE SHOOTING UP THE TRAILER 

 15:03:47: ONE AT GUN POINT 

 15:14:40: ADV SHOTS FIRED 

 15:16:41: ADV MALE SUSPECT MULTIPLE GUN SHOTS TO THE CHEST AND TORSO 

 15:16:49: ALL UNITS OSC ARE 09 

 15:18:40: CHIEF 800 REQUSTING ANOTHER MEDIC 

 15:32:53: ADV SUBJECT IS NOW IN CARDIAC ARREST 

 15:39:17: ADV LOT 128B WAS STRUCK BY A BULLETT AS WELL 

 16:15:27: PROTECTIVE SERVICES FROM DOCTORS WEST CALLED IN REGARDING 

A SEXUAL ASSAULT CASE THAT WAS BROUGHT IN WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A 

REPORT, THEY WERE ADVISED THAT U63 IS ENR 

911 Calls 

911 Call # 1 – Time of Call: 14:51:09 hours, Length of Call: 09:20 

File name: Initial911.wav 

Caller: ) 

 

  reports  brother just raped her. 

 She reports her location to be 4800 Duvall Road, Lot 303. 

 She reports Chase is outside and she has locked the deadbolt.  

  reports Chase has locked her and  daughter in the 

bathroom.  

 She reports Chase is banging on the bedroom window and screaming.  

 Dispatcher asks  if she is injured. She replies, “I have a cut on my foot 

and on my face and the inside of me really hurt.” 








