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Investigative Activity: Video Review – OOCIC Production 
Involves:   Zachary Zoran (S) 
Activity Date:   2/16/2023 
Activity Location: BCI – Richfield, 4055 Highlander Parkway, Ohio 44286  
Authoring Agent:  SA Nicholas Valente 
 
Narrative: 

On February 16, 2023, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent (SA) Nick 
Valente (Valente) received an envelope from the Ohio Organized Crime Investigations 
Commission (OOCIC). Contained in the envelope were the original flash drive SA Valente sent 
OOCIC, an additional 8 gigabyte USB flash drive, and a chain of custody sheet for both items. 
The additional flash drive contained work product for OOCIC case #23-00011. SA Valente 
previously sent OOCIC a body-worn camera video recording from Officer 
(Officer , a body-worn camera video recording from Officer (Officer , 
a security camera video recording from the Lake Anna (Barberton) YMCA, and a security 
camera video recording from Sitting Pretty Hair & Nail Beauty Boutique. These recordings 
captured activity related to the December 26, 2022, shooting of Zachary Zoran in Barberton, 
Ohio. 

SA Valente reviewed the USB flash drive provided by OOCIC and determined it contained two 
folders.  

One folder contained two spreadsheets. These spreadsheets contained hash values and 
identifying information from the video production. These spreadsheets were titled: 

1. 23-00011 Item 001 SHA256 Hash Values 
2. 23-00011 Video Presentations SHA256 Hash Values 

The second folder contained five MP4 video files. These files were titled: 

1. 23-00011 Synchronized Presentation 
2. 23-00011 Synchronized Segment - Speed Views 
3. CH02 Presentation 

a. Note the timestamp included on the surveillance video was determined to be 
incorrect and is more fully documented in the Investigative Narrative detailing the 
review of that specific video. 

4. Presentation 
5. Presentation 
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Disclaimer and Additional Factors to Consider When Evaluating Video 

The speed of the incident is remarkable. The speed and complexity of rapidly evolving 
situation(s) that occur during use of force encounters are difficult concepts to comprehend by 
only watching video or listening to audio recordings of these events. 

Video and audio recording devices also record more information about a particular scene or 
incident than the person(s) involved in the incident can process during the critical incident. 
Video and audio recording devices rarely record an event from the same perspective of the 
officer(s) or subject(s) involved. Video recordings capture the action but not the perception, 
decision-making, focus, or intent of the officer. Video recordings often miss tactile cues or other 
actions of a subject.  

Video and audio recording devices record within the video and sound capabilities available, and 
they record objectively. Video and audio recordings lack the history, perspective and interest of 
the people involved. The positions, angles, obstacles, lighting and distance from the incident are 
also factors that need serious consideration.  

Video and audio recordings are only components of an investigation and should not be the only 
evidence relied upon. All available evidence, statements and other information must be evaluated 
alongside the video recordings available.  

Due to audio recording limitations, the speed at which sound travels, the distance of the 
recording device from the origin of the sound, the size and density of objects positioned between 
the recording device and the origin of a sound, and other environmental factors, sounds heard on 
a recording may not be definitively identified.  

Throughout this report the percussion sounds consistent with the sound of gunfire may be 
referred to as a gunshot. It should be noted those references are based on the totality of 
corroborating information and evidence gathered throughout this investigation. It in no way 
suggests that the percussion sounds referenced could not have originated from some other 
unknown source.  

Method and Process 

SA Valente utilized the audio waveform effect to help identify sounds and when they occurred 
within the video production, specifically reviewing the video frame by frame.  

The timecode effect was used to count frames between significant events identified within the 
recording. 
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The video/audio production indicated the video contained 29.97 (30) frames per second. Time 
was calculated by dividing 1 second by 30 frames. The result was each frame represents 
0.03333333 seconds. Using this calculation, the amount of time that transpired between 
significant events can be approximately calculated by multiplying the number of frames captured 
between the events by the amount of elapsed time. For this review, SA Valente rounded the 
product to the nearest hundredth place decimal (example 0.46666662 was rounded to 0.47 
seconds). 

