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Investigative Activity:  Interview with Officer   

Involves:    CPD: #  

Activity Date:   3/13/2024    

Activity Location:   Law Offices of Harshman, Wannemacher, Tipton, Lipperman  

Authoring Agent:   SA Matt Collins, #151   

 

Narrative: 

On Wednesday, March 13, 2024 at 1344 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Matt Collins (SA Collins) and SA Ryan Scheiderer (SA Scheiderer) 

interviewed City of Columbus-Division of Police (CPD) Sergeant  

, who was accompanied by his attorney, Nicole Wannemacher, consulted by the 

Fraternal Order of Police. The interview took place at Wannemacher’s Law Office in 

Columbus. The interview was audio recorded. 

was explained, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation 

Notification form.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and 

answers from the interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the 

reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may 

not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full 

recording be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the 

information from the interview. 

While the involved-subject Holly Graham’s (Graham) identity was not known during the 

incident, her name is used in this report for clarification purposes. Also, for 

clarification purposes, the term subject vehicle used in this report refers to the vehicle 

driven by Graham. It is more particularly described as a blue Toyota Corolla with Ohio 

registration number HCG9829. 
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Preliminary and Demographic Information:  

Name: Rank: Sergeant  

Badge Number: # Cruiser/Vehicle Number: 

Radio Call Sign: 
Immediate Supervisor: Lt. Brian 

Sweeney 

Radio Channel Utilized:   
Mobile Data Terminal: Present; Not 

Used  

Cruiser Description: Marked SUV 
Occupants of Cruiser and Seating 

Positions:  

Assignment: Normal Shift: 1400-2200 

In-Car Camera: Operational & Utilized Spotlight: Present; Not utilized 

Emergency Lights: Present & Utilized Siren: Present & Utilized 

Shift Day of Incident: 1400-2200  Duty Status: On-Duty 

Days Off: Sat/Sun 
Prior Overtime or Extra Details within 

Preceding 48 Hours: No 

Hours of Sleep Prior to Incident: Well 

Rested 
Consider Self Well Rested?: Yes 

Total Length as Officer: 12+years Length at Current Agency: 12+years 

Physical Disabilities (to include 

hearing aid): No 
Corrective Lenses:  Glasses 

Uniform Worn: Navy Pants, and shirt, 

CPD jacket with patches, exterior vest 

and ball cap 

Equipment and Less-Lethal Options 

Carried on Person/Belt/Vest: Taser 

Ballistic Vest: External Armor Body Worn Camera: Present & Used 

Other Recording Devices: N/A Partner:  

Injuries: yes; left shoulder, arm, wrist  

Training or Areas of Specialty: No  

Military Experience/Training: No 

Military; Master’s degree 

Use-of-Force Training: Annually 

Prior Shooting Incidents: yes Prior Discipline or Use-of-Force 

Complaints Sustained: No 

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs 

that might Impair Your Duties at Time 

of Incident: No 

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs 

that might Impair You Now for 

Interview:  No 

Alcohol in Past 24 Hours? No Last Consumed Alcohol Prior to 

Incident: No 
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Officer’s Firearm(s): 

Weapon #1  

Make: Smith & Wesson Model: 2.0 

Caliber/Gauge: 9 mm  

Type:  Semi-Auto Handgun Method of Carry: hip holster 

Discharged During Incident?  Yes Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary 

Rounds Remaining After Incident: 5 in 

mag, did a reload with no further 

shots fired 

Number of Rounds Fired: believed 

13 based on watching BWC* 

Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership: Department Owned 

Last Qualification Date: 2023  

  

 

*SA Collins reviewed the CSU photos (AMG_8051; ALC_6609): The gun was collected 

with 17+1, along with an additional magazine with 17 rounds; the magazine collected 

at the hospital contained five (5) rounds. With each magazine (3) capable of holding 

17; 17x3= 51, plus one (1) originally in the chamber (52 total). It was only possible 

that a total of 11 or 12 rounds could have been fired.    
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Narrative: 

stated he, as well as and Sgt. Velalis were at the CPD Precinct #1 

(not 18th), completing administrative paperwork, when he’d heard radio traffic in 

reference to a stolen vehicle being found. could not recall where that 

location was, as there were several locations provided, to due to the subject vehicle 

going in and out of multiple locations. He believed had instructed the 

officers not to pursue the vehicle. SA Collins asked why that was.  stated 

their current division policy directs them not to pursue a vehicle, when or if there are 

no other charges related to the incident (i.e. robbery, assault, etc.). After 

approximately five to ten minutes had elapsed, officers reported seeing the vehicle 

again in relatively the same area as earlier. At that time, it was reported to be at either 

the Shell or Speedway gas stations on E. Dublin-Granville Road (St. Rt 161). 

stated he believed this to be odd, since stolen vehicles typically encountered by the 

police and flee, flee the area entirely. described the driving habits of the 

subject vehicle as erratic.  SA Collins asked him to elaborate. stated, initially 

it was understood the subject vehicle was just a stolen vehicle. When officers 

attempted to stop it, the subject vehicle fled but did not flee the area.  Instead, 

stated he thought it sounded like the subject was “purposefully seeking out 

officers.”  He was asked to further explain.  said the subject vehicle was, 

again not leaving the area, traveling to locations where officers had just encountered 

the vehicle or would otherwise possibly still be there. He said the subject vehicle was 

driving in circles and nearly hitting objects. stated the vehicle was violating 

traffic laws and becoming an increased risk to the public.   

stated he and decided to respond to the area since it was only 

approximately three (3) miles from the substation they were at. drove while 

was the passenger. stated he responded with both his lights and 

siren activated. When they arrived in the area, the subject vehicle was seen preparing 

to exit the Shell gas station.  said he attempted a stopping tactic which was 

unsuccessful.  SA Collins asked him to elaborate on what he meant.  stated 

he was not performing a PIT or a swoop maneuver; but as the subject vehicle traveled 

directly in front of his patrol car, he moved his vehicle forward about a foot into a 

position that would make contact with the subject vehicle and possibly immobilize it. 

