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Investigative Activity: OOCIC Video Presentation review 

Involves:  

 Officer Michael Thornton (W) 

Activity Date: 04/30/2025 

Activity Location: BCI Richfield 

Authoring Agent: SA Jonathan Lieber 

 

  
Narrative: 

On Wednesday, April 30, 2025, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special 

Agent (SA) Jon Lieber (Lieber) received disks and documents from the Ohio Organized 

Crime Investigations Commission (OOCIC). SA Lieber had previously sent video 

recordings consisting of the body-worn camera (BWC) videos from Akron Police 

Department (APD) 

 and Michael Thornton (Thornton) to OOCIC. 

Additionally, the in-car camera of Ofc. Thornton as well as video obtained from the 

doorbell camera of a residence located at 315 Ira Avenue, Akron, OH 44301 was also 

sent to OOCIC. OOCIC was requested to perform various enhancements of the 

submitted video as detailed below. 

SA Lieber reviewed the documents from OCIC. The documents were:  

1. OOCIC Evidence Submission Form   

This document was the submission sheet created to submit the video recordings to 

OOCIC. The OOCIC case number assigned was 25-00022.  

2. OOCIC Chain of Custody Report  

This document was the chain of custody for OCIC.  

3. OOCIC Curriculum Vitae  

This document was the curriculum vitae for OCIC Analyst David F. Loomis.  

4. OOCIC Forensic Video Analysis Report   

The report was authored by OOCIC Analyst David F. Loomis. The report stated that 

frame counters, audio waveforms, title slates, and timecode were added to the 
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presentation. The presentation was duplicated for the creation of original and half-

speed presentations. 

SA Lieber reviewed the data disks created by OOCIC and noted the following: 

The video presentations included the following videos: 

 

The presentation began with  BWC at 09:08:21. Video was recorded prior to 

this time by  BWC as well as Thornton’s BWC and in-car camera, However, it 

was not included in the OOCIC presentation. The video recorded prior to the start of 

the OOCIC presentation will be reviewed below first, followed by a review of the OOCIC 

presentation. 

 BWC 

The video began at 09:07:15. At 09:07:35,  began to drive his cruiser. No 

sound could be heard until 09:07:45. At this time  radioed “chase. Uh, we’re 

gonna be north on Lakeshore.” At 09:07:52, radio traffic (not from ) could be 

heard saying “Shots fired, shots fired” and “Shots fired, he just took two shots at us.” 

At 09:07:59,  began to radio the direction of travel of the subject vehicle and 

that the subject turned eastbound onto Ira. The screenshot below, taken at 09:08:03, 

shows the viewing angle from  BWC up through the time that the OOCIC video 

presentation began.  
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Thornton BWC 

The video began at 09:08:09. No sound could be heard until 09:08:15. Thornton was 

driving his cruiser through the time that the OOCIC video presentation began 

[09:09:54]. The image below shows the viewing angle of Thornton’s BWC. Screenshot 

taken at 09:09:12. 
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Thornton in-car camera 

The video began at 09:08:11. No sound could be heard until 09:08:13. At 09:09:52, 

Thornton turned onto Ira Avenue. The OCIC video presentation began at 09:09:53. The 

screenshot below was taken at 09:09:52. 

 

 

 

25-00022 Synchronized Presentation 

This presentation is 3 minutes and 56 seconds in duration. The videos are synced and 

play simultaneously.  

At 09:08:26,  exited his cruiser and yelled. “Drop the fucking gun. Get down on 

the fucking ground.” At 09:08:31  radioed, “Alright he’s got a gun in his hand. 

He’s right in front of the house.” Screenshot below was taken at 09:08:31. Note that 

Marcus Smith (Marcus) is not visible in the image. 
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A total of three gunshots were heard at the following times 09:08:35, 09:08:36, and 

09:08:38. It is believed that all three shots were fired by Marcus. The screenshot below 

shows the view from  BWC as the first shot was fired [09:08:35]. 

 

 

09:08:42,  radioed, “Alright, It’s, It’s a 21. He’s shooting, He’s gonna be taking 

off running.” It should be noted that a 21 is the radio code for “Officer needs 

immediate assistance.” 

09:08:46, another officer radioed “He just took three more shots at us. He’s on foot. 

Brown leather jacket, tan pants.” 
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At 09:09:01,  ran down Ira Avenue away from Marcus to the area where  

had his cruiser parked.  

09:09:20, yelled, “Drop the gun buddy. Drop the gun buddy.” 

09:09:25, fired his first shot. At 09:09:27, fired a second 

shot. At 09:09:29 fired a third shot. The screenshot below was taken 

from s BWC at the time fired his first shot [09:09:25]. It should be 

noted that  BWC was not activated at this time.  
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The screenshot below was taken at the time fired his third shot 

[09:09:29]. At this time Marcus could be seen in the distance. 
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The screenshot below was taken at 09:09:30 and showed Marcus beginning to fall to 

the ground.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2025-0512 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 294 Ira Avenue, Akron, 

OH 44301, Summit County 

 

 

 
This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the 

document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an 

administrative rule, or any rule of procedure. 

