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The Mahoning Valley Law Enforcement Force is a multi-jurisdictional group made up of agents and 
officers from federal, state and local law enforcement agencies. It targets drug trafficking 
organizations in northeastern Ohio. In one recent case, the task force investigated a drug trafficking 
organization that was suspected of bringing vast quantities of heroin into Youngstown and western 
Pennsylvania.  
 
During a two-year investigation, the task force employed a variety of techniques that ultimately 
resulted in the indictment of 18 people in U.S. District Court on 129 counts.  In addition, 37 others 
were indicted in Mahoning County Common Pleas Court on charges including possession of heroin, 
conspiracy to traffic in heroin and possession of criminal tools. 
 
The investigation resulted in the seizure of more than 1,700 grams of heroin as well as crack 
cocaine, marijuana, prescription pills, guns and money. 
 
“While the accomplishments of the Mahoning Valley Law Enforcement Task Force on this one case 
are impressive and have had an immeasurable impact on the area they serve, the task force 
initiated 458 other investigations during this same time period,” said Chief Robert Gavalier of the 
Austintown Township Police District. 
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