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Investigative Activity:  Interview with Officer   

Involves:   #  

Activity Date:   8/15/2023    

Activity Location:  Law Offices of Harshman and Wannemacher   

Authoring Agent:  SA Matt Collins, #151   

 

Narrative: 

On Tuesday, August 15, 2023 at 0954 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special 

Agent (SA) Matt Collins (SA Collins) and SA Chad Holcomb (SA Holcomb) interviewed City of 

Columbus-Division of Police (CPD) (  ( , who was accompanied 

by his attorney, Lathan Lipperman, from the Law Offices of Harshman and Wannemacher, 

contracted with the Fraternal Order of Police. The interview took place at the Law Offices of 

Harshman and Wannemacher. The interview was audio recorded.  

read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most relevance 

to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers from the 

interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s overall 

understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be reflective of the 

actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full recording be reviewed to clarify any 

content or contextual questions regarding the information from the interview. Also,

did not know the subject’s name at the time of the incident.  For clarity purposes, the subject’s 

name, Zachary Bryson’s (Bryson), will be utilized in this report. 
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Preliminary and Demographic Information:  

Name: Rank: (  

Badge Number: Cruiser/Vehicle Number:

Radio Call Sign:
Immediate Supervisor: Jennifer Mancini; Matt 

Jenkins 

Radio Channel Utilized:     

Cruiser Description: SUV Occupants of Cruiser and Seating Positions: 1 

Assignment: Midwatch Patrol  Normal Shift: 1900-0500; Z5E2-5 

In-Car Camera: Operational, But Not Used Spotlight: Present & Utilized 

Emergency Lights: Present & Utilized Siren: Present; Not Used 

Shift Day of Incident: 1900-0500; Would have 

been his Monday  
Duty Status: On-Duty 

Days Off: Tue/Wed/Thurs 
Prior Overtime or Extra Details within 

Preceding 48 Hours: No 

 Consider Self Well Rested?: Yes 

Total Length as Officer: 16yrs Length at Current Agency:

Physical Disabilities (to include hearing aid): 

No 
Corrective Lenses:  No Corrective Lenses 

Uniform Worn: Summer patrol uniform; Navy 

pants, navy short-sleeved shirt with badge, 

including a CPD Hat 

Equipment and Less-Lethal Options Carried 

on Person/Belt/Vest: equipped with a baton 

and not a taser 

Ballistic Vest: Concealed Armor Body Worn Camera: Present & Used 

Other Recording Devices: No Partner: No 

Injuries: No Equipment Damage: No 

Training or Areas of Specialty: CIT  OPOTC Certification:

Military Experience/Training: Army National 

Guard  

Use-of-Force Training: Academy; 

  

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that 

might Impair Your Duties at Time of Incident: 

None 

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that 

might Impair You Now for Interview: None 

Alcohol in Past 24 Hours? None  

 

 



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 
2023-2057 

Officer-Involved Critical Incident- 6900 Block S. High St, Columbus  

 

 

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 

nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency. 

Page 3 of 5 Supervisor Approval: SA (Jim Mulford #39) 11/17/2023 9:05 AM 

Officer’s Firearm(s): 

Weapon #1  

Make: Smith & Wesson  Model: 2.0 

Caliber/Gauge: 9 mm  

Type:  Semi-Auto Handgun Method of Carry: Hip 

Magazine Capacity: 17 Total Rounds as Carried (including chamber): 

17+1 

Extra Magazines: 2 Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines: 17 

Discharged During Incident?  Yes Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary 

Rounds Remaining After Incident: 15 Number of Rounds Fired: 3 

Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership: Department Owned 

Last Qualification Date: Advised Current Type of Holster, if any: External 

 

Narrative: 

stated he was working patrol in the area of S. High Street and Fornof Road when he 

was dispatched to the area of Eldorado/Scioto Downs Casino on South High Street.  

stated he was sent to that area for a report of a White male wearing a blue shirt and khaki 

shorts, who was reportedly walking into traffic. stated, Craig Gibson was also 

assigned to the call/run. stated he responded to the area but initially did not locate 

anyone walking on S. High Street. stated he had traveled south and turned around 

at the water treatment facility before heading back north.  While traveling northbound on S. 

