


 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2024-3996 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 780 Taylor Road, 

Gahanna, Ohio 43230 (L) 

 

 

 
This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the 

document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an 

administrative rule, or any rule of procedure. 

 

Page 2 of 5 Supervisor Approval: SAS Kevin Barbeau 2/4/2025 1:56 PM 

Officer’s Firearm(s): 

Weapon #1  

Make: Glock Model: 17 

Caliber/Gauge: 9 mm Serial: n/a 

Type:  Semi-Auto Handgun Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed 

Discharged During Incident?  No Number of Rounds Fired: n/a 

 

Weapon #2  

Make: Smith & Wesson Model: M&P-15 

Caliber/Gauge: .223 caliber Serial: 

Type:  Rifle Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed 

Discharged During Incident?  Yes Number of Rounds Fired: 1 

 

Narrative: 

In his statement to BCI, wrote: 

“Around 9:30 a.m., I was dispatched to the SpringHill Suites hotel located at 665 Taylor 

Road in south Gahanna on a report of credit card fraud. At that time, I was at GPD 

working on a report. I responded to the hotel with gt. Millenbaugh also 

responded on the run. I arrived at the hotel and spoke with the manager: She told me 

that an individual had used someone else’s credit card and Marriot Bonvoy account to 

pay for his room. Sgt. Millenbaugh knocked on the door several more times and told 

the suspect to open the door. We waited a minute or two, but the suspect refused to 

open the door. The manager handed me a room key and gave me permission to open 

the door. I unlocked the door, and Sgt. Millenbaugh began to push it open and 

announced we were coming inside with the manager’s permission. The suspect had the 

door deadbolted, so it only opened a few inches. I could smell marijuana coming from 

the room. Sgt. Millenbaugh again instructed the suspect to open the door and told him 

we just needed to talk. The suspect responded that he needed to grab a few things first 

and put his computer away. I believed the suspect was trying to stall, and moments 

later I heard what sounded like a window open inside the room. I told the others that I 

thought he might have escaped through a window.” 

 continued in his statement, “  ran down the 

hallway towards the exit, and I stayed outside the room with Sgt. Millenbaugh. Seconds 

later,  aired “code 40, he’s got a gun— northside of the building.” I ran 
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down the hallway and exited out of the, I believe, eastern side of the hotel. I ran north 

and looked around, but initially I did not see or anyone with a 

gun. But a civilian flagged me down and pointed east saying, “He’s over there! He’s got 

a gun!” I ran east and seconds later saw the suspect in the parking lot adjacent to (and 

east of) the hotel: He was holding a pistol (what appeared to be a black semiautomatic 

handgun) in his right hand. He was a heavier set white male, possibly Hispanic, 

wearing a black shirt and light-colored pants. At that time, the suspect had the gun at 

his side, with the barrel aimed towards the ground. I was about 50-100 feet west of the 

suspect, and  was about 50 feet south of me. The suspect was walking 

north through the parking lot, towards Taylor Road.  was repeatedly 

yelling “drop the gun!” but the suspect would not drop the weapon. I took cover behind 

a backhoe and covered the suspect. I ordered him to drop his weapon, but he would not 

comply.” 

discussed the attempt to gain compliance from Alex Russell (Russell) before 

the shooting encounter and wrote, “The suspect walked approximately 10-15 yards up 

the driveway before turning back to face me and the other officers, raising the gun to 

his head. He was saying something like “it’s over.” Officers ordered him to drop his 

weapon and tried to deescalate by telling the suspect it was not too late and that we 

only wanted to talk (or words to that effect). Just as I neared the other side of Taylor 

Road, I heard yell “less lethal” and saw him deploy a bean bag round at 

the suspect (though I could not see the suspect through the brush). An instant later I 

heard several gunshots ring out in rapid succession. As I ran up the driveway, I saw 

one or two officers firing their weapons, but because I could not see the suspect, I was 

unsure if he was also shooting.” 

explained his involvement in the shooting incident, “Just as I trained my 

rifle on him, he raised his weapon toward me and the other officers. I believed he 

intended to shoot me and the others, and it was then that I fired. I believe at least one 

other officer fired at nearly the same time. I fired only 1 round. Right after I fired that 

round, several officers stepped into my line of fire. As I stepped aside to get a better 

vantage, several officers fired at the suspect, stopping a moment later. The suspect 

had fallen to the ground and was on his (I believe) left side. Sgt. Millenbaugh aired for 

medics and yelled for an officer to grab a shield. I also said to grab a medkit. The 

other officers and I approached the suspect. He did not appear to be moving.” 

 wrote in his statement regarding his decision to fire his rifle, “At the time I 

fired my weapon, I believed the suspect intended to shoot me and that he posed a 

deadly threat to my life and to the lives of the other officers on scene. In the minutes 
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before I fired, the suspect had refused to comply with our orders to come to the door 

and instead escaped from his hotel room before presenting officers with a firearm. He 

was given repeated, loud commands to drop his weapon by numerous officers, but he 

continuously refused to comply. When I cut around the shrubs a moment later, the 

suspect was standing about 20-30 yards to the east, facing and looking toward me and 

the other officers. He raised and levelled the barrel of his weapon at me and the other 

officers an instant later. I believed he intended to shoot me and the other officers. I 

feared that I and possibly one or more officers would be seriously injured or killed, and 

it was then that I fired my weapon. I did not believe I had any other reasonable 

alternative to protect my life or the other officers’ lives from the deadly threat 

presented by the suspect’s actions.” 

 clarified his recall of the incident after reviewing video evidence, “After this 

incident, I had the opportunity to review BWC footage of the event. After doing so, I 

now realize that the suspect was already on the ground by the time I came around the 

thicket of brush. However, my recollection of the suspect aiming his weapon at me and 

the other officers just before I fired remains accurate.” 

 was asked several follow-up questions regarding the incident. 

used printed maps of the incident area to explain his path of travel and positioning 

throughout the encounter with Russell. clarified unholstering his 

department-issued handgun and aiming it in Russell’s direction during the encounter 

but confirmed he never fired it during the incident. transitioned to his 

patrol rifle when he arrived at the area of 780 Taylor Road where Russell had stopped. 

believed Russell had decided to make his “final stand” in the driveway area 

at 780 Taylor Road when he stopped, turned to face Gahanna PD officers and pointed 

his gun at himself. said he was concerned about how quickly Russell might 

be able to go from pointing the gun at his own head to pointing the gun at Gahanna 

PD officers.  explained he was attempting to get a better position and clear 

line of sight when the initial gunshots occurred. believed Russell had 

pointed his gun at Gahanna PD officers both while he was standing and again after he 

had gone to the ground. confirmed he fired his rifle at Russell after he had 

gone to the ground and pointed his gun towards  and other Gahanna PD 

officers.  explained the details documented in his written statement about 

Russell having an arrest warrant out of Oregon was information he had received after 

the incident, and was not information known to before or during the time 

of his encounter with Russell. 

The interview concluded at approximately 1145 hours. 
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The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 
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Attachments: 

1. 2025-01-17  Interview Audio 

2.  - Signed Statement+CIN+Maps 
