 

Page 10 of 28 Supervisor Approval: SAS Charles Moran #67 5/22/2025 1:31 PM 

At 09:09:36, an officer radioed that shots had been fired and that the subject was 

down. At 09:09:37,  BWC was activated. At 09:09:38, as  was 

arriving on scene, his BWC was activated. See screenshot below taken at 09:09:38. 

 

 

At 09:09:54,  got into the driver seat of  cruiser. Also at this time, 

Thornton arrived on scene. See screenshot below. 
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At 09:10:18, the officers had moved closer to Marcus.  and Thornton began to 

exit their vehicles while were on foot. Screenshot below taken 

at 09:10:18. 
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At 09:10:20,  said, “Watch, hey! Look up, look up.” Other officers yelled “Stay 

down” and “Get down.” The screenshot below was taken at 09:10:20 from  

BWC. 
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The screenshot below was taken at 09:10:22 and appeared to show Marcus raising his 

upper body off of the ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2025-0512 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 294 Ira Avenue, Akron, 

OH 44301, Summit County 

 

 

 
This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the 

document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an 

administrative rule, or any rule of procedure. 

 

Page 14 of 28 Supervisor Approval: SAS Charles Moran #67 5/22/2025 1:31 PM 

Gunshots are heard each second from 09:10:23 – 09:10:26, and at the following 

second intervals: 29, 31, 32, 35, 37, 39, 40, 42, 46. 

See screenshot below taken at 09:10:23. 
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At 09:10:27 (time counter on Ring doorbell video from 315 Ira Avenue) the video 

began to record.  
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At 09:10:28, an officer yelled, “Drop the fucking gun.” Another officer yelled. “Drop the 

gun.”  

See screenshots below were taken at 09:10:30. 
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At 09:10:34, Marcus appeared to lift his upper body off of the ground. See screenshots 

below. 
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The image below was taken at 09:10:32 (time on Ring camera). At this time the BWC 

timestamp was 09:10:34. 
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At 09:10:37, an officer yelled, “Drop the gun.” At 09:10:39, an officer yelled, “Drop the 

gun.” See screenshots below taken at 09:10:39. Marcus can be seen on  

 BWCs as well as the Ring camera [09:10:37 on the Ring camera]. 
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At 09:10:40,  pistol appeared to recoil and smoke, consistent with the pistol 

being fired, appeared to discharge from the barrel. See screenshot below. 

 

 

At 09:10:44, an officer yelled, “Hands, show us your hands” 

At 09:10:46, an officer yelled, “Put your hands up. Put your hands up.” Other officers 

yelled, “Hands up. Hands up.” At 09:10:53, an officer yelled, “Put your fucking hands 

up.” Other officers also yelled commands to Marcus. At 09:10:56, an officer yelled, 

“drop the gun.” 

The last shot appeared to be fired by  at 09:10:46. Marcus can be seen on 

 BWC as well as the Ring camera at that time. Screenshots from both cameras 

are below. 
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At 09:10:53,  yelled, “He still has the fucking gun. Still in his hand.” 

At 09:11:01, radioed, “Start EMS. He’s still moving. Still armed. Start EMS. 

Somebody with a shield.”  

At 09:11:07,  yelled, “Watch your left hand, still looks like a gun’s in his left 

hand.” At 09:11:11,  yelled, “Drop the fucking gun.” At 09:11:24,  yelled 
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for a person to back up and to get back in their home. At 09:11:32,  yelled, 

“Yeah, he just shot at us. Get back inside.” At 09:11:49, officers began to approach 

Marcus.  

 

For a detailed review of the above videos after the officers approached Marcus, please 

refer to the following reports: 

2025-04-09: Video review – Ofc. Michael Thornton 

2025-04-11: Video review – 

2025-04-11: Video review – 

2025-04-13: Video review – 

 

ADDITIONAL FACTORS FOR EVALUATING THE VIDEO RECORDINGS 

There are numerous other factors that need to be considered when reviewing and 

evaluating the videos and audio recordings of this incident. Those factors are:  

A. Video recording devices record within the video and sound capabilities available, 

and they record objectively. Video recordings lack the history, perspective, and interest 

of the people involved. The positions, angles, obstacles, lighting, and distance from 

the incident are also factors that need serious consideration.  

B. Video recording devices also record more information about a particular scene or 

incident than the person(s) involved in the incident can process during the critical 

incident. Video recording devices rarely record an event from the same perspective of 

the officer. It captures the action but not the perception, decision making, focus, or 

intent of the officer. Video recordings often miss tactile cues or other actions of a 

subject.  

C. The speed of the incident is remarkable. The speed and complexity of rapidly 

evolving situation(s) that occur during use of force encounters are difficult concepts to 

comprehend by only watching the video.  

 

The documents received from OOCIC were submitted to the electronic BCI case file and 

were attached to this report. The disks received from OOCIC were submitted to the 
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physical BCI case file as Reference item N. In addition, a copy of the OOCIC disks was 

uploaded to Axon Justice as Reference item N. The images in this report are for 

demonstrative purposes only. 

 

References: 

N – OOCIC Work Product 

Attachments: 

1. 2025-05-05 OOCIC documents 25-00022 
























