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On 09/05/2023, Special Agent (SA) Tiffany Najmulski (Najmulski) and Special Agent (SA) Jason
Snyder (Snyder) met with Celina Officer Anthony Poppe (Officer Poppe) at the Celina Police
Department (CPD), 202 N. Main Street, Celina, Ohio. Also present for the interview was
Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) Attorney John Sauter.

The purpose of the interview was to ascertain what Officer Poppe's role was when he arrived
as back up after the shooting took place during the Officer Involved Critical Incident (OICI).
The following is a summary of the interview which was recorded and attached to the case
file.

Officer Poppe advised he signed the criminal investigation notification form and did not have
questions regarding signing it. Officer Poppe and his attorney provided SA Snyder with a copy
of Officer Poppe's statement regrading the events of the OICI which Officer Poppe signed and
dated.

Officer Poppe described his role the night of the incident. Around 0200 hours, Officer Powell
radioed he was on a vehicle in the park, which Officer Poppe said was not unusual for that
location. Officer Poppe said he started heading that way and he heard Officer Rice say he was
out with Officer Powell. Officer Poppe said he heard, who he thought was, Officer Rice say the
driver was taking off and a short time later, said shots fired. Officer Poppe told dispatch to get
St. Mary's Police, Coldwater Police, and the Mercer County Sheriff's Department in route.

As Officer Poppe approached the area, he saw Officer Rice and Officer Powell's vehicles parked
in a northeast position. The police vehicles appeared, to Officer Poppe, to be in a felony stop
position on a silver Chevy Trailblazer that was parked on the bike path. Officer Poppe was
unable to see movement in the subject's vehicle. He was then told there was a passenger in
the vehicle so he got on his loud speaker and gave orders to the driver to put his hands out
the window. The passenger yelled out that the driver was injured. Officer Poppe radioed for an
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ambulance to come to the scene. The passenger was ordered out and detained. The
passenger then stated she had a baby in the car. Officer Poppe noticed blood on her leg and
asked her if she was okay. The passenger advised she was and that she had had surgery.
Officer Poppe asked the passenger if there were weapons in the car and she stated there was
a knife in the car.

Officer Poppe stated the decision was made to approach the vehicle and not wait for back up
so officers could check on the baby. Officers approached the car and retrieved the baby from
the car. The baby was examined and looked to be fine. She was eventually returned to her
mother.

Officer Powell and Officer Poppe then approached the driver and found him slumped over.
Officer Poppe saw two bullet holes through the rear passenger window what looked to be in
the direction of the driver. Officer Poppe saw blood on the floorboard, a small knife, and a
large sheathed knife "like a bush knife". He checked the driver and found he had a pulse and
called for an ambulance. Officer Poppe said the driver's hand was near the larger knife so he
moved the driver's hand and noticed the driver was incapacitated and had no resistance.
Officer Poppe saw the driver's eye lids were open a little bit and Officer Powell said the driver
was breathing.

Officer Poppe saw a cell phone on the dashboard and heard someone yelling in the
background. Officer Poppe said he could not focus knowing someone was on the phone and if
the person on the line was a family member, he did not want them hearing their loved one
was hurt so he ended the call.

Then, Officer Powell told Officer Poppe the driver did not have a pulse. Officer Poppe said the
man was large in size and Officer Poppe had not wanted to get the man out of the car without
the ambulance and the manpower to get him out. When back up from the other police
departments arrived, officers were then able to get the driver out onto the ground. Officer
Poppe saw one gunshot wound to the driver's back and leg. Before doing CPR, Officer Poppe
said he knew he needed to get the wounds "sealed up". Officer Poppe and other officers
rendered medical aid to the driver until medics arrived.

Officer Poppe received information from Officer Powell that the female passenger made an
unsolicited comment that the subject should not have done what he did. She also said the
subject had anger issues and autistic tendencies.

Officer Poppe said as he examined the scene, he saw unspent and spent rounds and gun
magazines on the ground. SA Snyder asked Officer Poppe to sketch the scene as it was when
he arrived, which he did (attached).

Officer Poppe stated he had body cam and dash cam video recordings and those had been
downloaded and given to special agents.

Officer Poppe had no further pertinent information and the interview concluded.

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most
relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers from
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the audio recording. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s overall
understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be reflective of the
actual sequencing of questions or responses. It is suggested that the full audio recording be
reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the information from the
audio recording.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: Statement of Anthony Poppe
Attachment # 02: CIN for Powell Poppe and Rice
Attachment # 03: Officer Poppe
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