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On August 30, 2024, the Licking County Sheriff's Office (LCSO) requested the Ohio Bureau of
Criminal Investigation (BCI) investigate an Officer-Involved Critical Incident (OICI) at 4206
Northridge Road, Alexandria, Ohio, involving officers with the LCSO, the Johnstown Police
Department (JPD), and Doug Plott (Plott). Plott was ultimately shot by responding officers and
succumbed to his injuries.

There were three initial responding officers. 
and JPD were identified as officers discharging their
firearms during the incident with LCSO Deputy Nicholas Dewitt (Deputy Dewitt) being witness
to the incident.

On September 9, 2024, accompanied by Attorney Bob Sauter, met with BCI
Special Agents Craig Call (SA Call) and Aja Chung (SA Chung) in order to provide BCI with a
statement of her involvement in the above incident.

Prior to the interview beginning, SA Call provided with BCI's Criminal
Investigation Notification (CIN) form and asked her to review the form and ask any clarification
questions she may have. acknowledged she understood the purpose of the
CIN and signed the CIN at approximately 1050 hours.

Prior to the date of the interview, prepared a written witness statement
detailing her involvement in the above incident. The written statement is approximately five
(5) and one half (1/2) pages in length, which signed and provided to SA Call
for the case file. The first two pages of the statement contains employment background,
training history, and other foundational information about while the
remaining information is related to the above incident. Quotes from the statement will used
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during this report, however the statement in its entirety has been attached for further
reference.

agreed to answer any follow up questions with Attorney Sauter present. The
audio interview began at approximately 1101 hours.

In reference to the shooting and events immediately surrounding, wrote theIn reference to the shooting and events immediately surrounding, wrote the
following:following:

" and I entered the mudroom together. From inside the mudroom, 
advised that he observed Mr. Plott actively starting a fire inside the residence.

stated that he was going to kick open the door into the living room /
kitchen area of the home so we could make entry. At this point, I realized Deputy DeWitt was
in the mudroom with us. then kicked the door open. When the door swung
open, I observed Mr. Plott standing near the doorway, holding two (2) large kitchen knives.

I gave loud repetitive verbal commands for Mr. Plott to drop the knives. He yelled something
like, “kill me,” before turning and running back into the residence. I held my fire, as did the
other officers.

A moment later, I heard Ms. Bell scream from inside the residence. It was at this point that I
realized Mr. Plott was with Ms. Bell. I immediately ran west into the residence after Mr. Plott.

I ran toward the sound of Mr. Plott and Ms. Bell yelling. I approached two (2) open doors and
one (1) closed door. At this point, I did not know which room Mr. Plott and Ms. Bell were in.

Ms. Bell screamed again, and I determined that they were in the room with the closed door. I
immediately kicked the door open.

When the door flew open, I observed Mr. Plott, holding Ms. Bell from behind. He had a knife in
each hand. I yelled more than once for him to drop the knives. Mr. Plott did not comply. I then
fired one (1) shot into Mr. Plott’s head. Another officer, who I now know was 

 appeared beside me. I heard him fire a shot at Mr. Plott.

Mr. Plott fell to the floor, taking Ms. Bell with him as he fell. I believed that my shot had hit Mr.
Plott.

I marked Dispatch while in the office / bedroom and advised that shots had been fired and
that Mr. Plott was down. I approached, holstered my weapon and grabbed the knives out of
Mr. Plott’s hands.

I threw the knives on the floor away from Mr. Plott and began to help Ms. Bell up off the floor.
Once I finally had her off the floor, I quickly escorted her out of the residence."

In reference to firing her firearm during the incident, wrote the following:In reference to firing her firearm during the incident, wrote the following:

"I used lethal force in this incident by discharging my firearm because I do not believe that
there was any less lethal force that I could have used that would have been as effective in
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stopping the immediate and direct threat that Mr. Plott posed to Ms. Bell, myself and 
 by Mr. Plott holding Ms. Bell from behind with two (2) knives pointed at her.

My action in firing my firearm, as described above, was consistent with my training and
experience as a law enforcement officer."

Follow up/Clarification:Follow up/Clarification:

was working in her capacity as a when she
observed the call for service on the computer in her assigned cruiser.
explained she was not dispatched to the call, however after observing the nature of the call
and her proximity she chose to respond and assist. explained she is a 
however she has assisted the uniformed patrol division previously and offered examples of
doing so. estimated her response time to the incident as approximately five
(5) minutes.

SA Call asked to explain her knowledge of response due
to it being outside his jurisdiction. said she was under the impression

was responding to the scene under an approved mutual request from the
shift sergeant, due to Deputy DeWitt being the only LCSO officer in close proximity at the time
of the dispatch.

SA Call asked to explain their initial efforts to contact Diane Bell (Bell) and
assess the residence. was under the impression that Bell had informed
dispatch she was currently in a room with a window mounted air conditioning unit which was
preventing her from escaping. explained this caused a lot of confusion due
to there being multiple air conditioning units mounted in rooms around the house.

explained she primarily stayed on the east side of the house during this time and
could not hear anything coming from inside. At this time, believed she
observed Plott look out one of the windows at her and 

SA Call asked to explain why the decision was made to ultimately make
entry into the residence. explained they believed Bell to be inside the
residence based off of information continuing to be provided to dispatch. Further, 

said Deputy DeWitt announced he could hear the fire alarms inside the house going
off and could smell smoke. said they initially decided to enter the mud
room, a covered area immediately outside the interior of the house, upon which 

announced he could see the male actively starting a fire inside.
indicated they proceeded to make entry based off of the above mentioned information
combined with the information from the original dispatch.

SA Call asked what observations she made once breached
the door. answered the question, however the answer essentially mirrored
the description on page four (4) of her written statement.

SA Call asked to revisit the shooting and events immediately surrounding.
indicated Plott, still armed with the knife, essentially had Bell as a hostage

and believed Plott was in the process of attacking Bell with the knife. did
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not recall specifically using her sights, but remembered thinking to herself the shot needed to
be well placed based on Plott's positioning relative to Bell. explained she
believed her round struck Plott in the head based off of visual observations.
heard a second shot fired and observed it impact Plott's head as well.
believed it was Deputy DeWitt who fired at the time based off of previous positioning entering
the house, however she now knows it was who fired.
confirmed she believed a knife is a weapon capable of inflicting serious physical harm or
death. confirmed she was in a position where she had to shoot Plott to
prevent serious physical harm or death being inflicted upon Bell.

SA Call asked if at any time during her contact with Plott did he appear to be
surrendering himself or complying with her or other officers' commands.
shook her head and answered no.

explained she has viewed body worn camera footage of the incident and
now knows three total shots were fired, where she originally believed two were fired.

confirmed she only fired one shot. stated she still does not recall
hearing two additional shots fired and only became aware of the fact from viewing the
footage. indicated the number of shots fired to be the only material change
from her recollection of the events after watching the footage.

confirmed she was not coerced into providing SA Call with a statement
about the above incident. confirmed she was not coerced into obstructing
BCI's investigation of the incident. confirmed all information she provided
to SA Call was true and accurate to the best of her recollection.

did not have any additional information to add.

The interview concluded at approximately 1130 hours.

References:References:

No references.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: CIN
Attachment # 02: Signed Statement
Attachment # 03: LCSO Interview

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither
the document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute,
an administrative rule, or any rule of procedure.

Page 4 of 4
Approved By SA James A. Mulford on

09/24/2024






