Sound was depicted through the audio wave bar which traveled horizontally from the screen 
right to the screen left. As sound increased, so did the number of waves depicted. When a sound 
first became audibly detectable, the wave bar began to increase in frequency on the right side of 
the screen. For this reason, SA Valente identified the frames depicting significant events as the 
first frame displaying an increase on the wave bar. 

Video Review 

SA Valente first reviewed the video presentation titled 23-00011 Synchronized Presentation. SA 
Valente noted this video file contained a synchronized video presentation of both involved 
officers’ body-worn video camera recordings and the Sitting Pretty Hair & Nail Beauty Boutique 
surveillance video recording.  Audio wave bar were added below each officer’s body-worn video 
recording. A timecode and frame counters were also added.  

SA Valente then reviewed the second video presentation titled 23-000111 Synchronized Segment 
– Speed Views. This video file contained the same three video recordings, again synchronized 
together and played with audio waveforms added, timecode added and frame counters added but 
now included the videos playing at both half speed and full speed.  

SA Valente then reviewed the third video presentation titled CH02 Presentation and noted this 
video recording was the surveillance camera recording from Sitting Pretty Hair & Nail Beauty 
Boutique with a timecode and frame counter included. Note that this video recording was 
captured at 11 frames per second. 

SA Valente then reviewed the fourth video presentation titled Presentation and 
noted this video recording was created from Officer ’ body-worn camera recording and 
included the addition of a frame counter, time coder, and wave bar. 

SA Valente then reviewed the fifth video presentation titled Presentation and noted 
this video recording was created from Officer s body-worn camera recording and included 
the addition of a frame counter, time coder, and wave bar. 
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Below is a collection of select video frames from the above described productions provided with 
additional relevant information. In certain images SA Valente added obvious red lines, arrows, 
and ovals over the frames to provide additional detail and point out specific items within the 
images.  

 

 
Frame 04880 of Sitting Pretty Hair & Nail Beauty Boutique outdoor surveillance camera. 

 
The above image is taken from footage captured by a surveillance camera placed on the 
northeast corner of Sitting Pretty Hair & Nail Beauty Boutique. This image depicts Officer 
as he arrived in the parking lot, exited his patrol vehicle, and began to approach Zachary Zoran 
(Zoran). Officer drove into the lot after exiting the driveway of the Lake Anna YMCA 
across the street. Just prior to Officer s arrival, Zoran ran through the snow-covered parking 
lot from the bottom of the image (east) to the upper left side of the image (west). Zoran appeared 
to attempt to hide from Officer behind the hood of the white pick-up truck momentarily. 
Officer exited his patrol vehicle and Zoran began to walk southbound toward the alleyway.  
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Frame 00118 of Officer s body camera. 

 
The above image was taken from Officer s body-worn camera video recording production. 
In this image, captured moments after Officer exited his vehicle, Zoran can be seen with a 
knife in his right hand. Zoran then placed a bag on the ground, walked backwards away from 
Officer  and told him “no, you stop” as Officer gave additional commands to Zoran to 
“stop.” 

 



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  
Bureau of Criminal Investigation 
Investigative Report 

 
2022-2918 
Officer Involved Critical Incident - 500 West Hopocan, Barberton, OH 
44203 

 

 

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 
nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an administrative rule, or any 
rule of procedure. 

Page 6 of 18 Supervisor Approval: SAS Jon Lieber #50 3/30/2023 10:44 AM 

 
Frame 001441 of Officer s body camera. 

 
The above image was taken from Officer s body-worn camera video recording production. 
Zoran changed course, turned to his right and began walking in the direction from which he just 
came. Officer drew his firearm, directed it at Zoran and began to walk backwards away 
from Zoran while radioing for Officer to “step it up.” Zoran continued to hold the knife 
in his right hand. 
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Frame 001931 of Officer s body camera. 

