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of interview 

 

Narrative: 

 prepared a written statement which he agreed to read.  

 signed written statement was attached to this report.  

 recalled that at roughly 1140 hours, he was notified by radio that 

Harrison County Deputies had been shot at near US 250 and Eslick Road.  

 made his way towards the area of the shooting, while watching for the 

suspect vehicle: a blue Dodge Journey. While on the way towards the Harrison County 

Deputy, he located the involved vehicle: 

… as I was traveling west on US 250, I saw the suspect vehicle 

traveling Eastbound between mile post 12 and 13. Harrison County 

Sheriff's Cruisers appeared to be approximately a quarter mile behind 

the suspect's vehicle. I crossed the center and continued East behind 

the suspect vehicle. I was the lead law enforcement vehicle behind the 

suspect. I observed suspect commit multiple lane violations and, and 

drive at speeds between 70 and a hundred miles an hour. The speed 

limit on that road was 55 miles per hour. (11:16) 

 continued to detail his actions during the pursuit. He noted that the 

subject made his way to US 22. While on US 22, OSHP Trooper Jeremy Grubb attempted 

to deploy stop sticks near mile marker 19. The first set of stop sticks were ineffective. 

Shortly after, at mile marker 23, OSHP Lieutenant Robert Bodo deployed stop sticks. 

The second set of stop sticks were effective. However,  stated that he 

also struck the stop sticks.  After the subject hit the stop sticks, he travelled into the 

Westbound lanes and came to a rest while facing East.  maneuvered 

his vehicle behind the subject vehicle and recalled the following: 

After my cruiser came to rest, I began to open my, my driver side 

cruiser door. I unholstered my duty weapon as I opened the door. 

Simultaneously, I could see the suspect ex… exiting the vehicle and 

moving on foot with a black handgun pointed in my direction. I yelled 

to the effect of, let me see your hands. I fired at the suspect who 

returned fire. The suspect fired three to four rounds in my direction 

from the, from standing position on the driver's side of the, of his 

vehicle. I fired five rounds at the suspect. My gun jammed as I 

reloaded. I saw the suspect who was wearing a dark… was wearing 
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dark clothing, run north over the fence into the a wooded area. I aired 

shots had been fired. I also heard OSP, Lieutenant Bodo air that shots 

had been fired. OSP Trooper Grubb and I walked north and checked 

the tree line for the suspect. The suspect had advanced into the woods 

and was not able to be located. I aired a description of the suspect to 

be a white male around age 50. I returned to my cruiser. I heard 

someone radio for air support. I retrieved my rifle and took a defensive 

position behind my cruiser. I noticed damage to my cruiser consistent 

with the suspect's gunfire striking… the… above the driver's side door. 

(13:18) 

 explained the events that occurred on scene after the shooting 

occurred. OSHP Special Response Team (SRT) and other agencies were requested on 

scene.  also retrieved his rifle and plate carrier from his vehicle while 

he maintained a position on the perimeter. After roughly one hour,  

was relieved of his duties on the perimeter and was transported to OSHP post 41 by 

OSHP Lieutenant Hawkins. 

 provided further details in regard to the shots that he fired: 

I fired five rounds at the suspect. My shots were fired from a seated 

position between my… be… between the open door and the A pillar of 

the cruiser. I fired with two hand grip, uh, with my right hand as my 

strong hand. I believe I used my sights when I fired. My shots were 

fired in the Northeastern direction. I believe I was approximately 15 to 

20 feet, 25 feet from the suspect at the time that I fired. There were 

approximately two to four seconds between my first and last shot. My 

target was the suspect's center mass. The backdrop of my shots was 

an embankment in a wooded area. I had cover/concealment from my 

cruiser. I was in, uh, I was daylight. It was daylight and the lighting 

was good. I stopped firing because my gun jammed. And by the time I 

reloaded, the suspect had fled into the wooded area at the time I fired 

my, uh, my weapon at the suspect. I do not, I do not believe I had any 

responsible alternatives to protect my life and the lives of other 

officers in the area. I did not have a taser. You did <interjection by 

Attorney Tipton>. Uh, I did have a taser with me. However, given the 

fact that the suspect had fired his gun at myself and other law 

enforcement officers, I didn't, I did not believe it would be appropriate 

to counter their deadly force with a taser. (16:09) 
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 also reported that he learned that the subject’s name was Michael 

Decker (Decker). He could not recall any interaction he had with Decker in the past. 

 had reviewed his body worn camera footage and noted that the only 

major difference from his recollection of the incident was related to Cadiz Police 

Department’s attempt to deploy stop sticks on Decker’s vehicle. He also noted that 

after his firearm jammed, he retrieved his backup firearm from his ankle.  

 backup firearm, a Sig Sauer P365, was not fired during the incident.  

SA Lamping asked  if he or Decker fired first.  

stated that he fired first since Decker was pointing a gun at him.  

SA Lamping asked  if Decker was in a stance to take aimed shots or 

more along the lines of someone trying to flee from officers.  said 

that Decker was taking aimed shots at him. SA Lamping asked  if he 

was in fear of the seemingly well-placed shots fired by Decker and he agreed that he 

was.   

The interview concluded at approximately 1031 hours. 

It should also be noted that  turned over his victim’s rights request 

form. He appointed Attorney Tipton as his victim’s representative.  

completed victim’s rights paperwork is attached to this report.  

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was uploaded to Axon Justice 

as part of Reference Item E – Recorded Interviews. The signed BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form is attached to this report.  

 

References: 

Reference Item E – Recorded Interviews: Subfolder - Law Enforcement Witnesses: 

File – 2026-04-14: Involved Officer Interview –  stored on 

Axon Justice 

Attachments: 

1. 2026-04-14 - Criminal Investigation Notification -  

2. 2026-04-14 -  Written Statement 

3.  VRR Paperwork 


















