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Investigative Activity: Involved Officer Interview –  

Involves: (S) 

Activity Date: 04/21/2026 

Activity Location: Harrison County Sheriff’s Office – 978 East Market Street, 

Cadiz, OH 43907 

Authoring Agent: SA Joseph Lamping #184 

   
 

Narrative: 

On Tuesday, April 21, 2026, at 11:53 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) John Tingley (SA Tingley) and SA Joe Lamping (SA Lamping) 

interviewed Cadiz Police Department (CPD)  

who was accompanied by his attorney, Kimberly Corral. The interview was audio 

recorded. 

 was provided with the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification Form. 

Upon reviewing the form, he signed it and agreed to participate in the interview.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and 

answers from the interview. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the 

reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may 

not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions. It is suggested that the full 

recording be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the 

information from the interview. 

The preliminary demographic information typically obtained during involved officer 

interviews was not obtained during the interview with . Attorney 

Kimberly Corral advised that her client would only answer questions regarding the 

incident and events of March 30, 2026.  

SA Lamping asked  if he had reviewed his body worn camera footage 

from the incident.  reported that he had reviewed it, and that it was 

mostly in line with his recollection of the incident. He advised that the only major 

difference from his memory and the footage which was related to his canine partner’s 

actions in the final moments of the encounter.   
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SA Lamping asked  to detail his actions on March 30, 2026, beginning 

with his initial involvement in the incident: 

 recalled being off duty and on his way home when he passed the 

initial traffic stop that was conducted. As  continued down US 250, 

somewhere near Tappan Lake, he recalled seeing the vehicle that had been pulled over 

drive past him in a reckless manner. When  made it to his driveway, he 

received a phone call from Cadiz Police Department Officer Sweeney. Officer Sweeney 

informed  that there was an active shooter on US 22 near Hopedale. 

 called Harrison County Dispatch and asked if he and K9  were 

needed on scene. He was informed that they would be needed.  

 got dressed in his normal uniform and responded to the scene in a 

marked Cadiz Police Department vehicle. When  arrived at the US 22 

scene, he noted that the vehicle that had passed him earlier while driving erratically 

was involved in the incident. He identified the vehicle as a blue Dodge SUV with a 

sticker in the rear window.  

When he initially arrived on scene,  was assigned to hold the perimeter. 

He was also notified at that time that the involved subject, later identified as Michael 

Decker (Decker), had shot at an Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) Trooper and fled into 

the woods. OSHP deployed their Special Response Team (SRT) as well as a variety of 

aerial assets to assist in searching for Decker.  also recalled some 

confusion regarding the firearm Decker was allegedly armed with. Initially it was 

thought that Decker was armed with a revolver as no shell casings were located at the 

US 250 scene. However, officers located shell casings from a 9mm pistol on US 22. No 

firearm had been recovered, and it was thought that Decker may have had access to 

two firearms.  

When OSHP SRT arrived, a plan was formulated. They determined that they would 

conduct a line search of the woods.  and K9 were attached to 

the SRT search team.  recalled the following about the initial search: 

Um, at that time, you know, we're don't, this guy's been there for 

several hours. We can't find him on the camera. We're, you know, we 

know he is armed. We don't know if he's in there to ambush us or, you 

know, at at what point there. So, we're, you know, pretty nerve 

wracking as showing up over the hills and stuff and not knowing where 

he might possibly be. (06:57) 
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While  was in the woods with OSHP SRT, a caller contacted law 

enforcement. They reported that Decker may have stolen a vehicle on Mine Road, and 

that he may have fired several gunshots from a long gun. This was ultimately 

determined to be unrelated. During the erroneous search, a person, who claimed to be 

Decker’s brother, was located at a gas station near the search area.  

recalled the following information being broadcast over the radio by officer that spoke 

with Decker’s brother: 

Um, there was radio communication that they actually located a male 

claiming to be his brother, and that he had been on the phone with 

him throughout the pursuit, and that he had basically told him that he 

wasn't coming out or, or, you know, and that the brother had made a 

statement that, you know, he was probably armed with a semi-

automatic, um, same thing that we carry, uh, uh, P320, SIG P320, um, 

and that he basically told him his last goodbyes and then his phone's, 

you know, been off, which was consistent with our attempts to ping his 

phone and find his location. (08:07) 

As time went on, another incident involving Decker occurred. It was related to  

 that Decker had pointed a firearm at a citizen near a cabin, had stolen a green 

jacket and sweatpants, and had shaved his facial hair. Following the new intelligence, 

the OSHP helicopter located Decker in the woods near the cabin.  

 made his way out of the initial search area and was transported closer 

to the area Decker had been located by a Harrison County Deputy.  met 

with other law enforcement officers near a HUMVEE. There was a laptop live streaming 

the helicopter video feed.  recalled the following: 

And they were just radioing that he was still armed. Uh, he was 

circling around this tree. Um, I would say we were probably there an 

hour maybe, maybe more, maybe, you know, somewhere around there. 