 
After making his way around the dumpster, Zoran began to walk backwards away from Officer 

while still facing him. Officer walked towards Zoran, with his firearm directed at 
Zoran. Officer continued to give Zoran more commands to “drop the knife” and variations 
thereof. 
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Frame 002324 of Officer s body camera. 

 
Officer  who had just arrived on scene, can now be seen on the left side of the image. 
Officer was directing his taser at Zoran in this image.  
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Frame 005526 of the Sitting Pretty Hair & Nail Boutique Exterior Side Camera. 

 
As seen above, Zoran continued to walk backwards away from both officers while still facing 
them and holding a knife in his right hand.  
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Frame 005558 of the Sitting Pretty Hair & Nail Boutique Exterior Side Camera. 

 
As observed above, Zoran stopped walking away from the officers and abruptly charged in the 
direction of Officer  Zoran stopped himself within mere feet of Officer  Zoran 
paused briefly and then continued to slowly advance on both officers who walked backwards 
away from him.  
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Frame 002290 of Officer body camera. 

Still image from Officer body-worn camera production showing Zoran as he began to 
quickly charge at Officer   
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Frame 002467 of Officer body camera. 

 
After charging at Officer  Zoran began to move in the direction of Officer as seen 
above. Zoran continued to ignore orders from both officers to stop and drop the knife. Rather, 
Zoran continued to advance on both officers while maintaining possession of the knife and 
ordering the officers themselves to stop and go back to their cars. Officer then backed up 
and began to take cover behind the hood of the pick-up truck. At the same time, Officer
backed up in the opposite direction. Zoran then focused his attention on Officer  
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Frame 005760 of the Sitting Pretty Hair and Nail Boutique surveillance camera alongside frame 
002840 of Officer body camera and frame 003305 of Officer s body camera synced. 
 

The above still depicts all three angles of the incident at the moment Zoran was likely shot. 
Officer s body-worn camera is mostly obstructed at this exact moment due to the placement 
of his hands and arms.  
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Frame 002840 of Officer  body-worn camera. 

 
This image captured Zoran as he continued to advance on Officer  Note the audio wave 
bar spike, indicative of Officer firing his pistol.  
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Frame 002844 of Officer  body worn camera. 

Frame 002844: Note the slide on Officer s pistol is now back indicating he just fired the 
weapon. 
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Frame 005773 of the Sitting Pretty Hair and Nail Boutique exterior side camera recording. 

This image captured Zoran as he fell to the ground just after he was shot.  
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Frame 004118 of Officer body camera. 

 
This image showed Zoran on the ground and Officer standing over him. Note Zoran’s knife 
visible in the red oval. After being shot and falling to the ground, Zoran continued to ignore 
commands and ultimately appeared to lose consciousness while being placed into handcuffs.   

Approximately 1 minute and 21 seconds transpired from the time Officer stepped out of his 
patrol vehicle (frame 842) to the time Zoran was shot (frame 3305). During that time Officer 

gave Zoran over 25 commands including ordering Zoran to “drop the knife” or a command 
very similar thereto 18 times. Zoran ignored all of those commands. Likewise, Officer
ordered Zoran to “drop it” 10 times. Officer  commands were also ignored by Zoran.  

After having initially walked away from the two officers, Zoran took a total of approximately 38 
combined walking or running steps towards the two officers prior to being shot.  

On February 28, 2023, SA Valente received an email from Nissa Low of the OOCIC. The email 
contained a 10-page PDF attachment. SA Valente opened the attachment and found it to contain 
copies of the Evidence Submission Form completed by SA Valente when the videos were 
submitted to OOCIC, the OOCIC Chain of Custody Report, a letter explaining the forensic 
analysis that was perfumed by OOCIC and the Curriculum Vitae of David Loomis who 
completed the forensic analysis.  The document was attached to this report. 
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Reference Items: 

1. USB Thumb drive OOCIC Video Presentation 

Attachments: 

1. 2023-02-16: OOCIC Chain of Custody  
2. 2023-02-28: OOCIC Documents 

 




























