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Investigative Activity: Mercy Health Police Department (MHPD) Involved Officer 

Interview 

Involves:  (S) 

Activity Date: 06/26/2026 

Activity Location: 2409 Cherry St., Toledo, OH 43608 

Authoring Agent: SA Douglas A. Burke #162 

   
 

Narrative: 

On Friday, June 26, 2026, at approximately 1018 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal 

Investigation (BCI) Special Agent (SA) Douglas Burke (SA Burke) and SA John Tingley (SA 

Tingley) interviewed Mercy Health Police Department (MHPD) Officer, 

 who was accompanied by his attorney, Michael Herring and 

Brandon Santos, from McGuire/Woods Law Firm from Richmond, VA. Director of 

Protective Services (DPS) over operations for Bons Secours Mercy Health, Everett Wherly 

(Everett), was also present during the interview of . The interview took 

place on the 4
th

 Floor of a Conference Room, at 2409 Cherry St., Toledo, OH, 43608, 

Mercy Health-St. Vincent’s Hospital. The interview was audio recorded and was 

requested by  legal representation not to be video recorded. 

SA Burke read  the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form. When SA 

Burke concluded the reading of this form to  signed and 

dated the BCI Criminal Notification Form without incident in the presence of Atty.’s 

Michael Herring and Brandon Santos. SA Burke then signed the BCI Notification Form as 

a witness. The BCI Criminal Notification Form is attached to this report.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and 

answers from the interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the 

reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and 

may not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full 

recording be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the 

information from the interview. 
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Santos, from McGuire/Woods Law Firm from Richmond, VA. Director of Protective 

Services (DPS) over operations for Bons Secours Mercy Health, Everett Wherly, 

continued to be present during the interview with . The interview 

continued to take in a 4
th

 Floor Conference Room at 2409 Cherry St., Toledo, OH, 

43608, Mercy Health-St. Vincents Hospital. The interview continued to be audio 

recorded. 

SA Burke explained to , at this time that SA Burke wanted  to 

explain the circumstances leading up to the OICI as  had viewed the 

situation.  

 explained he had been inside of his office within Mercy Health-St. Charles 

Hospital which is located near the Emergency Room (ER) Department. Mercy Health 

Central Dispatch (MHCD) which is located at Mercy Health-St. Vincent’s Hospital, 2409 

Cherry St., Toledo, OH notified Mercy Health-St. Charles Hospital Campus Police 

Officers about a disturbance in the parking lot just outside of the ER Entrance.  

 left his office on foot and while he was enroute to the location he had been 

further advised by MHCD, 

“Someone trying to shove someone else into a vehicle” (1:07). 

 further explained he had obtained a vehicle description from MHCD of the 

involved-subjects being in a maroon vehicle and upon exiting the ER entrance doors 

and entering the parking lot,  observed the maroon vehicle where the 

involved-subjects were located. Upon entering the parking lot and observing the 

suspected vehicle,  noticed suspected involved subjects at the described 

vehicle.  advised MHCD that he was on scene and activated his Body Worn 

Camera (BWC) at that time. 

After activating his BWC,  stated, 

“To try to deescalate the situation and get the attention of the possible suspect on 

me. I could visually see, uh, two people um, believed to be in some sort of 

altercation. I couldn’t make out if it was physical, but it was definitely verbal. I 

yelled out to the suspect” (2:05).  

 noted that Samantha had been sitting in the driver’s seat of the of the 

maroon vehicle with the driver’s side door open and Christian had been standing 

outside of the opened driver’s side door in front of the Samantha.  stated 

again, 
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the ER to be treated for gunshot wounds. Shortly thereafter, Christian had succumbed 

in the ER of Mercy Health-St. Charles from the gunshot wounds  

SA Burke asked  if he had any sort of optics on  service 

weapon.  stated he did not have any sort of optics on his service weapon, 

adding that his point-of-aim would have been through his mounted iron sites of his 

service weapon. The only added piece of equipment would have been a Stream Light 

Tactical Light. SA Burke asked  what his point of aim was at the time of the 

OICI.  stated his point-of-aim had been center mass of Christian.  

SA Burke asked  what he believed to be the distance between himself and 

Christian at the time of the OICI.  replied,  

“Maybe ten (10) feet” (7:34). 

SA Burke asked  if he could recall what Christian had specifically been 

saying to about “shooting” Christian or Christian having a weapon on 

Christian’s person.  said, 

“Vaguely, I can’t recall anything specific, but I know he (Christian) was yelling at 

me” (8:02). 

Furthermore, SA Burke asked  if he feared for the safety of  

life and the safety of others at the hospital as  had been walking 

backwards, away from Christian, as Christian continued walking in an aggressive 

manner towards  closing the distance between  and Christian. 

 replied,  

“Yes” (8:35). That’s the only reason I ) pulled the trigger because I 

thought he (Christian) was going to stab me” (8:37). 

SA Burke asked  what weapon  believed Christian had in 

Christian’s hand.  stated, 

“A knife” (8:51). 

SA Burke asked  if had ordered Christian to “drop the knife.” 

 replied, 

“Yes, sir” (9:06).  

Furthermore, SA Burke asked if he could recall which hand Christian had 

the suspected weapon in and  said, 

“Believe it was his (Christian’s) right hand” (9:17). 
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SA Burke asked  if  actions, which were carried out during 

the OICI, were consistent with  training due to Christian not complying 

to  commands and having a suspected weapon in Christian’s hands.  

 said, 

“Yes, I do” (9:45). 

SA Burke asked  if he had experienced any tunnel vision or distortion 

during the OICI.  replied,  

“Yeah. When he was coming at me, the only thing I could really see was him, that’s 

the only thing I was focused on was him. And then, um, it felt right after I 

discharged my weapon, uh, waiting for medical staff and additional units to 

respond, it felt like an eternity” (11:18). 

SA Burke asked  if he reacted within the guidelines of MHPD’s Use of Force 

Policy.  said, 

“Yes, I did” (11:59). 

Attorney Michael Herring wanted it documented through that  

 had believed Christian also made a comment to stating,  

“I ) believe he (Christian) said something to the effect of rent-a-cop 

motherfucker” (12:49). 

SA Tingley asked  how far did  feel the distance had been 

between himself and Christian, upon making initial verbal contact with Christian.  

 replied, 

“Two (2) to three (3) car lengths” (13:12).  

SA Tingley stated that was a good distance initially between  and 

Christian. stated,  

“Yes, sir. I tried to give him (Christian) as much opportunity to comply with my 

) commands” (13:15). 

SA Burke followed up with  as  continued to walk backwards, 

Christian continued to not comply with commands to drop the suspected knife and did 

not comply with the commands to stop walking towards  

stated,  

“That was correct” (13:41). 
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SA Burke asked  if he had completed and filled out the Marsy’s Law Packet, 

which had been provided to him by SA Burke  stated he had filled out the 

Marsy’s Law Packet.  then provided SA Burke with the Marsy’s Law 

document indicating he was invoking his privilege to Marsy’s Law. 

 acknowledged that his BWC had been activated during the OICI. 

 had no other relevant information and the interview concluded at 

approximately 1057 hours. 

The images in this report were for demonstration purposes only. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is attached to this report. 

Please see attached for further details. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was placed into Axon 

Justice/Evidence.com as part of Reference Item D-Involved Officer Interview. 

 

References: 

 Reference Item D-Involved Officer Interview 

Attachments: 

1. -BCI Criminal Notification 


