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2023-0052
Officer Involved Critical Incident - 1785 Rt. 28, Lot 419, Goshen Bc\
Township, OH 45122 (L)

Investigative Activity: Interview with Witness

Involves: Thomas Dewald, Jr. (S)

Date of Activity: 01/06/2023

Activity Location: Goshen Township Fire Station 19 - 6576 OH-48, Goshen, OH
45122, Clermont County

Author: SA Steven Seitzman

Narrative:

On January 6, 2023, the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCl) was requested by the
Goshen Township Police Department in Clermont County, Ohio, to investigate the facts and
circumstances surrounding an Officer-Involved Critical Incident (OICI) that occurred at 1785
State Route 28, Lot 419 AA, Goshen Township, Ohio. During the OICI, Dewald reportedly
committed suicide while Goshen Township police officers were attempting to apprehend him
for a felony warrant.

On January 6, 2023, at approximately 1810 hours, BCl Special Agents Steven Seitzman (SA
Seitzman) and Sean Zint (SA Zint) interviewed Goshen Township Fire Department Lieutenant
Todd Estep (Lt. Estep). The purpose of the interview was to obtain information as to Lt. Estep's
involvement in the subsequent EMS run after the OICI.

Lt. Estep advised the BCI agents that he has been employed by the Goshen Township Fire
Department for approximately 10 years. He had prior part-time experience with other fire
departments. On January 6, 2023, his shift began at 0700 hours.

Lt. Estep advised that sometime between 1200 and 1300 hours, he responded to 1785
State Route 28, Lot 419 AA (Lakeshore Mobile Home Park). The dispatch was initially for a
"psychiatric emergency." The call was updated shortly thereafter with information that a male
had cut his throat with a box cutter and police officers were already on the scene.

Lt. Estep was the first medic unit to arrive. He was met by Goshen Township Police Officer
Matthew Richwine, who provided him with a briefing of the incident. He was told that Dewald
had "agonal respirations and arterial bleeding." He went inside the residence and saw Dewald
in a bedroom being tended to by Goshen Township Police Detective || I D<.
I . Dcwald was on his back near the foot of the bed. Det. IEEEEvas holding
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pressure on Dewald's neck with a t-shirt to control the bleeding. Det. | s aid, "He just
stopped breathing before you got here." Lt. Estep saw a silver box cutter on a dresser inside the
room, which was covered in blood. He assumed that was the instrument that caused Dewald's
injuries.

Lt. Estep checked for breathing and a pulse, finding neither. No shock was advised by the
AED police officers attached prior to his arrival. He said that possibly indicated Dewald's
heart was in asystole. He began chest compressions and requested a LUCAS machine from a
responding engine. The LUCAS machine was attached and began automated compressions. As
the LUCAS machine was working, medics continued with other lifesaving measures. He advised
that Dewald never regained a pulse.

Miami Township medics responded to the scene to provide mutual aid. A Miami Township
medic contacted the emergency room doctor to relay the information from the scene. Around
the eighteen-minute mark of resuscitation, there was a heart rhythm change. As a result,
Dewald was removed from the scene and placed in a Miami Township medic. Dewald was
subsequently transported to Tri-Health Bethesda North Hospital.

Lt. Estep said he was able to observe Dewald's injuries. He said Dewald had a deep cut on the
right side of the neck from behind the ear to the trachea area. On the left side of his neck, the
cut went from the ear to the trachea. He said the left side was heavily bleeding, as he went
through several thick trauma dressings. He was uncertain if Dewald cut his trachea, but he said
it was possible.

SA Seitzman asked Lt. Estep if he had been informed that an officer had used a taser on Dewald.
He stated that officers did inform him of the use of a taser. He also saw a taser barb in Dewald's
chest upon his arrival. SA Seitzman asked Lt. Estep if any of the officers informed him as to
what occurred. He said that Sergeant West told him that Dewald tried to get officers to shoot
him. An officer deployed a taser, at which point Dewald began cutting his neck with the box
cutter.

Lt. Estep said that Dewald was unconscious during the entire time he rendered medical care.
Lt. Estep provided SA Seitzman with a copy of the EMS run report. It is attached below.

The interview was concluded at 1827 hours. The audio recording is attached below.
Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2023-01-06 / Interview with Goshen Twp Fire Lt. Todd Estep
Attachment # 02: Goshen Township Fire EMS Report
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