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On Thursday, October 03, 2019, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent Eric
Lehnhart received documents from Richland County Sheriff’s Office (RCSO) Captain Donald
Zehner at 73 East 2nd Street, Mansfield, Ohio 44902. The records which were requested
included any reports pertaining to the September 19, 2019, questioned death. SA Lehnhart
reviewed the documents and noted the following:

Incident Data

Incident Report #2019-004428 was authored by Deputy Jacob T. Frazier (732) and titled
"Death Investigation." Alexander Jose Rios was listed as the victim on the report with Sgt.

 CO  CO  CO  CO Cooper, CO  CO  and Lt.
as involved officers. Several items of evidence were listed on the report, which

included Taser's, Taser cartridge, darts, video and audio recordings.

Deputy Jacob T. Frazier

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Deputy Jacob T. Frazier (Frazier) was dispatched to the
Richland County Jail in reference to a use of force. On his arrival he was briefed by Lieutenant

(  that an inmate had been tased after exhibiting erratic behavior in the
booking room. The inmate, identified as Alexander J. Rios (Rios), was earlier removed from a
population pod for threats of suicide, and taken to booking for a suicide watch. While in
booking, his behavior became such that correctional staff believed that Rios needed to be
restrained for his safety. As correctional staff opened the door to Rios' room, he broke free
from the staff and began to run around the booking area. Rios was unsuccessful at opening a
west side door and was met by correctional staff and taken to the ground. During Rios'
apprehension, he was tased by correctional staff and became unresponsive. Deputies began
life saving procedures, which included Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and the use of an
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Automated External Defibrillator (AED) while summonsing medical assistance from the
Mansfield Fire Department.

Lieutenant 

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Lieutenant (  was entering the Richland
County Jail to serve an unrelated arrest warrant. As entered the east side doors, he could
hear "yelling" that he believed was coming from the booking area. As he advanced through the
door towards the booking area, he could hear the deployment sound of a Taser. As he
continued towards the west side of the booking room, he witnessed several correctional staff
members "struggling" with a male inmate who was in a suicide suit.

According to  correctional staff were having trouble securing one of Rios' wrists as he
was resisting their efforts. retrieved leg shackles for officers at Rios' feet and they were
applied by Officer 

Officer  who was videoing the confrontation with Rios, noticed that the inmate was
turning blue. Correctional staff immediately turned Rios over and discovered that he was
unresponsive. Medical assistance was summonsed via a call to 911 and correctional staff
retrieved the Automated External Defibrillator (AED) as other staff members checked Rios for
a pulse. CPR and rescue breathing was performed on Rios until paramedics from the Mansfield
Fire Department (MFD) assumed treatment of Rios.

Officer  

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Corrections Officer (  was in the
booking area of the Richland County Jail when Inmate Alexander Rios (Rios) was demanding to
be released. When calming attempts failed by Lieutenant ( , Rios climbed upon a
concrete divider. When Rios failed to comply with orders to climb down from the wall, 
called officers to help place Rios in the restraint chair. As the door to 1B10 was opened, Rios
ran past and continued down the hall. and other corrections officers caught
up with Rios and took him to the ground. As Rios was non-compliant with handcuffing
attempts, utilized distraction to gain cooperation. Rios continued to resist officers and

prepared the restraint chair for Rios. Officers noticed Rios' color change as they were
lifting him to place him in the restraint chair. began CPR on Rios as indicated by the
AED. Once became fatigued, other corrections officers continued the procedure until
Mansfield Fire Department assumed treatment of Rios.

Officer Mark Cooper

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Corrections Officer Mark Cooper (Cooper) responded to a
call for assistance to place an inmate into a restraint chair from his assigned location as the
control room three (3) officer.

As Cooper entered the booking area through door 1B2, he observed several other corrections
officers struggling with Rios outside of shower room two (2) while giving commands to stop
resisting. Cooper documented that at the time of the struggle, Rios appeared to have super
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human strength, as Rios was pushing himself up from the floor and was about to break free
from correctional staff. As Cooper entered the struggle, he heard another officer yell Taser at
the same time he was struck in his right hand by a Taser probe. Cooper stepped back from
the group after being tased and pulled the wire from the probe before reentering to assist
with Rios. Being injured from the Taser probe, Cooper assisted by placing his right foot on
Rios right shoulder blade and applied pressure. Rios was still able to push himself up from the
floor and was attempting to turn himself over, so Cooper applied more pressure by using his
body weight. During handcuffing maneuvers, Cooper replaced Officer by moving
and placing his knee on Rios' right shoulder blade. Once Rios was finally secured, Copper
noticed that Rios' face was blue and advised the others to not place Rios in the restraint chair
but on his side.

According to Cooper's supplemental report, Rios' condition appeared to be improving. As the
AED arrived and was being applied, Rios' skin tone was turning blue again. Cooper went to the
medical room to get an "Ambu-Bag" but was unable to find one. Returning to Rios, Cooper
observed other officers performing CPR on him. Mansfield Fire Department arrived a few
moments later and transported Rios.