Um, he wasn't dropping the firearm, that he wasn't listening. They 

were giving commands from the helicopter to, you know, give up and 

come out. (10:46) 

It was ultimately decided that , K9 , and a group of OSHP SRT 

members would push into the woods in an attempt to apprehend Decker.  

 believed he may have been the only non-OSHP SRT member involved in the 

search.  
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 recalled that he was the only officer not in full tactical equipment, and 

that he had the added responsibility of K9 . He recalled the following about their 

push into the woods: 

We, we don't have a pinpoint, this is the tree. Just, you know, you're 

going into the woods. So, I'm, you know, at this point I'm constantly 

staring around like, where's this guy at? You know, he is already shot 

at two cops, is he gonna start shooting outta nowhere, um, move 

through the woods and it's super thick and briery and, you know, I was 

all cut up and, uh, leash tangling around the stuff. (12:21) 

 stated that his attention was divided between searching for Decker, 

and making sure K9  stayed on task. He also noted that the only true cover he 

had was a small shied which he would not fit behind due to his large stature.  

 recalled having the following thoughts during the search: 

So, um, as we get closer, still don't know exactly where this guy is, you 

know, the anxiety of like, hey, I know we're getting closer. I know he is 

got a pistol, so I know that we're in in range, that if he just starts 

shooting at any point, he could just get lucky and, and, and still hit me 

or hit one of the other guys. And, you know, um, so scared that, you 

know, that's gonna happen. Trying to focus on the dog and, and keep 

eyes out at the same time. (13:17) 

 stated that as they approached the tree Decker was behind, he felt 

that there was a possibility that Decker may have been attempting to set up an 

ambush: 

… hey, that's probably, you know, he didn't wanna leave a tree for, for 

whatever reason, whether it's a, to me, I, in my head, I'm thinking it's a 

great ambush point. He is got cover. Like, he doesn't wanna leave that 

tree for some reason. Whe whether, you know, I know he is in this 

cabin. I don't know if he got another gun. I don't know if he, you know, 

it’s Harrison County, everybody hunts. And so I don't know what, what 

the case is. (14:03) 

 stated that the woods were dark, he was attempting to keep 

the dogs quiet, and he did not have the night vision goggles that OSHP SRT 

had. The OSHP SRT commander asked  if he could send his 

dog, and  advised that there was too much stimulation to do 
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so. Shortly after  observed movement behind a nearby tree. 

 recalled moving to his right to get out of a thicket so that 

 would have a clear path towards Decker. When  moved 

to a better deployment spot for K9 , it took him away from any cover, 

including the ballistic shield. The OSHP SRT team to  left 

advised that they would be deploying a less lethal munition, and  

 acknowledged the action by echoing the less lethal command.  

 expressed the concerns he had for his safety at that time: 

Um, at that point, I'm standing in the middle of, I had no cover. I 

honestly, tactically it was a bad, bad spot, but, um, so I'm scared that, 

hey, at any point he can just reach around that tree and, and shoot me 

right now or shoot one of them. And, and I got no way to, you know, 

I'm trying to, I'm in no man's land, so I was scared that, you know, I'm, 

I'm about to get shot and, uh, or they're about to get shot. And, um, I 

don't know what we're up against. I, I think, I think it's a pistol. You 

know, I know he shot some rounds. I don't know how many rounds he's 

got left. I'm, you know, so I'm, I'm at this point it's getting scared that, 

okay, this is about to happen, you know, and we're super close. (16:19) 

 recalled that an OSHP SRT Trooper fired a less lethal projectile at 

Decker. The OSHP helicopter was keeping watch of Decker and reported that he was 

still noncompliant and armed with a gun. After the less lethal round was fired, there 

was a pause in which commands were given to Decker to drop the gun and surrender. 

He did not comply with those commands.  believed that Decker was 

still armed and released K9   

 recalled the events after K9  was released: 

So, I, I cut the leash, um, to send  I give him his bite command. 