High (State Route 23), he witnessed a subject on the east side of the roadway (northbound 

lane) walking south.  The subject was described as a White male, wearing a blue shirt and 

khakis.  described passing the individual before completing a U-turn to head south, 

before completing another U-turn, to again head northbound.  

stated he advised dispatch of his location and that he had located the subject 

(Bryson). stated he activated his rear lightbar and his “takedown light” or the white 

light on the front of the lightbar.  said, “As soon as I did so, the suspect seemed to 

tense up and assume an aggressive posture by blading the (I believe) left side of his body 

towards me while keeping his right arm bent and cocked back.” stated he exited his 

patrol vehicle and identified himself as, “Columbus Police.” stated Bryson was 

approximately 10 yards away from him and he asked him if he was okay.  told 

Bryson to come toward him, because he did not want him to get hit by a passing vehicle.  
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However, Bryson instead “backpedaled a bit and kept moving left and right along the shoulder.”  

stated, “These acts and his demeanor led me to believe he was under the influence 

of drugs/alcohol and/or undergoing a mental disturbance.”  recalled advising 

dispatch to send a medic to his location because Bryson may have “excited delirium.” 

stated he witnessed Bryson holding something in his right hand.  stated 

he did not initially identify what the object was and did not “register the object as a weapon at 

first.” stated Bryson “tensed up like he was going to attack then suddenly lunged 

forward and stopped within about 10-15 feet.”  said he told Bryson to calm down 

and advised dispatch Bryson was becoming combative.   

described Bryson “staying back for a few moments” before Bryson again tensed up 

and “launched forward a few feet like he was going to attack.”  stated it was about 

this time when he noticed the object in Bryson’s hand was a broken bottle.  

described the broken bottle further as having only the neck and shoulder intact, “with several 

jagged pieces jutting out of the neck.” He further stated, Bryson was holding the bottle in such 

a way as having the jagged pieces facing upwards. advised dispatch of the broken 

bottle and his belief Bryson was trying to fight him.   

said he got out his baton and told Bryson “don’t do it.”  Whereas Bryson 

responded, “Shoot me.”  said he told Bryson he was not going to shoot him and he 

wanted to help. described Bryson continuing to pace or step back and forth toward 

and away from the roadway.  said he again told Bryson to stop and to move away 

from the roadway.  He said Bryson acted like he was going to charge again and 

told Bryson to stay back.  Whereas, Bryson replied, “what are you going to do?”  

said he again told Bryson, he did not want him to get hurt and wanted to help him.  

Bryson was taking steps toward the second lane of travel and told him to stop. 

said vehicles were occasionally passing by in that particular lane and he was concerned 

Bryson “was either deliberately trying to get hit or would be inadvertently struck.”  

said, Bryson, while on the shoulder of the roadway, “dragged the jagged part of the 

bottle along the ground as if he was trying to sharpen an edge.” Then Bryson began “slashing” 

his left arm.  placed his baton on the top of his patrol car and unholstered his 

firearm. According to  Bryson bladed his body, pulled his right arm back and “flung 

himself forward” but stopped within 10-15 feet away from   said he 

(  stepped back and had his weapon at a “low ready position.”  stated he 

ordered Bryson to “Stop! Don’t do it!”  However, Bryson “charged me with the bottle still in his 
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right hand before stopping again about 7-10 feet away.”  said he again backpedaled 

and said, “Don’t do it!”  said it was a “fraction of a second later he lunged at me 

while raising the bottle.  I quickly backpedaled but the suspect was rushing toward me and 

closing the gap. I believe he intended to stab me and that I would be seriously injured or killed, 

and it was at that moment I raised by weapon and fired at the suspect.” 

stated he fired three (3) rounds in rapid succession.  He approximated all his rounds 

were fired within one second.  He stated he believed Bryson had got to within five (5) feet of 

him when he fired his weapon.  stated he stopped firing because Bryson had gone 

to the ground.  further stated, “I was in fear for my life at the times I fired my 

weapon.” He said, “In the instant before I fired, the suspect had rushed in my direction and 

gotten within several feet of me despite my backpedaling.  He had the bottle raised such that I 

believed he intended to stab me and that I would be grievously injured or killed. I did not 

believe I had any other reasonable alternative to protect my life from the deadly threat 

presented by his actions, and it was then that I fired.”  

stated he aimed at Bryson’s center mass when he fired in a northeastern direction 

with the roadway and field in his backdrop.   

initially intended to wait for backup before rendering aid, because he could not see 

the bottle and Bryson was not responding to his commands.  However, after some time had 

passed, approached Bryson and rendered aid. He’d first secured Bryson and found 

the bottle was lying underneath Bryson.     

The interview concluded at approximately 1014 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. The signed 

BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. Please see the 

attachments for further details. 




















