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Author:Author: SA Craig Call

Narrative:Narrative:

On August 30, 2024, the Licking County Sheriff's Office (LCSO) requested the Ohio Bureau of
Criminal Investigation (BCI) investigate an Officer-Involved Critical Incident (OICI) at 4206
Northridge Road, Alexandria, Ohio, involving officers with the LCSO, the Johnstown Police
Department (JPD), and Doug Plott (Plott). Plott was ultimately shot by responding officers and
succumbed to his injuries.

There were three initial responding officers. LCSO 
and JPD were identified as officers discharging their
firearms during the incident with LCSO Deputy Nicholas Dewitt (Deputy Dewitt) being witness
to the incident.

On September 9, 2024, Deputy DeWitt, accompanied by Attorney Bob Sauter, met with BCI
Special Agents Craig Call (SA Call) and Aja Chung (SA Chung) in order to provide BCI with a
statement of his involvement in the above incident.

Prior to the interview, SA Call provided Deputy DeWitt with BCI's Criminal Investigation
Notification (CIN) form and asked him to review the form and ask any clarification questions
he may have. Deputy DeWitt acknowledged he understood the purpose of the CIN and signed
the CIN at approximately 1012 hours.

Prior to the date of the interview, Deputy DeWitt prepared a written witness statement
detailing his involvement in the above incident. The written statement is approximately seven
(7) pages in length with one sentence continuing onto the eighth (8) page, which Deputy
DeWitt signed and provided to SA Call for the case file. The first two pages of the statement
contains employment background, training history, and other foundational information about
Deputy DeWitt while the remaining information is related to the above incident. Quotes from
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the statement will used during this report, however the statement in its entirety has been
attached for further reference.

Deputy DeWitt agreed to answer any follow up questions with Attorney Sauter present. The
audio interview began at approximately 1018 hours.

In reference to the events immediately surrounding the shooting, Deputy Dewitt wrote theIn reference to the events immediately surrounding the shooting, Deputy Dewitt wrote the
following:following:

" and got the East side screen door open. I moved to the
East side of the house to give cover to  They then
went into an entry mudroom. The mudroom was filled with items and another thicker door
facing the north that I suspected led into the main house. I did not like how small the
mudroom was and the angle I would have to take on the door was a tactical nightmare so I
stayed back at the screen door. informed me that he wanted my rifle up at
the main door with them. I was now at the door facing opposite the handle and I knew that I
would be the first one seen, and the first to see someone.

advised he was kicking the door and I confirmed that he was good to do so.
kicked the door open and I saw Mr. Plott standing immediately off to the left

of the door. Mr. Plott was holding two (2) long kitchen knives and waiting for someone to
come through the door. I began yelling at him to drop the knives. I yelled multiple times.

I told to start backing out of the room since they were
close to Mr. Plott and I was not able to shoot with them in front of me. As they were backing
up, Mr. Plott was telling us to kill him. I kept repeatedly telling him to drop the knives and he
turned around and ran west into the darkness of the home.

I then heard Mr. Plott call out, “Now we're both going to die.” After he said this, I heard a loud
bang that sounded like a door being kicked in. This occurred in the Southwest side of the
home. entered the home and I followed after. I went
through the threshold and saw a large fire burning in the living room. Smoke had filled the
top of the room and everything was turning black. Since I had lost sight of Mr. Plott and I
knew were in front of me, I began looking down the
halls to ensure Mr. Plott was not going to run up on us from the darkness.

I then heard a female screaming followed by a lot of yelling and two (2) gunshots from within
a room. I moved into the room to see standing with his gun pointed towards
the Southwest corner of the room. was off to his left. In the corner was Mr.
Plott and Ms. Bell, he was lying on her and there was blood coming out of his head.

I had to set my rifle down to assist with getting Ms. Bell out of the home. I
left to hold the room while I went outside with Ms. Bell and

In the driveway, Ms. Bell told us she was okay. She had blood all over her so I had
her take off her robe to make sure she was not unknowingly stabbed or cut. I left

outside with Ms. Bell and I went back inside."

Deputy DeWitt did not fire his firearm during the incident, has since reviewed his body wornDeputy DeWitt did not fire his firearm during the incident, has since reviewed his body worn
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camera, and wrote the following in reference to his involvement:camera, and wrote the following in reference to his involvement:

"I had no prior contact with Mr. Plott before the incident.

I did not use lethal force or discharge my weapon in this incident.

My statement is made from the best of my recollection as to the incident on August 30, 2024.
After preparing the statement, I viewed the body camera footage and other video on
September 3, 2024.

After viewing the videos, I note the following changes to my statement:

· I was with and when they opened the screen door
to the mudroom;

· When Mr. Plott ran West into the house, his statement of “Now we’re both going to
die,” was made after the loud bangs that I believed to be him kicking in the door, not before;

· I was behind and when I heard the shots fired, as
we were moving in a single file line into the room;

· Sergeant Snodgrass entered the mudroom as I was checking Ms. Bell for injuries and
he then followed after me when I went back into the house;

· was the one who moved the chair out of the way so we could move
Mr. Plott;

· Three (3) total shots were fired, not two (2)."

Deputy DeWitt did answer some clarification questions which were consistent with his signed
written witness statement.

The interview was concluded at approximately 1040 hours.

References:References:

No references.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: Dewitt CIN
Attachment # 02: Dewitt Signed Statement
Attachment # 03: LCSO Deputy Dewitt Interview
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