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Involves: I )

Activity Date: 10/24/2025

Activity Location: 4444 Broadway, Grove City, OH 43123
Authoring Agent: SA James H Gore

Narrative:

On Friday, October 24, 2025, at approximately 1205 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal
Investigation (BCIl) Special Agents James Gore and Richard Ward (SA Gore and SA Ward)
interviewed || - (h< Crove City Police Annex, 4444
Broadway, Grove City. Also present was Attorney Nicole Wannemacher as ||| [ [ [ Gz
legal counsel from the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). |l was one of several
officers involved in a critical incident which took place on the evening of October 8,
2025.

This report is a summary of what the author deemed to be the most relevant
information, and it does not purport to contain all questions and answers from the
interview. It is suggested that the recording and/or statement be reviewed to clarify
any content or contextual questions regarding the information from the interview.

Before beginning the interview, SA Gore read and presented a BCl "Criminal

Investigation Notification" form to || The form advised | of his

rights, and it also advised him that the investigation was not administrative in nature.
I 2 cknowledged his rights, and he signed the form.

Attorney Wannemacher provided a printed statement from ||| I which was a
detailed summary of ||} involvement in the incident. || was asked
to read his statement aloud to refresh his memory. After reading, || I sioned
his statement and agreed to answer follow-up questions.

I - </ained that he began his employment with Grove City in |||
Bl He said he previously served as an [ ;-
his normal shift is | On the date

of the incident, ||l < xp'ained that he worked an overtime shift prior to his
normal shift from ||| B 2c viscd that his badge number is

Il he was driving cruiser fand he was wearing his normal patrol uniform, armed
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with his department-issued Glock handgun. ||l said he also had a department-
issued Daniel Defense rifle, but he did not discharge it during the incident.

I dvised that when he responded to the initial call at 3810 Louise Court, he
took up positions overlooking the back of the residence from between houses on
Barbee Avenue, and he settled between 3085 and 3095 Barbee. He explained that it
was a burglary in progress call involving a man with a gun. The call evolved into a
barricaded suspect situation. said he directed ||} to g0 around
to the front of the house. ||l added that he was joined at his position on
Barbee by Ofc. Pertz.

T
— ¥

BarbeelAve S

r
3
&

@
e
=
i
Y g
= 8
()

Figure 1: Reference map
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I < </ained that he positioned his police vehicle between 3085 and 3095
Barbee at approximately 1945 hours so that he could use its spotlight to illuminate the
back of 3810 Louise Court, as it had gotten dark by that time. He reported that at
approximately 2035 hours, the Grove City Police Strategic Response Team (SRT) began
to deploy gas into the house. He said a few minutes later, he saw the suspect run from
the back of the house toward Barbee Avenue. |l said he velled at the suspect
to stop, and that he was under arrest, but he lost sight of him as the suspect ran
between houses.

I . ote in his statement:

| then saw the suspect run back across Barbee Avenue to the east of my
location. | again told him to stop as | ran after him. | saw an Officer, who | now
know was | come towards my location from the south. The suspect
looked to be breathing heavily, which | assumed was from the gas. He ran into
the side (south) yard of 3667 Sheldon Place, which was on the northwest corner
of Barbee Avenue and Sheldon Place.

The suspect either fell or laid down on the side lawn. At that point, | believed he
was giving up and going to comply with orders. He was laying close to the cider
block foundation of the basement. There was an air condition unit directly to the
west of him. | saw an Officer, who | now know is ||| [} RN come up on my
right side, slightly in front of me to the northeast. As we approached the
subject, | still believed he was giving up based on his posture. | believe his head
was pointed east and his feet to the west. Suddenly, the suspect rolled towards
us and saw what | believe to be a muzzle flash coming from the ground and
heard a gunshot. A muzzle flash from the suspect indicated to me that he had
shot a gun. | saw ||} ho was still to my right slightly in front of me,
flinch. | began to fire at the suspect as | crossed the yard to the west seeking
cover. | 1m10ved to the east side of the house. | know | saw at least
two (2) muzzle flashes from the suspect’s location, but there could have likely
been more. | never saw the suspect’s weapon.

B s:id he believed that [l flinched as he was struck by the suspect’s
gunfire. He stated that he fired eighteen (18) times at the suspect’s center mass as the

suspect was on the ground. ||l believed he was approximately five to ten feet
from the suspect, and he was wearing his gas mask while he fired his weapon. i}
I concluded that there was no other reasonable alternative to protect himself or
I (rom death or imminent bodily harm.
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SA Gore showed | 2 series of screenshots from his body-worn camera (BWC)
to provide context and to aid his recall of the incident. The first image was merely a
daytime view of the back of 3810 Louise Court, from ||| | I position between
3085 and 3095 Barbee Avenue.
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Figure 2: Screenshot from | B¢ footage, daytime view

The second image was the back of 3810 Louise Court illuminated by ||| GzG
patrol car spotlight.
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Figure 3: Screenshot from || B\VC nighttime view

The third image was from when ||l ve!led at the suspect to stop when he saw
him in the back yard. Though not discernible in the video or image, || | | GTGEGIzN
confirmed that the suspect ran from right to left, in a northeastward direction.

2025-10-@8 20:37:24 -0400 JI|
AXON BODY 4 D@1AD5B82K ‘

Figure 4: Screenshot from |8\ C footage, 20:37:24 timestamp
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The fourth image was of the suspect running north across Barbee Avenue.

Figure 5: Screenshot from |l 8V C footage, suspect running across road

The sixth image was from when ||l approached the suspect on the south side
of 3667 Sheldon Place. He confirmed that the person holding the flashlight on the right
side of the image would have been || N

2025-10-28 2@0:38:34 -2400
AXON BODY 4 D@1AD5B2K 1

Figure 6: Screenshot from |8\ C footage, 20:38:34 timestamp
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An assortment of area maps was also provided to ||l to assist in his recall of
the events. ||l traced his approximate route of travel on one of the maps,
from the time when he saw the suspect to the moment he engaged him in gunfire.

Figure 7: | ovte of travel

An audio copy of | interview is available for review as an attachment to this
report. Copies of ||l Criminal Investigation Notification, printed statement,
and map are also available for review as attachments.

References:

No references.
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Attachments:

1.

2025-10-24 I 2 udio Interview SA Gore, SA Ward

2. I C/\, Statement, Diagram Map
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