He said the subject vehicle continued crossing St. Rt. 161 in a northeastern direction 

before entering a strip mall parking lot on the northeast corner of St. Rt. 161 and 

Huntley Road. stated there was a service road which ran parallel (east/west) 

with St. Rt. 161. utilized this road, allowing to exit with the stop 

sticks, before turned north onto Huntley Road. described parking 
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his patrol vehicle on the east side of Huntley Road at or near the entrance/exit of the 

strip mall parking lots southwest corner.  

stated he exited his patrol vehicle and ran east in the parking lot, into the 

direction of where the subject vehicle was.  stated the subject vehicle was 

traveling south in the parking lot before turning east, near the Mexican restaurant. 

recalled seeing and an unknown officer (now known to be Ofc. 

Oldham) at the south entrance/exit of the strip mall. 

stated the subject vehicle began driving in reverse (north) along the strip 

mall. estimated the subject vehicle speed at approximately five to ten miles 

per hour (5-10 mph). said he drew his firearm and walked toward the 

subject vehicle. described doing so, in order to conduct either a felony stop 

or to provide lethal cover for  who was deploying stop sticks at the south 

entrance/exit. continued, explaining, while the subject vehicle was in 

reverse, he stepped in front of the vehicle and pointed his weapon. ordered 

the subject to “stop the car.” said the subject appeared as though they were 

“going to give up.” said the vehicle was initially traveling slowly in reverse 

and when it briefly stopped, he believed they were just going order her out of the car 

and go through their normal procedures of arresting someone out of a car, when it’s 

high risk.  He said the subject vehicle was approximately twenty (20) feet away from 

him, when they briefly stopped. stated Graham was looking directly at him, 

but he could not recall or make out any specific facial expressions.  stated 

the subject vehicle suddenly began to accelerate towards him and he attempted to 

move to his left, however, was unsuccessful and was struck by the subject 

vehicle. further stated he “had very little, uh, to do anything.” said 

the force of the impact, “threw” him onto the hood of the car, which was accelerating 

towards St. Rt. 161. described feeling his left side of his body sustained 

“serious injury.” He further stated, his shoulder was the most significant impact and 

was hurting, as well as his ribs and back.  described his upper body being 

on the windshield, while his legs were on the hood of the car, when he placed his 

firearm on the windshield and began firing downward into the vehicle at Graham. 

stated he fired multiple times with one hand (right). He estimated the shooting 

incident occurred within three to four (3-4) seconds. said his point of aim 

was the subject’s midsection and thigh area. He explained he did not have any 

concealment or cover while on the top of the car. He further stated, “at the time I fired 

my weapon, I was in fear for my life as well as the lives of the other officers and 

civilians in the area.” 

As the vehicle continued traveling south towards, St. Rt. 161, it hit a ditch that 

separates the service road from St. Rt. 161.  described, upon impact he was 
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thrown from the hood of the vehicle into the roadway (St. Rt. 161). believed 

he’d stopped firing his weapon as he was being thrown from the vehicle. After being 

thrown from the vehicle, realized his left arm was “not functioning properly.”  

said he got to his feet and conducted a reload of his weapon, because he 

was unsure how many rounds he had fired.  said the subject vehicle began 

moving again, Graham appearing to be uninjured, and traveled eastbound in the 

westbound lanes of St. Rt. 161 while other officers pursued. said he radioed 

for medics to respond since he knew he was at least injured.  When the medics arrived, 

he was treated and then transported to Grant Medical Center.  

As it relates to why fired his weapon, he stated, “before I fired my weapon, 

the suspect had been given multiple opportunities to leave the area... Immediately 

before discharging my firearm, I had given the suspect multiple opportunities to 

surrender and had ordered her to stop the car. Instead of complying, the suspect 

switched the stolen car from reverse into drive, accelerated the vehicle, and hit me. I 

was on the hood of the vehicle as the suspect accelerated towards 161 when 

discharged my firearm.” said he was very familiar with the area of St. Rt. 

161 and knew it was typically a high traffic area, specifically around 1600 hours.  

stated, “I knew that when the suspect hit the ditch I would very likely be thrown 

from the vehicle and I would be seriously injured or killed. I do not believe I had any 

other reasonable alternative to protect my life or the lives of the other officers and 

civilians in the area of 161 and Huntley Road at the time I fired my weapon. I did have 

a Taser on my duty belt. However, the use of the Taser would not have been 

reasonable in this incident as a Taser cannot pierce a windshield. In addition, she was 

using the stolen car as a deadly weapon and it would not have been reasonable to use 

a less lethal weapon when the suspect was utilizing deadly force.” 

received medical treatment at both Grant Medical Center and Riverside 

Hospital for  torn tendons in his wrist, torn labrum, fractured humerus (shoulder). 

was asked if he would consent to SA Collins obtaining copies of those medical 

records and he agreed.  SA Collins had previously filled out the form and provided it to 

Atty. Nicole Wannemacher in advance of the interview.  provided a signed 

copy of the medical records release.  Later, SA Collins realized had not 

provided his identifying (DOB, SSN, etc.) information on the form. SA Collins contacted 

Wannemacher and received permission or authorization to fill that information in on 

the signed form. SA Collins later spoke with on the phone, obtained that 

information and confirmed with  understood the purpose of it.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1411 hours. 
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The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 






















