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On Sunday, August 11, 2024 at 1455 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special
Agent Chad Holcomb (SA Holcomb) and Columbus Division of Police Detective Art Hughes
(Det. Hughes) interviewed Owen Cline (Cline), relative to the officer-involved shooting which
took place on Sunday, August 11, 2024. The interview took place at 1517 Worthington Street,
Columbus, Ohio 43201. The purpose of the interview was to obtain all relevant information of
the incident known or observed by this individual.

SA Holcomb and Det. Hughes identified themselves and asked Cline if he would be willing to
speak; he agreed. Cline is currently a senior at Ohio State University (OSU) and has lived at
1517 Worthington Street for two years. Cline is actively involved in the ministry program called
Young Life and many of his roommates are also involved in the program.

Cline stated that Asante Miller (Miller) used to live with them in the house. Miller went to
Pickerington Central High School and went to school with a couple of guys that lived in the
house. Cline and his roommates knew that Miller kind of struggled at times and attempted to
help him out. Miller moved into the house in August 2023.

Throughout the year, Miller got more difficult to live with. Cline said that Miller showed signs
of bipolar disorder. He would be hanging out and then “flip a switch” and start to get extremely
angry about things. Miller didn’t really respect his roommates’ personal belongings. Cline said
that there was nothing ever physical with Miller and the other males that lived in the house, but
they did feel threatened at times.

Around June 29, 2023, Miller got into an altercation with Matthew (who doesn’t live there
anymore) and Miller accused him of something extremely strange. When Matthew woke up the
next day, he found out that Miller took his car without permission. Miller came back without
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the car, and they eventually found that car around Cleveland Avenue. The car owner did not
press charges against Miller. After this incident, they asked Miller to move out of the residence.

Cline believes that Miller was then homeless after they asked him to leave. He never saw Miller
after this incident. Cline stated that Miller was not an OSU student and Miller worked at various
warehouses during his time staying there.

Cline stated that they had to walk around on thin ice with Miller at times. He continued to say,
“...And today, the intensity was a surprise, and really unfortunate, but like, a situation like that
I don’t think we were crazily caught off guard by it.”

SA Holcomb then asked Cline about how the incident unfolded today. Cline said that he was
woken up around 7:50am by Dominic Iempesta (Iempesta). Cline was told to call 911 and that
Miller was in the house. He then looked at his phone and saw numerous texts from Brad Weaver
(Weaver). Weaver text Cline that Miller broke in and that Cline needed to call 911.

Cline told 911 that when Miller stole the car previously, they knew he had a firearm and that
from his past with Miller, knew him to be dangerous. Cline told the dispatcher the code to give
responding officers to enter the front door. Cline and Iempesta then locked themselves in their
rooms on the second floor.

Cline then heard the police come in and then he heard what sounded like Miller running out
the back door. About five minutes later, he saw Miller running towards the house [towards the
front of the house] and multiple CPD officers following. Cline didn’t think he was running back
towards the house but more running away from CPD officers.

About a minute after seeing Miller running, Cline heard approximately five gunshots. He said it
sounded like the gunshots came from the back of the house.

All the roommates then gathered upstairs and locked themselves in a room. Cline then received
a return call from a 911 dispatcher asking for information regarding Miller.

SA Holcomb asked if Miller ever threatened anyone when he lived in the house. Cline said he
never threatened him but would have discussions and would get worked up and say that they
would have to fight.

Cline said that he never saw a firearm when he was living in the residence. He believed that
Miller used marijuana and alcohol and found an empty OxyContin pill bottle.

SA Holcomb asked Cline if he could forward the texts between Weaver and himself. A PDF of
the text thread has been uploaded to Matrix and have been attached to this report.

The interview concluded at approximately 1516 hours.

The interview was audio recorded. The recording is attached to this report. Please see the
attachment for further details.
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No references.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2024-08-11 - Owen Cline Interview (2024-2371)
Attachment # 02: Texts between Owen Cline and Brad Weaver
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