Um, he, again, because of the noise and everything, he did not 

immediately, um, orientate to the tree that the guy was behind. He 

tried to go to the, the trooper team that was to my right. Um, so at this 

point now, instead of watching the tree to see if this guy's gonna pop 

out with a gun, now I'm like, crap, I'm in no man's land. I'm trying to 

look over here at the dog. I've never worked with these guys. I don't 

know what they're you know, uh, and I don't know where they're at. 

You know, when it comes to covering me, whatever I, you know, I'm by 

myself. I don't have anybody else right there with me. Um, so I'm 

getting closer because I'm trying to orientate the dog to where he 
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needs to go. And, um, so now I'm inching closer as I'm trying to point 

and say, you know, Stellen, which is his bite command, and pointing 

toward, you know, behind that tree, behind that tree. And finally at 

that point, I, um, when I released the leash, I had, you know, I figure 

I'm standing here, I, I had drew my, uh, service pistol, um, so that I 

had some type of protection. (18:01) 

 began to position himself in a way that he could observe 

Decker. He described seeing Decker’s legs and that Decker had his back 

pressed against the tree.  described Decker’s actions as 

follows: 

Um, as I was coming around to the right, I could clearly see that he 

had the pistol in his left hand, and he looked towards me as the gun 

started coming my way, I was scared he was gonna shoot. So, I, uh, 

discharged my firearm and, and shot him. And at that point I 

verbalized gun, gun, gun so that everybody knew there was a gun. 

And, um, my dog at that point, you know, like I said, this is where the, 

the camera had clarified to me, I thought he was already on the bite, 

but he, it was actually just before that. Uh, so my dog had engaged, so 

I seen that he was laying, you know, fell back behind the tree. So, I 

closed the distance. (19:29) 

 then closed the distance, realized that Decker did not have possession 

of the firearm any longer, let the other law enforcement on scene know that there was 

no further threat, holstered his weapon, and removed K9  from Decker.  

 explained the feelings he experienced leading into the shooting: 

Um, yeah, I just remember being, you know, scared that, hey, his, his 

pistol was, you know, he's already shot. He's not, there's not gonna be 

a question in his mind. He's been out here for nine hours. He's, he's 

told his brother that he's not coming outta these woods. Like, I, I know 

that he's gonna shoot us, you're gonna shoot at us or, or make us, you 

know, you know, suicide by cop type thing. And, and I just knew that, 

you know, when he had that gun coming towards us that I, I couldn't 

give him a chance to, you know, pull the trigger at me. Um, so I, I 

mean, I feared that, you know, he was either gonna shoot me or shoot 

someone else, and one of the other officers. (20:46) 
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Following the shooting an OSHP SRT team leader instructed  to 

turn off his body worn camera.  also noted that other officers 

on scene were attempting to render aid to Decker after the shooting.  

 was escorted out of the woods where he met with Cadiz Police 

Department Lieutenant Ron Carter.  

SA Lamping asked  if he was aware of any pending charges against 

Decker when the initial search for him took place.  was aware that 

there were several warrants for Decker, and that BCI was obtaining additional charges 

related to the shootings involving Decker from earlier in the day.  

SA Lamping asked  where he was aiming when he fired at Decker. He 

reported the following: 

I remember coming around the tree and the, in my head, I, I'm pretty 

good with a pistol, but I remember, hey, the biggest target because of 

a, and that was his, his head, um, he was sitting against that tree and 

everything else was kind of bladed. And I felt that, you know, uhm, 

that's the biggest thing I have to shoot at. Um, and being that close, 

you know, that's where initially I was aiming, whether that's, you 

know, I, I'm not gonna lie to you. I don't know if that's where I initially, 

you know, actually squeezed the trigger at, or if I drop, you know, my, 

my sights at that point down. I just know that I never had a bigger 

target than that. (25:07) 

 believed he only fired one shot at Decker.  

SA Tingley asked  if he was able to hear the radio traffic from the OSHP 

helicopter.  noted that he was on the same frequency as the OSHP 

aviation team.  

The interview concluded at approximately 12:21 hours. 

After the interview, SA Lamping obtained  Victim’s Rights paperwork. 

 appointed his attorney as his victim’s representative. A copy of the 

paperwork was sent to Attorney Kimberly Corral as well as Harrison County Prosecutor 

Lauren Knight. A copy of the form was also attached to this report.  

The interview was audio recorded. The recording was uploaded to Axon Justice and 

stored as part of reference item E – Recorded Interviews. The signed BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form is attached to this report. 
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