Officer 

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Corrections Officer (  responded to a
call for assistance to the booking area. observed Rios on top of the divider wall refusing
orders from other correctional staff. As the holding cell door was opened, Rios ran around the
front side of the booking area and towards the 1B1 door, where officers were able to take Rios
to the ground. was able to secure Rios' left arm and place it in a wrist lock, although
Rios was continuing to resist officers and refused orders given to him.

Rios appeared to be "sweating profusely, and seemed to have an abnormal amount of
strength. He appears to be under the influence of something." Once Rios was secured, he was
rolled on his side to move him into the restraint chair. Rios "lost color and began shallow
breathing, and became unresponsive." administered an ammonia inhalant on Rios with
no response and checked for a pulse as others arrived with the AED. Officers performed CPR
until members of the Mansfield Fire Department arrived.

Officer (

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Corrections Officer ( , while working in
the booking area, noted that Rios, who was housed in 1B10 was continuously stating that he
should not be at the jail and should have been released the prior day. tried to explain
to Rios that he had just arrived, when Rios accused of giving his property and
paperwork to another inmate who was being processed in. Rios eventually asked to speak with
the lieutenant. While Lieutenant (  was away retrieving a recording device, Rios
attempted to put his head through the ceiling. With additional officers on hand, 
opened the door of 1B10. With the door open, Rios ran out of the cell through waiting officers
and ran around the front of the booking counter. With Rios on the loose, handed the
video device off to who continued the video. As recorded the event, she
instructed officers to "tase" and leg shackle Rios. As Rios was being lifted after the handcuffs
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and shackles were secured, noticed Rios' color being blue. Rios was placed back on the
floor and medical attention began. used her portable radio to call the command center
for "a squad." As Officer and offered medical assistance to Rios, 
noted that she "noticed that the camera quit recording and laid the camera on the printer."
Officers rotated cycles of chest compressions until members of the Mansfield Fire Department
arrived.

Officer (

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Corrections Officer (
responded to the booking area for a call for assistance. noted that Rios pushed his
way past officers at cell door 1B10 and ran. As Rios continued to resist and disobey orders
from the correctional staff,  "stated Taser, Taser, and deployed my Taser." One
probe from s Taser deployment stuck into Rios' suicide smock, and the other stuck
into the right hand of Officer Cooper. According to  Rios continued to "fight"
officers and re-deployed a second Taser cycle on Rios. Rios fell to the ground and
said, "Ok, ok." noted that Rios was handcuffed at that time.

Lieutenant (

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Corrections Lieutenant (  was called to
the booking area to speak with Rios. While communicating with Rios, advised that Rios
was "speaking irrationally" about his personal belongings and that he was supposed to have
been released from the jail. Rios then climbed upon a concrete divider within the 1B10 cell
and refused to come down. advised Rios that he would need to come down from the
divider wall and as Rios refused, the decision was made to place him in a restraint chair for his
safety. documented that he retrieved the handheld video recorder and called for
additional correctional staff to assist in removing Rios from his cell. After several additional
warnings to Rios to comply with orders, called for the door to 1B10 to be opened. As
the door opened, Rios jumped down from the divider wall and rushed past awaiting officers.
Rios made it around the booking desk before being met by officers and 
As officers struggled with Rios, passed the handheld camera to Officer to
continue recording while he assisted with Rios. After the first Taser deployment by Officer

 noticed that Rios was continuing to struggle with officers. Eventually, after
Rios was secured with handcuffs and leg shackles, it was observed that Rios was unresponsive
as he was being lifted to place him into the restraint chair. Rios was placed on his side and
checked for a pulse. The Automated External Defibrillator (AED) was retrieved and applied to
Rios. Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) was performed at the direction of the AED. After
Rios' care was transferred to the Mansfield Fire Department personnel, noted that "all
taser materials from deployed taser are placed in a white paper bag." took photos of
Officer Cooper's hand injury and downloaded the handheld camera to the computer in
saved videos. also requested video for this incident.

Officer 

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, Corrections Officer (
responded to the booking area to assist with placing an inmate into a restraint chair. As the
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door to the cell was opened, Rios ran past officers and was confronted by Officers and
near the 1B15 door. Once on the ground, Rios was still combative with officers

and reportedly was able to get out of the grasp of several officers. removed the
cartridge from his Taser and tried to drive stun Rios to gain compliance. Rios thwarted the
stun by grabbing a hold of s arms. A second attempt to tase Rios in the shoulder
blades appeared to be unsuccessful as well. After Rios was secured in handcuffs, he was
noticed to be turning blue. Rios was returned to the floor and checked for a pulse.

noted that Rios had a pulse at that time. When the Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) was applied to Rios, it advised "No shock needed, to start CPR." 
began rescue breathing while performed chest compressions. turned in
his equipment after he was advised that he was to follow Rios and the Mansfield Fire
Department to the hospital. Lt. then assigned a road deputy to relieve at the
hospital a short time later.

The report for RCSO incident # 2019-004428 was attached to this investigative report. Please
refer to the attachment for further details.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01:2019-09-19 RCSO Incident Report 19-004428
Attachment # 02:2019-09-20 RCSO Supplemental Report
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