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On March 6, 2023, at approximately 1140 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI)
Special Agents Jim Mulford (SA Mulford) and SA Kyle Douglass (SA Douglass) interviewed
Columbus Division of Police (CPD) Officer Robert Cutshall (Officer Cutshall) regarding an
Officer-Involved Critical Incident (OICI) which occurred at 1680 Stringtown Road in Grove City,
OH (parking lot of Home Depot). On February 11, 2023, it was reported that CPD officers were
attempting to execute an arrest warrant on Bret Andrews (Andrews). During the encounter,
multiple CPD officers discharged their firearms. Andrews was transported to Grant Medical
Center with alleged gunshot wounds, where he was pronounced deceased. BCI was notified
of the shooting by CPD; however, this event occurred in the jurisdiction of Grove City Police
Department (GCPD) and BCI was officially requested by GCPD to investigate the incident. The
purpose of the interview was to obtain all relevant information of the incident known or
observed by this individual. Also present for the interview was Officer Cutshall’s FOP legal
counsel, Lathan Lipperman.

This interview was audio recorded, and a copy of the recording was saved electronically within
the case file. Please refer to the recording for specific quotes. The following is a summation of
the interview.

Prior to beginning the interview, SA Douglass provided Officer Cutshall with a BCI "Criminal
Investigation Notification” form. SA Douglass advised BCI was conducting a criminal
investigation separate from any internal investigation that CPD may be conducting. Officer
Cutshall was told his interview was voluntary and that he could stop answering questions at any
time. Officer Cutshall verbally confirmed he understood the contents of the form and signed
the document, acknowledging his understanding. A copy of the signed Criminal Investigation
Notification (CIN) is attached to this report.

Attorney Lathan Lipperman provided SA Douglass with a written statement from Officer
Cutshall regarding the OICI. Agent Douglass reviewed the statement upon receipt. SA
Douglass provided a printed map of the location of the OICI scene to reference throughout the
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interview. Officer Cutshall signed his statement provided to BCI, and he verified the statement
was a true and accurate depiction of the OICI incident. Please refer to Officer Cutshall’s
statement for further details. A copy of the signed written statement and the map was saved
within the case file and is attached to this report.

SA Douglass and SA Mulford asked Officer Cutshall several follow-up questions and had him
confirm where he fired his weapon based on the printed map of the OICI location. Officer
Cutshall’s answers appeared to be consistent with his written statement.

Officer Cutshall wrote in his statement, “I accelerated south and drove around the suspect’s
vehicle. I pulled at a northwesterly angle next to the front driver’s side of the car; Officer
Ashenhurst pulled in front of the vehicle with lights activated; Officer Cibulskas trapped the
vehicle from the rear; and Officer Liford pulled next to the passenger side of the suspect’s
car. Just as I pinned the driver’s side door, Officer Ashenhurst yelled or aired that the suspect
was doing something with his hands and/or dipping down into the car. I quickly got out,
unholstered my weapon, and activated my gun’s light/laser sight. I heard Officer Liford yelling
several times “show me your hands!” from the passenger side of the suspect’s vehicle. Due to
the suspect’s noncompliance, I moved around the front of my SUV toward the front driver’s
side of the suspect’s vehicle. I got to the front driver’s fender and trained my weapon on the
suspect. From there, I could clearly see the suspect and the interior passenger compartment:
The suspect was sitting in the front passenger seat holding a black semi-automatic handgun
in both hands (using a two-handed grip), near his lap. He was manipulating the gun such that
he was trying to rack the slide and/or turn off the safety. From my peripheral vision, I also
saw someone in the driver’s seat that appeared to be a male Black; but that individual had
his hands in the air and was complying with commands. Officer Liford continued ordering the
suspect to show his hands, and I believe I also ordered him to drop his weapon, but suddenly
he raised the weapon towards the windshield. I believed he intended to shoot either me or one
of the other officers surrounding the vehicle, and it was at that time I fired. I believe two other
officers fired at the moment I fired or the instant after. I stopped shooting a moment later when
the gun fell from the suspect’s hands, and he slumped into the seat. The gun appeared to fall
between the suspect’s right arm and body. I stayed at the driver’s side fender and covered the
suspect. I also ordered the driver to keep his hands up. Officer Ashenhurst moved up to the
front passenger side of the vehicle. He tried to finish breaking the front passenger window to
extract the suspect from the vehicle. But I told him to move Officer Liford’s vehicle so the front
passenger door could be opened. I also advised Officers Liford and Ashenhurst to render aid
once the suspect was removed and secured. TEMS was requested to the scene, and upon arrival
moments later, those medics started giving aid to the suspect."

Officer Cutshall also wrote, “I now know I fired 8 rounds during this incident. I fired those
rounds in rapid succession in what I would estimate was less than two seconds. My target was
the suspect’s center mass. I used a one (right) handed grip. I fired in a northeasterly direction
and at a downward angle such that the ground comprised my backdrop. My gun’s light was
activated as well as the laser sight. There was also ambient light from Officer Ashenhurst’s
headlights (which were pointed toward the suspect’s car) as well as multiple overhead lights
throughout the parking lot. I would estimate that I was within 5-7 feet of the suspect when I
fired. I was standing and not moving. I did not have any concealment and the top half of my
body had no cover. I feared for my life and for the lives of the other officers on scene at the
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time I fired my weapon. I believed he intended to shoot either me and/or one or more of the
other officers surrounding his vehicle and that I and possibly others would be struck by those
rounds and grievously injured or killed, especially given the extremely close range and lack of
concealment or cover. It was then I fired at the suspect. At the times I fired, I did not think I had
any other reasonable option to protect my life or the lives of the other officers from the deadly
threat presented by the suspect’s actions.”

Although he knew Andrews’ name before the encounter, Officer Cutshall advised he did not
know Andrews and had no previous interactions with Andrews in his official capacity as a police
officer.

Interview concluded at approximately 1206 hours.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2023-03-06: CPD Officer Robert Cutshall Interview Audio
Attachment # 02: BCI CIN - CPD Officer Robert Cutshall
Attachment # 03: Officer Statement - CPD Officer Robert Cutshall
Attachment # 04: Scene Sketch Map - CPD Officer Robert Cutshall
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