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and any such society may amend its articles of incorporation from time to
time in the manner provided therein or in its constitution and laws, and all
such amendments shall be filed with the Superintendent of Insurance and
shall become operative upon such filing, unless a later time be provided in
such amendments or in its articles of incorporation, constitution or laws.”

The proposed amendment to the articles of incorporation of the above named
society contains the following provision:

“This Society shall also pay to members in good standing at the time of
their decease, a death benefit in the sum of $500.00, provided same complies
with the laws of the State of Ohio and is approved by the proper officers of
the Society.”

Section 9491, General Code, provides that voluntary associations such as the
First Hungarian Dramatic and Sick Benefit Society, by complying with the pro-
visions thereof, shall be exempt from the requirements of the act governing fraternal,
benefit and similar voluntary associations. The provision of the proposed amend-
ment to said articles of incorporation cited above provides for benefits greatly in
excess of the benefits which may be granted by such a society or association without
complying with the insurance laws. It will be attempting to exercise a power as a
general corporation not for profit, which may only be exercised by a fraternal benefit
society which has complied with all insurance laws applicable to such societies or
associations, contrary to the provisions of Section 9474, General Code.

Owing to the fact that I am unable to approve said amendment to the articles
of incorporation, T deem it unnecessary to discuss several other defects appearing
therein or to answer your questions more specifically. 1 am accordingly returning
the proposed amendment to the articles of incorporation of the First Hungarian
Dramatic and Sick Benefit Society of Lorain, Ohio, to you, without my approval
cndorsed thereon.

Respectfully,
GILBERT BETTMAN,
Attorney General.
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