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position himself.  was familiar with the area where the incident was 

located and was formulating a plan for his arrival.   

 arrived on the scene at approximately 1150 hours. When he arrived, he 

parked his vehicle on the bridge that was south of the incident location. After parking 

his vehicle,  observed a crash scene surrounded by a SWAT armored 

vehicle parked on the east side of the roadway near the I-480 exit ramp to Tiedeman 

Road and numerous marked patrol vehicles surrounding a black pickup truck.  

After taking a position behand the Bearcat,  learned that the involved 

subject was inside the black pickup truck located in the center of the intersection. 

 then positioned himself on top of the Bearcat in order to get a better 

position to observe the subject. From his position, he could see the subject sitting in 

the front seat of the vehicle moving around. He also observed a firearm in the subject’s 

hand.  

The weather at the time of the incident was sunny with high temperatures. Due to this, 

 had to move from his position on top of the Bearcat due to the heat 

causing the vehicle to become extremely hot.  then positioned himself 

behind the wheel well of the Bearcat.  

A drone was deployed and the officers on scene learned that a victim was still trapped 

in the driver’s seat of the white Nissan that was involved in the vehicle crash. 

Command staff then ordered the Bearcat to move and position itself between the 

subject’s vehicle and the Nissan. The tactical positioning would allow officers and EMS 

personnel to safely remove the driver of the white Nissan. 

 then moved his position again and found cover behind a marked police 

cruiser that was parked on the bridge near the incident location. From his position on 

the ground behind the police cruiser,  had a clear view of the passenger 

side of the pickup truck.  

Additional Bearcats arrived on scene (three in total) and replaced the positions of the 

marked patrol vehicles.  had to move his position again due to his point 

of view now being obstructed.  described the positioning of the armored 

vehicles as forming an “L” (tactical L). The purpose of the positioning was to reduce any 

chances of crossfire from officers on scene while still providing containment of the 

subject.  

 took his final position behind the Brooklyn, Ohio welcome sign where he 

positioned his rifle on a tripod on the south side of the sign.  
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Through the optic lens on his firearm,  was able to observe the subject 

moving in and out of his vehicle for approximately four hours.  described 

the subject’s movements, stating the subject was “moving from inside the car, from 

the driver's seat to the passenger seat. At one point he picked up a bunch of mirrors 

that were inside the car and started setting them up so he could watch where the team 

was and he slumped back into the seat” [37:14]. The subject appeared to be a white 

male with a beard and silver hair. The male was approximately 40-50 years in age.   

 also observed the subject ejecting the magazine from the pistol and 

checking the magazine. The subject then inserted the magazine and charged the 

weapon to put a round in the chamber.  

 further described the subject’s actions and stated the following: 

He, uh, was agitated multiple times. Kept putting the gun to his head. He'd get 

out of the car, put the gun on the seat, put the gun back up. This went on for 

about four hours. Uh, eventually he said that, uh, he positioned the door so they 

were protecting him, uh, so that they were closed. And, uh, he got out with the 

gun to his head and said, sorry guys, I'm gonna have to make you do this. He 

said that, repeated that twice at least, and then broke free from those doors and 

started moving towards the highway [27:39]. 

When the subject began walking towards the highway he had a firearm in his hand that 

was pointed at his head. At that time, two officers deployed less lethal rounds from 

their positions behind the bearcats. The subject continued to move towards the 

highway with the firearm in his hand. Seconds later, the subject moved the firearm 

from his head and  fired his rifle one time striking the subject in his 

center mass.  

The subject then fell to the ground in front of the black pickup truck.  

moved his rifle and himself to a position adjacent to the sign in order to better observe 

the subject’s actions.  observed the subject in a seated position, but he 

was unable to observe the firearm. 

When the subject moved/fell in front of the pickup truck,  was unsure if 

the subject was attempting to hide from officers and/or get a tactical advantage by 

hiding behind the vehicle. The subject did not make any statements that  

could hear after he was struck by gunfire.   

After  fired, multiple officers began providing medical aid to the subject.  





 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2025-2000 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - Tiedeman Road at I-480 

West, Brooklyn, OH 44144, Cuyahoga County 

 

 

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the 

document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an 

administrative rule, or any rule of procedure. 

 

Page 7 of 8 Supervisor Approval: SAS Charles Moran #67 8/22/2025 11:25 AM 

Numerous verbal commands had previously been given to the subject prior to  

 engaging.  could not provide an exact number of how many 

commands were given but stated, “the entire four hours were pleading and talking for 

him to put the weapon down” [33:10]. 

 was unable to hear the communication that took place between the 

subject and negotiators. However, he did recall the subject making statements that he 

did not want to hurt officers during the first hour of negotiation. During that time, the 

subject was unaware that someone had died as a result of the traffic crash. The subject 

then began changing his statements, including something to the effect that he didn’t 

want to make officers “do this.” 

Also, during negotiations, the subject appeared to throw a phone on the ground. 

Negotiators then provided the subject with a new phone in order to continue their line 

of communication.  

At some point during negotiations, the subject “began preparing himself for gas” by 

putting a cloth over his face. That led  to believe that other officers on 

scene had announced they would deploy chemical munitions.  

 was unaware if the subject had fired his gun.  based his 

decision to shoot on the level of threat the subject was posing to others on scene and 

in the surrounding area.  

SEB SWAT Command Staff did provide rules of engagement to officers on scene. This 

included plans to resolve the incident through negotiations and the use of less-lethal 

force should the subject fail to comply with orders. It was also determined if the 

subject stepped away from his vehicle at a distance of approximately five feet or more, 

the subject would be considered a “fleeing felon” and pose an imminent threat to the 

public [40:27].  

Overall,  had the ability to use his discretion during the incident, and he 

made his own decision to fire his gun.  even went on to say that a fleeing 

felon does not automatically give someone the right to shoot, however, his assessment 

of the situation provided no other option.  

 believed the subject’s ultimate goal during the incident was to get 

officers to kill him.  

 has been involved in eight other officer-involved critical incidents. He 

has been an involved officer in two of those incidents, both of which were during a 
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SWAT deployment. The first incident occurred in  and was a hostage type 

situation and the second incident occurred in  in Brooklyn, Ohio. 

 has responded to similar types of incidents in the past. He also has 

additional training in crisis intervention (CIT) and hostage negotiations. In most 

incident, subjects often surrender to police or will “take their own life” [22:19].  

 was not familiar with the involved subject, who was later identified as 

Patrick Kerr (Kerr). He only learned information about Kerr after the conclusion of the 

incident.  

 did not observe any actions by other officers on scene that would be 

considered a crime. 

The interview concluded at approximately 1135 hours. 

The interview was video recorded. The video recording was placed in Axon Justice in 

Reference Item K – Involved Office Interview. The signed BCI Criminal Investigation 

Notification form is attached to this report. Please see the attachment for further 

details. 
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